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Annual  Report  of  the  County  Medical  Officer 

of  Health  for  the  Year  1903. 


My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  of  submitting  to  you  my  sixth  Annual  Report  on  the  Health  and 
sanitary  condition  of  the  Administrative  County. 

Part  I  contains  the  general  statistics  for  the  whole  County,  and  for  the  combined  Urban 
and  combined  Rural  Districts  respectively,  and  comparative  figures  for  the  whole  of  England 
and  Wales,  and  Rural  England  and  Wales.  As  in  previous  years,  I  have  given  a  short  review 
of  the  statistics  and  the  health  and  sanitary  progress  of  the  County,  based  in  some  measure 
upon  the  Annual  Reports  received  from  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health,  and  also  upon  my  own 
observations  during  my  periodical  inspections  of  the  County. 

As  in  my  previous  reports,  in  Part  II.  and  Part  III.,  I  have  made  a  special  summary  of 
each  of  the  Reports  received  from  the  Medical  Officers  of  the  Urban  and  Rural  Districts 
repectively. 

Of  the  32  reports  presented,  10  of  the  Urban  and  17  of  the  Rural  were  printed  in  book  or 
pamphlet  form  ;  1  one  of  the  Urban  was  sent  in  type-written  form,  and  2  Urban  and  2  Rural 
were  sent  in  manuscript  form.  Below  I  give  a  table  showing  the  date  when  each  report  was 
received,  whether  printed  or  manuscript,  and  moieties  of  salaries  of  Medical  Officers  and 
Inspectors  of  Nuisances  payable  by  the  County  Council. 
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Urban  Districts. 

Moiety  of  Salary  payable 
by  County  Council. 

Date  on  which  Report 
was  received. 

Printed  or  otherwise. 

M  edical 
Officer  of 
Health. 

Inspector  of 
Nuisances. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Bradford  -  on  -  Avon 

15 

0 

0 

15 

0 

0 

9 

March,  1904 

printed 

Caine 

8 

0 

0 

20 

0 

0 

18 

February,  1904 

printed 

Chippenham 

12 

10 

0 

30 

0 

0 

16 

February,  1901 

pA  inted 

Devizes 

25 

0 

0 

30 

0 

0 

9 

February,  1904 

printed 

Malmesbury 

10 

0 

0 

20 

0 

0 

14 

March,  1904 

printed 

Marlborough 

15 

10 

0 

15 

0 

0 

15 

February,  1904 

printed 

Melksham 

12 

10 

0 

15 

0 

0 

17 

February,  1904 

manuscript 

Salisbury 

30 

0 

0 

26 

0 

0 

25 

February,  1904 

printed 

Swindon 

100 

0 

0 

75 

0 

0 

28 

March,  i904 

printed 

Trowbridge 

30 

0 

0 

40 

0 

0 

4 

February,  1904 

printed 

Warminster 

15 

15 

0 

15 

0 

0 

27 

February,  1904 

typewritten 

Westbury 

10 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

4 

February,  1904 

printed 

Wilton 

15 

0 

0 

15 

0 

0 

13 

February,  1904 

manuscript 

299 

5 

0 

326 

0 

0 

Rural  Districts. 

Amesbury 

25 

0 

0 

25 

0 

0 

18 

February,  1904 

printed 

Bradford-on- Avon 

20 

0 

0 

25 

0 

0 

2 

February,  1904 

printed 

Caine 

25 

0 

0 

42 

10 

0 

18 

February,  1904 

printed 

Chippenham 

56 

0 

0 

60 

0 

0 

11 

March,  1904 

printed 

Cricklade  and  Wootton  Bassett 

25 

0 

0 

25 

0 

0 

30 

March,  1901 

printed 

Devizes 

50 

0 

0 

60 

0 

0 

25 

February,  1904 

printed 

Highworth 

50 

0 

0 

60 

0 

0 

13 

April,  1904 

•  • 

printed 

Malmesbury 

35 

0 

0 

30 

0 

0 

14 

March,  1904 

printed 

Marlborough 

15 

0 

0 

18 

0 

0 

10 

February,  1904 

manuscript 

Melksham 

25 

0 

0 

17 

10 

0 

17 

February,  1904 

printed 

Mere 

15 

0 

0 

20 

0 

0 

24 

March,  1904 

printed 

Pewsey 

25 

0 

0 

27 

10 

0 

12 

February,  1904 

manuscript 

Ramsbury 

14 

6 

5 

32 

10 

0 

6 

April,  1904 

printed 

Salisbury 

40 

0 

0 

35 

0 

0 

15 

February,  1904 

printed 

Tisbury 

25 

0 

0 

40 

0 

0 

12 

February,  1904 

printed 

Warminster 

30 

0 

0 

17 

10 

0 

27 

February,  1904 

•  » 

printed 

Westbury  and  Whorwellsdown 

25 

0 

0 

22 

10 

0 

4 

February,  1904 

printed 

Wilton 

35 

0 

0 

30 

0 

0 

24 

February,  1904 

printed 

Tetbury  (Wilts  Portion) 

1 

18 

1 

1 

1 

9 

17 

February,  1904 

printed 

537 

4 

6 

1  589 

1 

9 

None  of  the  Medical  Officers  devote  their  whole  time  to  such  duties,  and  in  the  Urban 
Districts  only  Swindon  and  Salisbury  have  “  whole  time  ”  Inspectors  of  Nuisances  ;  in  the  Rural 
Districts  Highworth  and  Ramsbury  only  have  “  whole  time  ”  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 

The  Local  Government  Board  have  informed  the  Trowbridge  Urban  Council  that  they 
will  not  sanction  the  appointment  of  an  officer  to  hold  the  joint  office  of  Surveyor  and  Inspector 
of  Nuisances,  and  ask  for  a  “  whole  time  ”  Officer  to  be  appointed  as  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 
It  would  be  well  if  the  Local  Government  Board  would  take  up  a  snnilai  position  in  at  least  one 
of  the  Rural  Districts  in  Wiltshire. 

The  Annual  Reports  received  vary  very  much  in  value.  Some  are  very  good,  particularly 
Highworth  Rural,  and  give  a  great  deal  of  very  useful  information,  others  give  practically  little 
else  than  the  vital  statistics  and  little  or  no  information  concerning  the  sanitary  condition  of 
their  districts.  Many  of  the  Officers  are  in  receipt  of  very  inadequate  salaries,  have  precarious 
tenure  of  appointment,  and  all  are  engaged  in  Private  Practice.  And  in  some  few  instances  it  is 
to  be  feared  that  their  Authorities  do  not  appear  to  wish  for  any  special  activity  on  the  part  of 
their  officers. 


5 


Special  Reports. 

A  larger  number  of  Special  Reports  were  received  this  year  ;  a  considerable  number  still 
fail  to  reach  the  County  Council.  This  more  especially  refers  to  the  important  subjects  of 
closing  of  houses  as  untit  for  habitation,  and  of  school  closure  on  account  of  outbreaks  of 
Infectious  Disease. 

The  Order  of  the  Local  Government  Board  which  defines  the  duties  of  Medical  Officers  of 
Health  includes  the  following  Articles  : — 

“  (15).  He  shall  give  immediate  information  to  us  of  any  outbreak  of  dangerous  epidemic  disease  within  the 
“  District,  and  shall  transmit  to  us  a  copy  of  each  annual  report  and  of  any  special  report.  He  shall  make  a  special 
“report  to  us  of  the  grounds  of  any  advice  which  he  may  give  to  the  Sanitary  Authority  with  a  view  to  their 
“  requiring  the  closure  of  any  school  or  schools,  in  pursuance  of  the  Code  of  Regulations  approved  by  the  Education 
“  Department  and  for  the  time  being  in  force.” 

“(16).  At  the  same  time  that  he  gives  information  to  us  of  an  outbreak  op  infectious  disease,  or 
“  transmits  to  us  a  copy  oj  his  annual  report ,  or  of  any  special  report,  he  shall  give  the  like  injormation 
“  or  transmit  a  copy  of  such  repoit  to  the  County  Council ,  or  County  Councils,  of  the  County  or  Counties 
“  within  which  his  District  may  be  situated 


Area  and  Population. 

During  the  year  1903,  there  were  no  changes  in  the  constitution  of  the  Districts  within 
the  Administrative  County. 

Last  year  I  gave  a  resume  of  the  results  of  the  Census  of  1901. 

The  Ancient  or  Geographical  County  of  Wilts  contains  879,943  statute  acres.  The 
population  at  the  Census  of  1801  was  183,820  ;  at  the  Census  of  1901  it  was  273,869.  The 
Administrative  County  contains  an  area  of  864,105  statute  acres  with  an  enumerated  population 
at  the  1901  census  of  271,394.  The  population  of  the  Administrative  County  at  the  middle  of 
the  year  1903  is  estimated  at  273,172  ;  of  these  116,168  are  in  Urban  Districts,  and  157,004  in 
Rural  Districts. 

The  estimated  populations  for  1903  are  arrived  at  by  various  methods.  That  of  the 
Registrar-General  is,  by  comparison  of  the  Census  Returns  for  1891  and  1901,  to  determine  the 
rate  of  increase  or  decrease  during  that  period,  and  to  suppose  that  rate  of  increase  or  decrease 
to  have  continued  for  2J  years  to  the  middle  of  1903. 

The  diminution  of  populations  in  Rural  Districts  is  mainly  due  to  emigration  from  the 
country,  for  deaths,  although  to  a  less  extent  than  formerly,  are  still  always  fewer  than  births. 
In  a  county  which  is  mainly  rural,  there  has  for  long  been  a  growing  tendency  of  the  population 
to  emigrate  to  London  and  large  towns. 

If  statistical  statements  are  to  be  of  any  value  whatsoever,  a  five  yearly  instead  of  a  ten 
yearly  census  is  urgently  required. 
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Table  showing  the  number  of  Inhabited  Houses  and  population  at  the  Census  of 
1891  and  1901  in  the  Administrative  County,  the  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  of  Wilts  : — 


Inhabited  Houses. 

Increase  or  decrease  of 
inhabitated  houses 
between  1891  &  1901. 

Population.. 

Increase  or  decrease  of 
population  between 
1891  and  1901. 

18S1 

1901 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

1891 

1901 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

WILTSHIRE 

56912 

60716 

3804 

•  • 

262551 

271394 

8843 

•  • 

URBAN  DISTRICTS. 

Bradford-on-Avon  . . 

1150 

1119 

(  , 

31 

4943 

4514 

•  • 

429 

Caine 

751 

812 

61 

3495 

3457 

•  t 

38 

Chippenham 

985 

1101 

116 

4618 

5074 

456 

•  • 

Devizes 

1385 

1431 

46 

6426 

6532 

106 

•  « 

Malmesbury 

695 

687 

•  • 

8 

2946 

2854 

.  * 

110 

Marlborough 

618 

623 

5 

3012 

3046 

34 

.  • 

Melksham 

492 

579 

87 

2078 

2450 

372 

•  • 

Salisbury  . . 

3222 

3652 

430 

15533 

17117 

1584 

•  • 

Swindon  . . 

5852 

9240 

3388 

33001 

45006 

12005 

.  . 

Trowbridge 

2722 

2817 

95 

12046 

11526 

•  • 

520 

Warminster 

1253 

1264 

11 

5563 

5547 

•  • 

16 

Westbury 

1072 

802 

•  • 

270 

3341 

3305 

.  . 

36 

Wilton 

480 

518 

38 

•  • 

2120 

2203 

83 

•  • 

Totals 

20677 

24645 

4277 

309 

99140 

112631 

14640 

1149 

RURAL  DISTRICTS. 

Amesbury 

1566 

1668 

102 

•  • 

6878 

8268 

1390 

Bradford-on-Avon  .. 

1153 

1134 

•  • 

19 

5408 

5071 

.  . 

337 

Caine 

1184 

1128 

•  • 

56 

5014 

4614 

•  • 

400 

Chippenham 

3738 

3996 

258 

•  • 

17050 

17885 

835 

.  . 

Crieklade  and  \ 

Wootton  Bassett  ) 

2658 

2594 

•  • 

64 

11835 

11357 

478 

Devizes 

2898 

2803 

•  • 

95 

13318 

13070 

.  . 

248 

Highworth 

3015 

3157 

142 

•  • 

14309 

14279 

•  • 

30 

Malmesbury 

2263 

2222 

•  9 

41 

10203 

9822 

381 

Marlborough 

1162 

1131 

0  • 

31 

5494 

5412 

82 

Melksham 

993 

1012 

19 

•  • 

4480 

4440 

.  . 

40 

Mere 

1357 

1258 

•  » 

99 

5762 

5210 

•  • 

552 

Pewsey 

2678 

2576 

•  • 

102 

11713 

11211 

502 

Ramsbury 

1877 

1747 

•  • 

130 

8023 

7094 

•  . 

929 

Salisbury  . . 

2706 

2795 

89 

•  . 

12894 

12860 

•  • 

34 

Tisbury  .. 

1956 

1845 

•  • 

Ill 

8597 

7714 

•  • 

883 

Warminster 

1846 

1611 

•  • 

235 

7470 

6234 

•  • 

1236 

Westbury  and  \ 

Whorwellsdown  j 

1364 

1602 

238 

•  • 

6786 

6399 

•  • 

387 

Wilton 

1739 

1715 

•  • 

24 

7774 

7467 

•  • 

307 

Tetbury  (Wilts  portion) 

82 

77 

•  • 

5 

403 

356 

•  • 

47 

Totals 

36325 

36071 

848 

1012 

163411 

158763 

2225 

6873 
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Births. 

The  Births  registered  in  the  districts  within  the  administrative  County  numbered  6808 
against  6644  in  1902.  8002  were  registered  in  the  Urban  Districts  as  against  2830  in  1902,  and 

3806  in  the  Rural  Districts  as  against  3814  in  1902.  The  Birth-rate  corresponded  to  24  91  per 
1000  of  the  population,  or  25'84  in  the  Urban  and  24‘24  in  the  Rural  Districts.  The  Birth-rate 
shows  a  slight  increase  as  compared  with  1902. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  average  Birth-rate  of  the  whole  administrative  County 
per  1000  of  the  estimated  population  for  the  years  1891-1903,  and  for  the  Urban  and  Rural 
Districts  for  the  years  1893-1903,  together  with,  for  purposes  of  comparison,  the  corresponding 
rates  for  England  and  Wales,  and  for  the  large  towns  in  England : — 


DISTRICTS. 

1891 

1892 

1893 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

'  V 

1902 

1903 

Administrative  County 

i 

j 

278 

270 

27  9 

261 

26-8 

26-4 

25-7 

25  0 

2469 

24-37 

24-93 

24-40 

24-91 

Urban  Districts 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

279 

29-2 

28  3 

25-2 

25-6 

24-47 

24  70 

25-75 

24-67 

25  84 

Rural  Districts 

•  • 

•  • 

26  3 

25  3 

25-4 

25  4 

24-5 

24-5 

24-74 

24  13 

24-35 

24-20 

24-24 

England  and  Wales 

31-4 

30-5 

30  8 

29  6 

30-4 

29-7 

29-7 

29-4 

29-3 

28-9 

28-5 

28-6 

28-4 

Large  towns  in  England 

32-5 

31  8 

31-8 

306 

31-2 

30-7 

30*7 

30-3 

30-2 

29  4 

300 

•  • 

•  • 

From  this  it  will  be  seen  that  the  Birth-rate  of  the  County,  although  slightly  increased 
in  the  combined  Urban  Districts  and  the  combined  Rural  Districts  has  been,  and  still  is, 
considerably  below  the  average  for  England  and  Wales.  The  Birth-rate  for  England  and  Wales 
in  1903  was  0  2  per  1000  below  the  rate  for  1902,  and  lower  than  any  year  on  record.  Compared 
with  the  average  in  the  ten  years  1893-1902,  the  Birth-rate  of  England  and  Wales  shows  a 
decrease  of  TO  per  1000,  whilst  the  decrease  in  the  Birth-rate  of  the  Administrative  County  of 
Wilts  for  the  same  period  was  only  0  71  per  1000. 

The  diminution  of  the  Birth-rate  is  not,  in  my  opinion,  due  to  any  physical  deterioration 
on  the  part  of  the  population,  but  rather  to  certain  social  conditions.  In  support  of  the  view 
that  the  change  is  due  to  social  and  not  to  physical  influences  may  be  instanced  by  the  observation, 
that  where  the  marriage  Birth-rate  is  lowest,  the  illegitimate  Birth-rate  is  highest.  Everywhere 
the  marriage  age  tends  to  increase,  and  the  proportion  of  children  per  marriage  diminishes  ;  it  is 
only  a  question  of  degree,  and  of  time.  From  the  following  Table  it  will  be  observed  that  the 
total  number  of  Births  is  decreasing,  although  the  Marriage  Rate  is  increasing,  the  balance  of 
population  is  maintained  by  a  decrease  in  the  total  number  of  deaths. 
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Table  showing  total  number  of  Births,  Deaths,  and  Marriages,  registered  during  the  years 
1890-1903  in  the  Registration  County  of  Wilts. 


Year. 

- r- - 

births. 

(Exclusive  of  Still-Lorn). 

fBL 

DEATHS. 

(Exclusive  of  Still-born.) 

Marriages. 

Persons 
man  ied 
in  1000 
living. 

Total. 

Legiti 

1 

mate. 

Illegit 

imate. 

Total. 

Males. 

Females. 

Males. 

■' 

Females. 

Males. 

Females. 

1890 

6997 

3319 

i 

3376 

153 

149 

4114 

2052 

2062 

1662 

131 

1891 

7101 

3444 

3358 

157 

142 

4317 

2164 

2153 

1685 

13-2 

1892 

6925 

3340 

3327 

138 

120 

4578 

2301 

2277 

1734 

13  5 

1893 

7159 

3492 

3384 

133 

150 

4112 

2022 

2090 

1649 

12  9 

1894 

6711 

3299 

, 

3126 

136 

150 

3969 

2028 

1941 

1682 

131 

1395 

6912 

3425 

1 

3221 

141 

125 

4095 

2117 

1978 

1696 

13-2 

1896 

6828 

3351 

3201 

150 

126 

3567 

1852 

1715 

1700 

131 

1897 

6632 

3240 

3125 

140 

127 

3817 

1987 

1830 

1761 

13  6 

1898 

6770 

3318 

3169 

155 

128 

3807 

1937 

1870 

1780 

13  7 

1899 

6726 

3304 

3157 

138 

127 

4266 

2173 

2093 

1929 

14-9 

1900 

6548 

3195 

3089 

121 

143 

3888 

2034 

1854 

1824 

13-9 

1901 

6606 

3218 

3122 

121 

145 

3728 

1908 

1820 

1845 

14  0 

1902 

6442 

•  • 

•  • 

•  . 

.  . 

3896 

•  • 

•  • 

1940 

e  s 

1903 

6587 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

3516 

•  • 

•  • 

1998 

The  Birth-rate  varied  in  the  Urban  Districts  from  36*37  per  1009  of  the  estimated 
population  in  the  Malmesbury  District,  to  18  02  in  the  Wilton  District.  In  the  Rural  Districts 
the  variation  was  between  30*40  in  the  Highworth  District,  and  19*37  per  1000  in  the  Warminster 
District. 

The  Birth-rates  of  the  several  Urban  Districts  as  given  by  the  Medical  Officers  were  as 
follows : — 


Per  1000  of 

Per  1000  of 

estimated  population. 

estimated  population. 

Malmesbury 

36*37 

Warminster 

23-62 

Swindon 

29*42 

Westbury 

22-43 

Caine 

28*10 

Marlborough 

22  34 

Bradford-on-Avon 

27*32 

Salisbury... 

21-62 

Chippenham 

25*17 

Trowbridge 

19-69 

Melksham 

24-96 

Wilton 

18-02 

Devizes  ... 

24*26 

The  Rural  District  Birth-rates 

(- 

were  as  follows  : — 

Per  1000  of 

Per  1000  of 

;  estimated  population. 

estimated  population. 

Highworth 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

30-40 

Westbury  &  Whorwellsdown  23 ‘40 

Marlborough 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

27-66 

Ramsbury 

23-01 

Pewsey  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

27-36  * 

Bradford-on-Avon  ... 

22-77 

Melksham 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

26-85 

Salisbury... 

21-78 

Cricklade  &  Wootton  Bassett 

26*63 

Malmesbury 

21-54 

Amesbury 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

25-04 

Tisbury  ... 

21-09 

Chippenham 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

24-87 

Tetbury  ... 

20*11 

Caine 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

24-70 

Devizes  ... 

19*73 

Mere 

A 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

24-31 

Warminster 

19-37 

Wilton 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

23-49 

Deaths. 

The  number  of  Deaths  registered  in  the  administrative  County  in  1903  was  3655.  The 
natural  increase  of  population  (excess  of  Births  over  Deaths)  was  3153,  against  2656  in  1902. 

The  Death-rate  for  the  administrative  County  was  1 3*37  per  1000  of  the  estimated 
population  compared  with  1464  in  1902  ;  for  the  combined  Urban  Districts  12T1  per  1000;  for 
the  combined  Rural  Districts  14*31  per  1000.  There  was  a  considerable  difference  in  the  Death- 
rates  of  the  various  Districts,  the  range  in  the  Urban  Districts  being  from  16  67  per  1000  in 
Westbury  to  10*30  per  1000  in  Melksham.  In  the  Rural  Districts  the  Death-rate  varied  from 
17*02  in  Highworth  District  to  10*80  in  Wilton  District. 

Th  e  average  Death-rate  of  the  whole  administrative  County  per  1000  of  population,  and 
of  the  combined  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  respectively,  for  the  years  189R1903  is  shown  in  the 
following  Table,  together  with  the  corresponding  rates  for  England  and  Wales,  and  for  the  large 
towns  in  England,  taken  from  the  Registrar  General’s  Returns  : 


DISTRICTS 

1891 

1892 

1993 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1898 

1899 

1909 

1901 

1902 

1903 

Administrative  County 

169 

178 

16  0 

15  4 

15  9 

13  8 

'  14-8 

14-4 

15-76 

14  61 

14  12 

14-64 

13  37 

Urban  Districts 

•  • 

•  . 

15-6 

15  2 

14  8 

13-7 

13-2 

13  1 

15  44 

13  00 

13-54 

1315 

1211 

Rural  Districts 

•  • 

•  • 

16-3 

15-9 

15-6 

13  0 

13  9 

15  5 

15-97 

15  75 

14  53 

15-73 

14-31 

England  and  Wales 

20  2 

19  0 

19-2 

16  6 

18-7 

17T 

17:4 

17-6 

18  3 

18  3 

16-9 

16-3 

15.4 

Town  Districts  in 
England 

22-4 

20-6 

21-5 

180 

20  5 

18-9 

190 

18  3 

20-2 

18  1 

18-6 

17-4 

16  3 

Country  Districts  of 
England  and  Wales  . . 

18  5 

181 

174 

15  6 

17  0 

15  3 

15  8 

16  0 

17  1 

17-5 

15-7 

15  3 

14-8 

From  the  above  it  will  be  seen  that  the  Death-rate  of  the  County  compares  very  favour¬ 
ably  with  the  average  for  England  and  Wales,  as  also  does  the  combined  Urban  Death-rate  with 
that  of  the  large  towns  and  the  Rural  Death-rate  with  that  of  the  Country  Districts  of  England 
and  Wales. 

The  number  of  deaths  per  1000  of  population  does  not  depend  entirely  on  the  vitality  of 
the  population,  but  is  largely  modified  by  the  age  constitution,  that  is  to  say,  by  the  relative 
proportion  of  young,  middle  aged,  and  old  persons.  “  Crude  Death-rates,”  that  is  to  say,  the  ratio 
of  deaths  to  population,  without  regard  to  sex  or  age,  represent  facts  and  represent  them  in  a 
simple  and  convenient  form.  They  are  used  throughout  in  this  report,  and  may  be  safely  used 
to  give  approximate  indications  of  changes  in  successive  years,  or  in  small  groups  of  years.  The 
Death-rates  of  the  various  Counties  of  England  and  Wales  are  affected  by  differences  of  age  and 
sex  constitution  very  diversely.  For  the  year  1901*  for  the  Registration  County  of  Wilts,  the 
Death-rate  before  correction  was  14*1,  after  correction  12*2  ;  whilst  Lancashire  was  19*4  before 
correction,  and  21T  after  correction.  The  explanation  of  these  differences  is  found  in  the  fact 
that  in  the  increasing  population  of  Lancashire,  a  larger  proportion  of  the  population  are  found 
living  between  the  ages  of  5 — 65  years,  than  in  the  relatively  stationary  population  of  a  Rural 
County  like  Wilts,  where  there  is  a  larger  proportion  of  the  population  exposed  to  the  high  risk 
of  mortality  attaching  to  the  beginning  and  the  end  of  life.  In  1901*  after  correction  for  age 
and  sex  constitution,  the  healthiest  Counties  in  England  and  Wales  were  Huntingdonshire, 
Oxfordshire,  Rutlandshire,  Wiltshire,  Dorsetshire,  Hertfordshire,  and  Herefordshire,  with  rates 
ranging  from  11*3  to  12  3. 

During  the  year  1901,  out  of  every  1000  persons  living  in  England  and  Wales,  16*9 
persons  died,  of  these  18T  were  Males  and  15*8  were  Females  ;  in  Wiltshire  the  figures  were  14*1 
per  1000,  and  14*6  Males  and  13*7  Females,  thus  showing  there  was  not  that  great  disparity  in 
the  deaths  in  the  two  sexes  that  obtained  in  so  many  of  the  Counties  of  England  and  Wales. 


*  The  figures  for  1902  and  1903  are  not  yet  available. 
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I  am  dependent  for  my  statistics  upon  the  Tables  sent  in  by  the  Medical  Officers  of 
Health,  and  these  do  not  lend  themselves  to  accurate  calculation  of  corrected  Death-rates  for  the 
administrative  County.  I  therefore  have  to  wait  for  the  Annual  Reports  of  the  Registrar 
General,  and  these  are  not  as  a  rule  issued  until  18  to  21  months  or  more  after  the  close  of  a 
year.  The  Report  for  1901  was  issued  in  September,  1903. 

The  Registrar  General’s  Report  deals  with  Registration  Counties,  the  boundaries  of  which 
differ  much  from  the  Administrative  County.  For  instance,  the  Ramsbury  Rural  District  of 
Wiltshire  is  shown  in  the  figures  for  Berkshire  as  a  portion  of  the  Hungerford,  Kintbury,  and 
Lambourne  sub-registration  districts  of  the  Hungerford  Registration  district,  and  the  figures  are 
difficult  to  abstract.  The  figures  for  the  Tetbury  parishes  appear  in  the  Gloucestershire  figures 
for  the  Tetbury  Registration  District. 

In  the  Urban  Districts  there  were  79  fewer  deaths  registered  than  in  1902.  There  was 
an  increase  in  the  mortality  amongst  very  young  children,  there  being  2  more  deaths  under  1 
year  ;  but  31  fewer  deaths  between  the  ages  of  1  and  5  years.  There  was  a  decrease  of  15  in 
the  number  of  deaths  between  5  and  15  years,  a  decrease  of  14  between  15  and  25  years,  and  an 
increase  of  8  deaths  between  the  ages  of  25  and  65.  There  was  a  decrease  of  29  in  the  number 
of  deaths  of  persons  over  65  years  of  age. 

In  the  Rural  Districts  there  were  272  fewer  deaths  registered  than  in  1902.  Here  there 
was  a  decrease  in  the  mortality  amongst  young  children,  there  being  67  fewer  deaths  under  one 
year,  and  46  fewer  between  1  and  5  years.  There  were  8  fewer  deaths  between  the  ages  of  5 
and  15  years,  3  fewer  between  15  and  25  years,  and  34  fewer  between  the  ages  of  25  and  65 
years.  There  was  a  decrease  of  114  over  the  age  of  65  years.  There  was  a  decrease  in  the  total 
number  of  deaths  from  all  causes  in  all  the  Districts  with  the  exception  of  Amesbury,  Cricklade 
and  Wootton  Bassett,  Highworth,  Ramsbury,  and  Tisbury. 

With  regard  to  the  Urban  Districts  there  were  two  whose  Death-rate  exceeded  the 
average  for  England  and  Wales,  viz  :  Devizes  and  Westbury. 

In  the  Rural  Districts  there  were  six  whose  death  rates  exceeded  the  average  for  the 
Country  Districts  of  England  and  Wales,  viz  :  Cricklade  and  Wootton  Bassett,  Devizes,  High- 
worth,  Tisbury,  Warminster  and  Tetbury. 


Number  of  Deaths  at  all  ages, 
their  Death-rates,  the  Urban  Districts  stand  thus : 


Arranged  in  the  order  of 

Per  1000  of 
estimated  population. 


Melksham  ...  ...  10*30 

Malmesbury  ...  ...  10 '59 

Bradford-on- Avon  ...  ...  10 *84 

Warminster  ...  ...  11 T8 

Swindon  ...  ...  11-22 

Trowbridge  ...  ...  11*46 

Chippenham  ...  ...  12 -00 


Per  1000  of 
estimated  population. 


Salisbury  ...  ...  12-73 

Marlborough  ...  ...  12-84 

Wilton  ...  ...  ...  13-06 

Caine  ...  ...  ...  1477 

Devizes  ...  ...  ...  16.63 

Westbury  ...  ...  16-67 


Arranged  in  the  order  of  their  Death-rates,  the  Rural  Districts  stand  as  follows  : — 


Per  1000  of 
estimated  population. 


Wilton  ...  ..  ...  10-80 

Amesbury  ...  ...  11*70 

Malmesbury  ...  ...  11*79 

Caine  ...  ...  ...  11*90 

Mere  ...  ...  ...  12*74 

Bradford-on- Avon  ...  ...  12-78 

Marlborough  ...  ...  13-17 

Chippenham  ...  ...  12’29 

Westbury  &  Whorwellsdown  14*23 
Salisbury  ...  ...  14-47 


Melksham 

•  •  • 

Per  1000  of 
estimated  population. 

14-66 

Pewsey  ... 

•  •  • 

14-76 

Warminster 

•  •  • 

...  15-19 

Ramsbury 

•  •  • 

...  15-48 

Tisbury  ... 

•  •  • 

...  15-52 

Devizes  ... 

•  •  • 

15-97 

Cricklade  &  Wootton 

Bassett  16 -95 

Highworth 

•  •  • 

17-02 

Tetburv  ... 

«* 

•  •  • 

22-98 
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Infantile  Mortality. — The  rate  for  the  County  was  unusually  favourable,  being  the 
lowest  recorded  since  1890.  The  proportion  of  Deaths  under  one  year  to  1000  Births  was 
85‘63 — Urban  89  27,  Rural  82*76.  The  increase  in  the  number  of  Births  accounts  for  the 
favourable  position  of  the  Urban  Districts,  as  there  were  three  more  deaths  in  1903  than  in  1902, 
but  there  were  172  more  Births  than  in  1902.  In  the  Rural  Districts  there  were  66  fewer 
Deaths  than  in  1902,  and  8  fewer  Births  than  in  1902. 

Throughout  England  and  Wales,  the  Infant  Death-rate  was  exceptionally  favourable,  the 
rate  of  mortality  in  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  to  1000  Births  was,  with  the  single  exception 
of  130  in  1881,  the  lowest  on  record.  From  the  subjoined  Table  it  will  be  observed  that  the 
rate  for  the  County  compares  very  favourably  with  that  for  England  and  Wales,  and  Rural 
England  and  Wales. 

It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  many  of  the  Medical  Officers  in  their  Annual  Reports  do 
not  direct  the  attention  of  their  Authorities  to  methods  for  the  saving  of  Infant  life. 

In  the  year  1901  amongst  “  Registration  Counties,”  infantile  mortality  ranged  from  91 
per  1000  in  Wiltshire,  95  in  Rutlandshire  and  in  Westmoreland,  96  in  Hertfordshire  and  in 
Huntingdonshire,  100  in  Dorsetshire,  and  103  in  Somersetshire,  to  161  in  Staffordshire,  167  in 
Warwickshire,  168  in  the  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire,  170  in  South  Wales,  178  in  Nottinghamshire, 
179  in  Lancashire  and  in  Durham,  and  182  in  Northumberland. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  average  infantile  Death-rate  for  the  administrative  County 
per  1000  births  for  the  years  1891-1903,  together  with,  for  purposes  of  comparison,  the 
corresponding  rates  for  England  and  Wales,  and  for  the  large  towns  taken  from  the  Registrar 
General’s  Returns  : — 


DISTRICTS. 

1891 

1892 

1893 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

Administrative  County 

100 

111 

98 

103 

102 

88 

113 

100 

116  05 

94  0 

93-70 

97-23 

85-63 

Urban  Districts 

•  • 

.  • 

t  • 

•  • 

•  - 

•  • 

110 

14754 

95-6 

106-8 

93-63 

89  27 

Rural  Districts 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

93 

94-87 

115  7 

83-8 

99  89 

82  76 

England  and  Wales 

149 

148 

159 

137 

161 

148 

156 

161 

163 

154  0 

151  0 

133  0 

1320 

Large  towns  in  England 

167 

173 

181 

152 

182 

168 

176 

178 

181 

172  0 

168  0 

145  0 

1440 

Rural  England  &  Wales 

•  « 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

t  • 

•  • 

•  • 

124 

138  0 

137 

135  0 

118  0 

Deaths  under  one  year. 

Arranged  in  order  of  their  Infantile  Mortality  Rates,  the  Urban  Districts  stand  as 
follows  : — 


Bradford-on- Avon  ... 

Per  1000  of 

Births. 

24*79 

Caine 

Per  1000  of 
Births. 

103-09 

Malmesbury 

29-12 

Swindon 

...  106-81 

Warminster 

38-16 

Marlborough 

114-94 

West  bury  - 

54-05 

Devizes  ... 

119-49 

Trowbridge 

62-22 

Wilton  ... 

150-00 

Salisbury... 

66-31 

Melksham 

158-73 

Chippenham 

76-92 

t 


12 


The  Rural,  in  respect  of  their  Infantile  Mortality  Rates  stand  thus: — 


Per  1000  of 

Per  1000  of 

Births. 

Births. 

Tetbury  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

o-oo 

Devizes  ... 

85-60 

Marlborough 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

flt  39*68 

Warminster 

86-20 

Amesbury 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

42-05 

Pewsey  ... 

...  88-81 

Salisbury 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

42-85 

Ramsbury 

...  94-33 

Mere 

•  •  •  •  •  * 

56-45 

Tisbury  ... 

...  94-33 

Westbury  &  Whorwellsdown 

60-81 

Bradford-on-Avon  ... 

96-49 

Wilton 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

63-21 

Malmesbury 

...  100  00 

Caine 

•  •  • 

71-42 

High  worth  ... 

...  119-81 

Chippenham 

Melksham 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

73-49 

84-03 

Cricklade  &  Wootton  Bassett  126-66 

It  will  be  observed  from  the  two  foregoing  Tables  that  the  only  Districts  which  exceeded 
the  average  for  England  and  Wales  were  the  Melksham  and  Wilton  Urban  Districts. 

Phthisis  Mortality. — The  deaths  attributed  to  Phthisis  in  the  administrative  County  were 
210,  of  these  92  were  registered  in  the  Urban  Districts,  and  118  in  the  Rural  Districts. 


The  following  Table  shows  the  Phthisis  Death-rate  per  1000  of  the  estimated  population 
for  the  administrative  County,  and  for  the  combined  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  respectively,  for 
the  twelve  years  1892-1903. 


AREAS. 

1892 

1893 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

Administrative 

No.  of  Deaths 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

302 

245 

216 

275 

269 

285 

246 

216 

210 

County. 

Rate  per  1000 

1-24 

113 

108 

1*11 

•90 

•78 

•99 

•96 

1  05 

•89 

•79 

•76 

Combined 

No.  of  Deaths 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

134 

108 

78 

109 

108 

119 

95 

95 

92 

Urban  Districts 

Rate  per  1000 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

1-28 

101 

•72 

•98 

•95 

105 

•81 

•82 

•79 

Combined 

No.  of  Deaths 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

168 

137 

138 

166 

161 

166 

151 

121 

118 

Rural  Districts 

Rate  per  1000 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

1-01 

*82 

•83 

101 

•97 

104 

•95 

•76 

•75 

England  and 
Wales 

Rate  per  1000 

1-468 

1-468 

1-385 

1-398 

1-307 

1-341 

1*31 

1-33 

1-33 

1-26 

•  • 

•  • 

From  the  above  Table  it  will  be  noticed  that  the  rate  for  the  administrative  County,  as 
a  whole,  is  lower  than  for  any  year  on  record. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  there  is  a  continued  reduction  in  the  number  of  deaths 
from  this  preventible  disease.  This  can  largely  be  accounted  for  by  the  increased  attention 
that  is  being  paid  by  the  various  Sanitary  Authorities  to  the  housing  of  the  people.  Overcrowd¬ 
ing,  absence  of  fresh  air  and  sunlight  are  the  conditions  most  favourable  in  assisting  the  causation 
and  extension  of  Consumption. 

The  new  Sanatorium  at  Winsley  now  in  course  of  erection  will  when  completed,  in 
addition  to  being  curative,  have  a  great  educational  value,  as  patients  are  taught  how  to  live  so 
as  to  secure  health  and  preserve  it,  and  each  patient  discharged  benefited  by  the  treatment 
disseminates  his  knowledge  to  his  family  and  friends.  It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  the 
County  Council  has  been  unable  to  assist  in  erection  of  the  Sanatorium. 


Table  showing  the  number  of  Deaths  from  Phthisis  and  Tubercular  Diseases,  in  the 
various  Registration  Districts  of  Wiltshire  for  fourteen  years  : — 


Registration  Districts. 

1890 

1891 

1892 

1893 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1 

Totals. 

Amesbury  . .  {  Ocular  Diseases 

6 

2 

7 

1 

9 

2 

6 

1 

7 

4 

9 

6 

2 

9 

2 

4 

1 

2 

2 

5 

•  • 

8 

3 

6 

1 

8 

•  • 

92 

21 

Bradford-on-Avon  {  Xuwtlar  Diseas'e^ 

12 

3 

5 

1 

3 

•  • 

11 

2 

12 

1 

10 

2 

12 

1 

8 

1 

5 

•  • 

9 

1 

4 

3 

5 

•  • 

10 

2 

4 

2 

8 

2 

115 

21 

Palnp  /  Phthisis 

vCllilC  .  •  t  rp  l  1  t-\  • 

C  1  ubercular  .L)is6rs6s 

7 

1 

10 

3 

10 

3 

9 

1 

4 

2 

2 

•  • 

3 

6 

2 

6 

6 

2 

10 

•  • 

11 

1 

11 

•  • 

98 

15 

Chippenham  . .  {  ^fb^lar  Disea  ”8 

28 

3 

22 

4 

29 

5 

26 

2 

32 

4 

20 

4 

23 

2 

17 

3 

21 

3 

17 

4 

20 

1 

15 

1 

14 

2 

17 

6 

301 

44 

Crieklade  . .  {  J  hjhisis  n. 

^  1  ubercular  Diseases 

15 

1 

20 

1 

25 

2 

16 

4 

15 

4 

19 

2 

16 

3 

10 

7 

11 

19 

4 

12 

3 

13 

8 

8 

6 

10 

9 

209 

54 

Devizes  ..{  Ph^nsis 

t  i  ubercular  Diseases 

39 

7 

24 

15 

29 

6 

18 

8 

27 

6 

48 

20 

22 

6 

21 

6 

19 

7 

20 

6 

18 

2 

29 

6 

29 

8 

29 

8 

9 

4 

333 

95 

Highworth  . .  {  Tutelar  Diseases 

53 

21 

67 

21 

62 

37 

43 

28 

67 

21 

58 

20 

46 

21 

59 

16 

72 

18 

69 

16 

54 

27 

64 

46 

66 

21 

838 

333 

Malmesbury  . .  {  Xutercular  Diseased 

21 

2 

16 

1 

14 

1 

14 

1 

14 

2 

18 

1 

13 

1 

8 

5 

14 

5 

6 

6 

12 

2 

12 

2 

10 

•  • 

10 

6 

182 

35 

Marlborough  . .  {  £“Iar  Diseas'e^ 

12 

2 

8 

4 

7 

2 

11 

1 

10 

3 

8 

4 

4 

8 

1 

12 

1 

4 

1 

7 

3 

3 

•  • 

3 

1 

5 

1 

102 

24 

Melksham  ..{  Diseased 

26 

5 

14 

2 

31 

3 

18 

8 

10 

2 

20 

3 

13 

1 

11 

4 

18 

3 

10 

4 

16 

2 

11 

9 

13 

11 

10 

5 

221 

57 

Mere  /  Phthisis  .  •• 

(  Tubercular  Diseases 

7 

0  • 

5 

7 

4 

5 

1 

5 

7 

1 

5 

4 

2 

5 

5 

2 

3 

5 

3 

3 

1 

1 

6 

•  • 

68 

11 

Pewsey  . .  {  XubSar  Diseas^ 

11 

4 

9 

2 

8 

4 

21 

4 

10 

4 

5 

2 

14 

4 

13 

1 

17 

3 

8 

1 

14 

5 

10 

6 

9 

2 

154 

45 

Ramsbury  . .  {  ^trcular  Diseas'e^ 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

6 

4 

4 

4 

10 

2 

8 

4 

2 

8 

6 

5 

57 

7 

Salisbury  Tubercular  Diseases 

53 

7 

40 

7 

38 

7 

42 

9 

40 

5 

49 

14 

36 

9 

40 

12 

42 

12 

41 

9 

36 

13 

23 

12 

14 

13 

17 

11 

511 

140 

Tj  l  f  Phthisis 

ilSDUry  *•  \  Tubercular  Diseases 

8 

1 

4 

5 

6 

2 

8 

2 

7 

3 

5 

4 

6 

2 

3 

5 

3 

1 

7 

1 

8 

1 

3 

3 

4 

3 

2 

3 

74 

36 

Warminster  . .  {  Tubtcular  Disease; 

15 

5 

8 

5 

14 

4 

21 

4 

11 

7 

13 

6 

12 

4 

13 

7 

9 

2 

13 

4 

10 

6 

7 

2 

9 

2 

2 

5 

157 

63 

ttt-  r  Phthisis 

Westbury  ..|  Tllbercular  Diseases 

17 

1 

6 

3 

* 

11 

2 

12 

2 

9 

1 

5 

5 

7 

11 

•  • 

5 

1 

5 

4 

8 

1 

6 

5 

4 

3 

4 

7 

110 

35 

Wilton  f  Phthisis  .  , 

Wlll0n  **\  Tubercular  Diseases 

11 

•  • 

10 

1 

7 

1 

7 

4 

5 

2 

14 

10 

2 

12 

10 

236 

7 

2 

5 

2 

15 

3 

9 

3 

4 

2 

9 

2 

125 

34 

TOTAL  Phthisis 

341 

268 

318 

291 

285 

301 

258 

272 

244 

274 

234 

216 

209 

3747 

TOTAL  Tubercular  Diseases 

65 

73 

87 

78 

70 

76 

57 

87 

59 

67 

62 

93 

107 

89 

1070 

The  Phthisis  Death-rate  varied  in  the  Urban  Districts  from  -00  per  1000  of  the  population 
in  Melksham,  to  2  318  per  1000  in  Caine.  In  the  Rural  Districts  the  rate  varied  from  T67  per 
1000  of  the  population  in  the  Warminster  District  to  1  471  per  1000  of  the  population  in  the 
High  worth  District. 
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During  the  year  299  persons  died  from  Phthisis,  and  the  various  forms  of  Tubercular 
Disease  in  this  County  ;  giving  a  Death-rate  from  this  cause  of  1*09  per  1000  of  the  population. 
The  deaths  from  Tubercular  Disease,  were  8*42  per  cent,  of  the  deaths  from  all  causes  in  the 
County.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1901  was  10*68  per  cent,  of  the  deaths  from  all 

causes. 

Although  Voluntary  Notification  of  Phthisis  was  adopted  in  two  or  three  Districts  in  the 
County  during  the  year,  very  little  work  has  been  done.  In  one  District  no  cases  were  notified, 
although  many  were  known  to  exist. 

A  considerable  number  of  specimens  of  sputum  were  examined  at  the  County  Laboratory 
for  Tuberculosis  from  various  Medical  practitioners  of  the  Countjg  free  of  all  cost. 

The  facilities  offered  by  the  County  Laboratory  to  Medical  Practitioners  for  the  exam¬ 
ination  of  sputa  should  be  more  fully  utilized,  as  the  successful  treatment  of  the  disease  depends 
upon  its  early  recognition. 

Cancer. 

The  subject  of  the  mortality  from  Cancer  continues  to  receive  a  considerable  amount  of 
attention  from  the  lay  public  and  Medical  men. 

I  have  endeavoured  to  construct  a  table  from  the  Registrar-General’s  Annual  Returns 
which  may  be  taken  as  fairly  accurate.  I  have  made  effort  to  obtain  information  as  to  sexes, 
ages  and  parts  affected,  occupation,  etc.,  but  my  efforts  have  so  far,  not  been  crowned  with  much 
success.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  Swindon  says  : — “  with  a  view  to  ascertaining  and 
“  gaining  information  as  to  the  influence  of  local  conditions  of  habitation,  mode  of  life,  diet  and 
“  habits  of  individuals  who  might  be  suffering  from  Cancer  in  one  of  its  various  forms,  1  had 
“  an  enquiry  form  printed  and  a  supply  sent  to  each  medical  man  practising  in  the  town,  in  the 
“  hope  that  they  would  give  the  information  asked  for  in  each  case  as  it  occurred  in  their  practice. 
“  I  regret,  however,  that  I  have  received  the  information  asked  for  in  only  two  out  of  the 
“  twenty-two  cases  registered  as  dying  from  Cancer  during  the  year. 

“  We  had  some  few  years  ago  an  International  Congress  held  in  London  on  the  subject  of 
“  Tuberculosis,  which  has  resulted  in  much  good.  It  is,  I  know,  the  opinion  of  many  scientists 
“  that  a  similar  Congress  should  be  held  with  respect  to  Cancer  Research,  and  it  would  seem  to 
“  be  a  practical  step  in  the  direction  of  sweeping  away  the  chaotic  mass  of  past  and  present 
“  traditions  which  envelopes  this  most  important  subject.” 

The  Death-rate  from  Cancer  has  been  steadily  rising  in  England,  Scotland  and  Ireland 
since  1876  and  the  same  remark  applies  to  the  majority  of  the  European  States. 

In  England  and  Wales  in  1864  the  rate  was  3*9  per  10,000  living  ;  in  1871  it  was  4*2  ; 
in  1881,  5*2  ;  in  1891,  6*9 ;  and  in  1900  it  has  risen  to  8*3,  and  in  1901  to  8*42  per  10,000  living. 

There  has  been  such  a  variation  of  the  Wiltshire  County  Boundary  that  figures  of  any 
comparative  value  are  not  obtainable  earlier  than  about  1890.  I  have  calculated  the  Cancer 
rates  for  each  year  of  the  period  1890-1903.  The  rates  for  the  census  years  1891  and  1901 
when  we  are  dealing  with  an  enumerated  population  are  7*5  and  7*9  per  10,000  persons  living  : 
whilst  the  rate  in  1902  was  8*74  per  10,000  estimated  living  ;  in  1903  it  was  7*7 6  per  10,000 
estimated  living. 

The  rates  for  many  of  the  Districts  of  the  County  of  Wilts  for  1903  were  considerably 
above  the  average  rate  for  England  and  Wales  notably  in  Urban  Districts.  Westbury  21*21 ; 
Marlborough  17*98  ;  Devizes  12*21  ;  Bradford-on-Avon  11*29  ;  Chippenham  9*68  ;  Trowbridge 
9*63  per  10,000  living.  In  the  Rural  Districts,  Mere  15*6S  ;  Marlborough  15*36  ;  Amesbury 
12*87  ;  Melksham  11*28  ;  Westbury  11*07  ;  Salisbury  9*33  ;  Tisbury  9*28  ;  Pewsey  9*00  ; 
Caine  8*82  ;  Ramsbury  8*68  per  10,000  living. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  deaths  from  Cancer  fcin  each  Registration 
District  of  the  County  of  Wilts,  years  1890-1903. 


Registration  Districts. 

1890 

1891 

1892 

1893 

1894 

1895 

1896  1897 

1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

Total. 

Amesbury 

4 

5 

3 

6 

7 

4 

« 

7 

3 

2 

5 

7 

3 

11 

73 

Bradford-on-Avon  . . 

9 

4 

5 

6 

5 

7 

5 

12 

4 

7 

11 

6 

11 

7 

99 

Caine 

8 

9 

6 

8 

6 

2 

6 

9 

8 

2 

12 

4 

10 

6 

96 

Chippenham 

20 

16 

16 

20 

10 

17 

12 

11 

16 

25 

18 

19 

18 

19 

237 

Crieklade 

7 

9 

6 

9 

13 

10 

9 

5 

13 

11 

8 

11 

4 

124 

Devizes 

21 

12 

22 

18 

23 

16 

20 

20 

18 

17 

19 

21 

17 

16 

260 

Highworth 

29 

27 

19 

26 

24 

25 

27 

38 

21 

40 

41 

32 

44 

29 

422 

Malmesbury 

4 

11 

5 

7 

14 

10 

14 

7 

8 

15 

10 

10 

14 

7 

136 

Marlborough 

10 

4 

8 

7 

10 

11 

11 

7 

7 

5 

9 

11 

6 

14 

120 

Melksham 

18 

18 

15 

14 

17 

14 

12 

16 

23 

15 

19 

14 

17 

17 

229 

Mere 

6 

4 

9 

4 

7 

5 

7 

4 

2 

2 

5 

4 

5 

8 

72 

Pewsey 

7 

7 

7 

10 

7 

12 

16 

9 

12 

9 

10 

3 

12 

10 

131 

Ramsbury 

5 

6 

5 

6 

5 

3 

7 

2 

3 

6 

6 

6 

9 

6 

75 

Salisbury 

29 

28 

27 

27 

40 

27 

31 

36 

32 

32 

42 

27 

.20 

24 

422 

Tisbury 

7 

9 

5 

5 

13 

4 

4 

9 

6 

4 

10 

9 

6 

7 

98 

Warminster 

11 

12 

12 

10 

16 

10 

14 

10 

6 

11 

15 

12 

14 

9 

162 

Westbury 

9 

7 

10 

4 

I  11 

10 

6 

6 

10 

12 

5 

11 

9 

14 

124 

Wilton 

5 

6 

9 

5 

7 

11 

5 

- 

6 

7 

8 

5 

5 

12 

4 

95 

TOTAL  —  Cancer  .. 

2G9 

194 

189 

1 

192 

235 

198 

212 

218 

191 

225 

253 

209 

238 

212 

2975 

Respiratory  Diseases  Mortality . — The  number  of  Deaths  from  Bronchitis,  Pneumonia 
and  Pleurisy  together,  registered  in  the  Administrative  County  amounted  to  502,  of  which  226 
were  in  the  Urban  Districts,  and  276  in  the  Rural  Districts 


The  following  table  show's  the  Death-rate  from  Respiratory  Disease  per  1000  of  the 
population  of  the  whole  County  for  the  combined  Urban  and  Ruial  Districts  for  the  years 
1895-1903. 


AREAS. 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

Administrative 

No.  of  Deaths 

763 

561 

591 

621 

794 

656 

595 

607 

502 

County 

Rate  per  1000 

2  82 

206 

215 

2  35 

2  84 

2-41 

2  19 

2  22 

1  83 

Combined  Urban 

No.  of  Deaths 

290 

224 

232 

232 

363 

240 

264 

255 

226 

Districts. 

Rate  per  1000 

2-78 

2  19 

214 

2  10 

3  25 

213 

- - - 

2-34 

2 22 

1-94 

Combined  Rural 

No.  of  Deaths 

473 

337 

359 

389 

431 

416 

331 

352 

276 

Districts. 

Rate  per  iooo 

2-85 

2  03 

2  10 

234 

260 

2  62 

2  08 

2  23 

1  75 
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General  Epidemic  Mortality. — The  total  number  of  deaths  from  Epidemic  Diseases  in 
the  whole  Administrative  County  was  130,  of  which  69  occurred  in  the  Urban  Districts,  and  61 
in  the  Rural  Districts  ;  under  the  head  of  “  Epidemic”  are  included  Small  Pox,  Measles,  Scarlet 
Fever,  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough,  Typhus,  Enteric  Fever,  Simple  or  Continued  Fever,  Diar¬ 
rhoea  and  Dysentery,  and  Cholera. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  total  mortality  from  the  principal  “  Epidemic  ”  Diseases 
for  the  Administrative  County,  and  for  the  combined  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  respectively  for 
the  years  1892-1903,  and  also  for  comparative  purposes  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  the 
years  1892-1903. 


AREAS. 

1892 

1893 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

Administrative 

No.  of  Deaths 

•  • 

.  . 

•  • 

202 

218 

302 

225 

364 

201 

175 

274 

130 

County. 

Rate  per  iooo 

•74 

•80 

110 

1-8 

1-30 

•74 

•64 

1  00 

•47 

Combined  Urban 

No.  of  Deaths 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

82 

99 

156 

127 

201 

08 

99 

128 

69 

Districts. 

Rate  per  iooo 

•  • 

•  • 

•  6 

•78 

•93 

1-44 

1  15 

177 

•71 

•87 

111 

•59 

Combined  Rural 

No.  of  Deaths 

•  • 

•  • 

O  • 

120 

119 

146 

98 

163 

121 

76 

146 

61 

Districts. 

Rate  per  iooo 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•72 

•71 

•88 

•59 

•98 

•76 

•37 

•92 

•38 

England  and 
Wales 

Rate  per  iooo 

a 

2  0 

2-5 

1*7 

2  1 

218 

215 

222 

2  21 

1-57 

2  05 

1  64 

1-46 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  Epidemic  mortality  was  below  the  average  rate  for  the 
whole  of  England  and  Wales  for  the  year  1903.  The  greatest  improvement  appears  to  have  been 
in  the  Rural  Districts. 

The  Epidemic  Death-rate  in  the  Chippenham,  Devizes,  Trowbridge,  Warminster,  and 
Wilton  Urban  Districts  exceeded  the  mean  rate  for  the  combined  Urban  Districts,  and  that  of 
Amesbury,  Bradford -on-Avon,  Chippenham,  Cricklade,  Marlborough,  Melksham,  Mere,  Pewsey, 
Ramsbury,  and  Warminster  Rural  Districts  exceeded  the  mean  rate  for  the  combined  Rural 
Districts.  The  only  District  which  exceeded  the  mean  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  the 
Chippenham  Urban  District. 


Notification  and  Mortality  from  Infectious  Diseases. 

During  the  year  I  have  received  each  month  from  every  District  a  return  showing  the 
number  of  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  in  each  parish  of  the  County,  and  have  published  the  same 
regularly  in  the  County  Notification  Summary,  a  copy  of  which  is  sent  to  each  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  the  Superintendent  of  the  County  Asylum,  &c.,  &c.,  during  the  first  week  of  each 
month.  The  following  Table  is  compiled  from  these  returns,  with  the  object  of  showing  the 
seasonal  rise  and  fall  in  the  incidence  of  the  various  diseases. 
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Monthly  totals  of  reported  cases  of  infectious  disease,  during  each  month  and  quarter  of 
the  year  1903  : 


DISEASES. 

Year 

1900 

Year 

1901 

Year 

1902 

Year 

1903 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

1st 

Qtr. 

A  pi. 

May 

June 

2nd 

Qtr. 

July 

Aug 

Sep. 

3rd 

Qtr. 

Oct. 

Nov 

Dec. 

4  th 
Qtr. 

Small  Pox 

4 

1 

5 

•  • 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

•  • 

1 

1 

1 

•  • 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

476 

924 

1200 

1121 

70 

83 

66 

219 

84 

105 

119 

308 

104 

123 

76 

303 

109 

105 

77 

291 

Diphtheria 

271 

193 

332 

332 

20 

23 

25 

68 

10 

15 

38 

63 

22 

20 

44 

86 

46 

37 

32 

115 

Membranous  Croup 

7 

6 

7 

4 

•  • 

2 

•  • 

2 

• . 

. . 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

1 

Cholera 

Erysipelas 

199 

214 

169 

123 

12 

15 

9 

36 

8 

6 

10 

24 

9 

14 

12 

35 

9 

14 

5 

28 

Typhus  Fever 

5 

1 

Enteric  Fever 

67 

74 

43 

41 

•  • 

11 

2 

13 

4 

2 

4 

10 

5 

2 

3 

10 

2 

3 

3 

8 

Continued  Fever  .. 

3 

1 

5 

1 

1 

•  • 

1 

Relapsing  Fever  .. 

Puerperal  Fever  .. 

17 

14 

12 

11 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

3 

4 

1 

2 

•  • 

3 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

1 

Totals 

1040 

1435 

1770 

1638 

103 

136 

104 

343 

107 

128 

175 

410 

142 

162 

136 

440 

167 

160 

118 

445 

The  figures  in  the  above  Table,  taken  from  the  monthly  returns  of  the  Medical  Officers  do 
not  in  all  cases  compare  with  the  figures  given  by  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health  on  Table  III 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  forms  which  are  tabulated  on  Tables  3a  and  3b  of  this  report. 

In  the  following  remarks  and  rates  of  Infectious  Disease  I  will  confine  myself  to  the 
figures  contained  in  the  tables  accompanying  the  Annual  Reports  of  the  Medical  Officers  of 
Health. 


Small  Pox. 

Five  cases  of  this  disease  were  reported  in  the  county  during  the  year,  viz.,  Devizes 
Urban  District  1,  Marlborough  Urban  1,  Amesbury  Rural  1,  Chippenham  Rural  1,  Wilton  Rural 
1.  The  cases  were  in  no  way  connected,  and  exceptional  means  were  taken  to  avoid  a  spread  of 
the  disease  and  as  far  as  this  county  is  concerned,  with  success. 

The  Devizes  case  occurred  in  the  County  Prison  in  a  prisoner,  a  tramping  printer  who 
had  been  committed  by  the  Magistrates  at  Chippenham  for  refusing  to  perform  his  task  in  the 
Casual  Ward  at  the  Workhouse.  He  was  committed  to  the  prison  at  Devizes  and  some  days 
afterwards  he  was  removed  to  the  Small-pox  Hospital,  and  all  who  came  in  contact  with  him 
were  vaccinated  and  there  was  no  further  spread  of  the  disease.  Steps  were  taken  to  warn  the 
Authorities  of  the  various  Districts  through  which  he  had  passed,  after  contracting  the  Disease 
at  Worcester,  and  special  attention  was  paid  to  tramps  throughout  the  County. 

The  Marlborough  case  was  in  the  daughter  of  an  inn-keeper  and  was  removed  to  Hospital 
and  there  was  no  further  spread. 

The  Amesbury  case  occurred  in  a  soldier  from  Liverpool,  encamped  on  W7est  Down.  He 
was  removed  to  the  Station  Hospital  at  Bulford  Camp  and  vigorous  methods  sucessfully 
undertaken  to  prevent  a  spread. 

The  Chippenham  Rural  case  occurred  at  Corsham  in  a  male  servant.  The  disease  was 
contracted  in  London.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  says  “  I  decided  to  isolate  the  patient  in  a 
“  shepherd’s  hut  in  a  field  remote  from  the  road,  as  your  Authority  had  no  Small-pox  Hospital. 
“  Fortunately  we  had  everything  provided  for  us  by  the  man’s  employer,  regardless  of  expense, 


18 


“  two  huts  being  brought  together  under  a  large  tent,  one  for  the  nurse,  the  other  for  the  patient, 
“food  being  brought  to  a  tent  near  the  huts  and  fetched  by  the  nurse.  The  strictest  rules  were 
“  enforced  for  isolation.  It  occurs  to  me  if  the  County  Council  had  two  Small-pox  Hospitals 
“  conveniently  situated  in  the  County,  each  with  an  ambulance,  they  would  be  able  to  deal  with  all 
“the  small-pox  outbreaks  occurring  in  the  County,  both  more  effectively  and  at  less  cost,  than 
“  expecting  each  Authority  to  provide  for  Small-pox  cases.  Medical  attendants  and  nurses  need 
“  only  be  employed  at  these  Hospitals  when  the  disease  was  present.” 

The  Wilton  case  occurred  in  the  workhouse  in  a  tramp  who  contracted  the  disease  in 
Dorsetshire.  He  was  removed  to  the  Small-pox  Hospital  at  Compton  Wood,  and  all  who  came  in 
contact  with  him  were  vaccinated  and  no  further  cases  occurred.  I  succeeded  in  tracing  all  the 
tramps  who  had  been  in  his  company  for  some  days  previously  and  they  were  detained  and 
vaccinated  in  the  various  districts  to  which  they  had  migrated. 

The  success  in  preventing  the  spread  of  Small-pox  in  each  of  the  above  cases  was  as  much 
due  to  the  promptness  in  which  re- vaccination  of  all  contacts  was  done  as  to  the  means  of 
isolation.  If  the  population  of  this  country  was  efficiently  vaccinated  in  infancy  and  re¬ 
vaccinated  at  a  later  date,  there  would  be  very  little  necessity  for  the  provision  of  expensive 
Small-pox  Hospitals.  This  is  well  borne  out  by  the  following  from  The  Lancet  of  23  April,  1904 

“  For  many  years  past  it  has  been  alleged  by  the  opponents  of  vaccination  that  the  immunity  from  Small-pox 
“  which  is  enjoyed  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  Fatherland  is  ascribable  not  to  the  system  of  compulsory  vaccination  and 
‘ ‘  re-vaccination  which  obtains  in  the  German  Empire  but  rather  to  the  Hospital  Isolation  which  it  is  alleged  is 
“practised  therein.  Mr.  Walter  Long,  with  his  customary  far-sightedness  and  independence,  determined  recently  to 
“have  the  matter  investigated  by  a  member  of  his  own  medical  staff,  and  consequently  Dr.  R.  Bruce  Low,  the 
“  second  assistant  medical  officer  in  the  medical  department  was  directed  to  proceed  to  Germany  in  order  to  make  the 
“necessary  investigations  and  to  report  to  the  President  thereon.  Dr.  Low  visited  ten  of  the  principal  towns  in 
“  Germany — i.e.,  Berlin,  Cologne,  Frankfort-on-Main,  Wiesbaden,  Mayence,  Munich,  Nuremburg,  Dresden,  Leipsic,  and 
“  Stuttgart,  and  at  each  place  he  made  detailed  inquiries  as  to  the  method  of  dealing  with  cases  of  Small-pox  and  as  to  the 
“  isolation  accommodation  provided  for  such  cases. 

“In  the  very  interesting  and  instructive  report  which  has  just  been  published,  Dr.  Low  furnishes  maps 
“showing  in  the  case  of  almost  every  town  visited  the  precise  position  of  the  Small-pox  pavilion,  if  such  it  can  be 
“called,  and  of  its  relation  to  the  surrounding  buildings.  The  reader  of  the  report  is  at  once  struck  hv  the  fact  that 
“in  nearly  every  town  the  pavilion  used  for  the  isolation  of  Small-pox  is  part  of  the  general  hospital,  and  further  that 
“such  pavilion  is  in  many  instances  not  separated  from  the  pavilion  used  for  the  isolation  of  cases  of  other 
'  ‘  ‘  infectious  diseases ;  indeed,  we  are  told  in  the  letterpress  that  in  several  places  no  separate  provision  whatever  is 
“  made  but  that  when  a  case  of  Small- pox  occurs  the  patients  from  one  of  the  pavilions  are  removed  and  the 
"“  Small-pox  case  or  cases  isolated  therein.  It  appeal’s,  moreover,  that  in  most  instances  the  pavilion  used  for  Small-pox 
“cases  is  supplied  with  food  from  the  general  kitchen  and  that  the  soiled  linen  of  the  patients  is  sent  after 
“disinfection  to  the  general  laundry.  It  is  quite  clear,  therefore,  that  the  immunity  of  Germany  from  Small-pox 
“is  in  no  sense  due  to  the  arrangements  for  isohting  cases  of  this  disease,  seeing  that  there  is  practically  no  special 
“provision  whatever;  in  fact,  the  Germans  seem  to  treat  the  whole  question  of  the  isolation  of  Small-pox  in  a 
“manner  in  which  we  in  this  country  would  be  inclined  to  regard  as  very  unsatisfactory  and  eminently  casual,  but 
“this  notwithstanding  it  appears  to  suffice.  In  Berlin,  with  a  population  of  just  under  2,000,000,  there  are  12  beds 
“reserved  for  Small-pox.  In  Cologne,  with  a  population  of  399,126,  no  beds  are  reserved.  At  Frankfort-on-Main 
“a  similar  remark  applies.  At  Mayence,  the  only  town  visited  in  which  separate  accommodation  exists,  only  one 
“  case  of  suspected  Small-pox  has  been  isolated  there  and  the  building  is  now  used  for  patients  convalescent  from 
“  non-infectious  diseases.  At  Munich  there  is  a  pavilion  for  14  beds  but  during  the  last  eight  years  only  seven 
“cases  have  been  isolated  therein.  Nuremburg  has  a  Small-pox  pavilion  with  12  beds  but  there  has  been  no  Small- 
“  pox  in  the  town  for  the  last  11  years.  When  cases  of  Small-pox  are  isolated  at  the  general  hospitals  no  panic 
“occurs,  there  is  no  incidence  of  the  disease  upon  the  surrounding  population.  The  immediate  attendants  upon  the 
“  sick  are  again  re- vaccinated  but  with  respect  to  the  general  staff  and  to  the  other  patients  reliance  is  placed  upon 
“the  general  routine  vaccination  and  re- vaccination  of  the  people.  IIow  different  is  all  this  from  the  conditions 
“which  obtain  in  this  country,  with  its  repeated  instances  of  the  excessive  incidence  of  Small-pox  upon  the  houses 
“  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Small-pox  hospitals  and  the  costly  machinery  necessary  to  obviate  such  occurrences. 
“And  yet,  few  if  any  persons,  conversant  with  the  history  of  Small-pox  in  London  and  of  the  influence  of  the 
“  Small-pox  hospitals,  would  venture  to  suggest  that  with  our  present  very  imperfect  protection  by  primary 
“vaccination  alone  London  should  again  “isolate”  its  cases  within  its  own  limits. 

“At  every  place  visited  by  Dr.  Low  inquiries  were  made  as  to  any  spread  of  the  disease  and  as  to  the 
“reasons  for  the  immunity  of  the  surrounding  population  and  in  every  case  the  answer  was  in  the  negative  and  the 
“explanation  of  the  immunity  of  the  population  sui rounding  the  hospital  was  the  protected  character  of  the  German 
“people.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  result  of  this  report  will  not  be  to  relax  our  own  precautions  as  to  the 
“isolation  of  Small-pox  without  at  the  same  time  insisting  on  a  general  re -vaccination  of  the  population.  To  do 
“this  would  he  a  fatal  step.  We  emphasise  this  knowing  that  those  who  are  not  familiar  with  the  history  of 
“  Small-pox  hospitals  in  this  country  will  use  this  report  by  Dr.  Low  as  a  justification  for  relaxing  necessary 
“precautions.  But  Mr.  Long  may  be  trusted  not  to  give  way  and  he  may,  we  hope,  also  he  trusted  to  introduce  a 
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“Bill  for  general  re-vaccination  so  as  to  put  an  end  to  the  costly  methods  of  isolation  practised  in  this  country, 
“leaving  the  disused  Small-pox  hospitals  for  the  use  of  the  tuberculous  sick  or  for  the  reduction  of  some  other 
“preventable  diseases. 

“  Germany  indeed  would  have  less  need  for  Small-pox  pavilions  on  the  sites  of  her  general  hospitals,  than  she 
“has  at  present,  were  it  not  for  the  continual  importation  of  Small-pox  by  foreigners,  or  by  German  subjects 
“returning  from  foreign  countries.” 


Scarlet  Fever. 

There  was  a  considerable  incidence  of  this  disease  in  the  County  at  various  times 
throughout  the  year.  Cases  were  notified  from  all  the  Urban  Districts  with  the  exception  of 
Caine  and  Malmesbury,  and  all  the  Rural  Districts  with  the  exception  of  Caine,  Ramsbury,  and 
the  two  parishes  of  Tetbury  in  Wiltshire.  In  all  1151  cases  were  reported.  Of  these  667  wTere 
in  the  Urban  Districts,  371  being  notified  from  Swindon,  193  from  Salisbury,  and  38  from 
Chippenham.  In  the  Rural  Districts  484  cases  were  notified,  including  23  Anoesbury,  20  Brad¬ 
ford,  80  Chippenham,  40  Cricklade,  26  Devizes,  103  Highworth,  21  Pewsey,  48  Salisbury, 
42  Warminster,  and  32  Westbury. 

The  sickness  rate  from  this  disease  was  4*21  per  1000  of  the  population  of  the  County. 
The  mortality  was  low,  only  24  deaths  being  registered  in  the  whole  County,  namely,  15  in  the 
Urban  and  9  in  the  Rural  Districts,  giving  a  mortality  of  2*08  per  cent,  of  the  notified  cases,  or  a 
death-rate  from  this  cause  of  0*087  per  1C00  of  the  population  of  the  County.  During  the  year 
1898  there  were  646  cases  notified,  the  death-rate  being  0*035  per  1000  of  the  population.  The 
mortality  in  the  year  1899  was  2 ‘7 8  per  cent,  of  the  notified  cases,  and  the  death-rate  0'035  per 
1000  of  the  population.  In  1900  the  mortality  was  0*63  per  cent,  of  the  notified  cases,  and  the 
death-rate  0*0011  per  1000  of  the  population  ;  in  1901  the  mortality  was  1T7  per  cent,  of  the 
notified  cases,  and  the  death-rate  0*045  per  1000  of  the  population;  and  in  1902  it  was  1*61  per 
cent,  of  the  notified  cases,  and  the  death-rate  0  073  per  1000  of  the  population  of  the  County. 

The  death  rate  from  Scarlet  Fever  in  England  and  Wales  in  1899-1900  was  0T2  per 
1000  of  the  population.  In  1901  the  rate  was  0T3,  in  1902  it  was  0T5,  and  in  1903  it  was  0T2 
per  1000  ;  thus  the  rates  for  Wiltshire  compare  very  favourably  with  those  of  the  rest  of 
England  and  Wales. 

The  Isolation  Hospital  accommodation  available  was  found  to  be  inadequate  in  nearly 
every  District  in  the  County,  and  the  Hospitals  were  in  some  instances  at  times  most  seriously 
overcrowded. 


Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup. 

Three  hundred  and  forty-three  cases  were  notified,  of  which  3  were  notified  as  Mem¬ 
branous  Croup.  137  of  the  cases  were  in  the  Urban  Districts,  and  206  in  the  Rural  Districts. 
43  deaths  were  registered,  25  in  the  Urban  and  18  in  the  Rural  Districts,  giving  a  mortality  of 
12*53  per  cent,  of  the  cases  notified.  The  death-rate  from  this  cause  for  the  Administrative 
County  was  0157  per  1000  of  the  population.  The  death-rate  in  1902  was  0*1909,  in  1901  it 
was  0*099,  and  in  1900  it  was  0*173  per  1000  of  the  population.  The  death-rate  from  this  cause 
in  England  and  Wales  was  0*18  per  1000  of  the  population  for  the  year  1903,  0*23  per  1000  for 
the  year  1902,  0*27  per  1000  for  the  year  1901,  and  for  the  year  1900  it  was  0*29. per  1000. 

Of  the  137  cases  notified  in  the  Urban  Districts,  43  were  reported  from  Chippenham, 
26  from  Salisbury,  26  from  Swindon,  12  from  Trowbridge,  and  16  from  Wilton.  Of  the  206 
cases  in  the  Rural  Districts,  55  were  reported  from  Chippenham,  35  from  Cricklade,  19  from 
Devizes,  11  from  Highworth,  36  from  Mere,  and  12  from  Wilton.  The  deaths  in  the  Urban 
Districts  occurred  at  Chippenham  9,  Devizes  1,  Marlborough  1,  Salisbury  5,  Swindon  2,  Trow¬ 
bridge  3,  Warminster  1,  and  W7ilton  3.  In  the  Rural  Districts — Chippenham  9,  Cricklade  2, 
Devizes  1,  Marlborough  1,  Melksham  1,  Mere  1,  Tisbury  2,  and  Wilton  1. 
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Diphtheria  may  be  said  to  be  endemic  in  certain  Districts  of  the  County.  The  evidence 
of  the  various  outbreaks  in  the  County  very  clearly  shows  that  a  considerable  proportion,  if  not 
the  majority,  of  the  cases  were  due  to  infection  transmitted  from  person  to  person  in  schools, 
due  in  most  part  to  attendance  at  school  of  unrecognised  and  “  carrier  ”  cases,  or  cases  that  have 
had  the  disease  in  a  light  or  unrecognised  form,  probably  with  none  of  the  usual  clinical  symp¬ 
toms.  The  bacillus  of  Diphtheria  remains  in  the  throat  and  nasal  secretions  for  a  considerable 
period  after  all  symptoms  of  the  disease  have  disappeared.  There  is  no  subject  with  which 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  concerned  for  which  the  attempt  is  more  needed 
than  the  attempt  to  prevent  the  school  dissemination  of  Diphtheria.  No  case  of  notified  Diph¬ 
theria  should  be  allowed  to  return  to  school  until  the  throat  and  nose  secretions  are  proved  by 
bacteriological  examination  to  be  free  from  the  Klebs  Loffler  bacillus.  A  time  limit  is  not 
sufficient,  as  the  bacillus  has  been  found  in  a  virulent  form  in  nasal  and  throat  secretions  in  this 
County  during  the  past  year  three  months  after  all  clinical  symptoms  have  disappeared.  Medical 
Officers  of  Health  on  application  to  the  County  Laboratory,  County  Offices,  Trowbridge,  are 
supplied  free  of  all  cost  with  swabs  for  the  purpose  of  collecting  material  from  suspected  throats, 
and  these  are  examined  and  a  report  on  each  case  forwarded  free  of  all  cost.  During  the  past 
year  more  than  250  examinations  and  re-examinations  were  made. 

In  December  a  patient  at  Ashley  Wood,  East  Tisbury,  became  infected  and  died  of  Diph¬ 
theria.  It  is  an  interesting  fact  in  connection  with  this  case  that  a  severe  epidemic  disease 
destroyed  a  large  number  of  hand-reared  partridges  close  to  the  house  in  which  the  child  lived. 
Bacteriological  examination  of  two  birds  dead  of  the  disease  demonstrated  the  presence  of  an 
organism  very  like  the  diphtheria  bacillus  found  in  human  beings.  Cultivations  of  this  bacillus 
produced  the  same  disease  in  guinea-pigs  and  pigeons,  and  it  is  possible  that  the  poison  may 
have  been  brought  into  the  house  through  the  medium  of  dead  birds,  and  have  ultimately 
infected  the  patient. 


Enteric  or  Typhoid  and  Continued  Fever. 

This  disease  did  not  appear  in  epidemic  form  in  any  part  of  the  County  during  the  year, 
and  slightly  fewer  cases  were  notified  than  in  1902.  48  cases  in  all  were  notified,  as  compared 

with  53  cases  in  1902,  of  which  23  occurred  in  the  Urban  Districts,  and  25  in  the  Rural 
Districts.  6  of  the  Urban  cases  and  3  of  the  Rural  cases  terminated  fatally,  giving  a  case 
mortality  of  18‘75  per  cent.  The  death-rate  from  this  cause  was  0  032  per  1000  of  the  popula¬ 
tion,  which  compares  very  favourably  with  the  rate  of  010  for  England  and  Wales.  Of  the  23 
cases  notified  in  the  Urban  Districts  8  occurred  at  Swindon  with  3  deaths,  7  cases  occurred  at 
Salisbury  (no  deaths),  and  6  at  Trowbridge  (2  deaths).  Of  the  25  cases  in  the  Rural  Districts, 
4  occurred  in  the  Amesbury  District  (1  death),  1  Bradford-on-Avon  (1  death),  4  Chippenham, 
3  Cricklade,  1  Devizes,  1  Malmesbury,  1  Marlborough,  3  Melksham  (1  death),  1  Pewsey,  5  Salis¬ 
bury,  and  1  Wilton. 

Puerperal  Fever. 

There  were  11  cases  notified,  3  in  the  Urban  Districts  and  8  in  the  Rural  Districts.  1  of 
the  Urban  cases  and  2  of  the  Rural  cases  died.  In  the  Urban  Districts  the  3  cases  were  notified 
from  Swindon  with  1  death.  In  the  Rural  Districts  1  case  was  notified  in  the  Chippenham 
District,  1  case  notified  from  Devizes,  1  case  notified  from  Melksham  with  1  death,  1  case  from 
Mere,  1  case  from  Pewsey,  2  cases  from  Warminster,  and  1  case  notified  in  the  Westbury  District 
with  1  death. 

Measles. 

This  disease  was  much  less  prevalent  throughout  the  County  during  the  year  than  in 
1902,  there  being  only  7  deaths,  as  compared  with  77  in  1902.  2  occurred  in  the  Urban  Districts — 
Caine  1  and  Warminster  1  ;  and  5  in  the  Rural  Districts — Bradford-on-Avon  1,  Salisbury  2,  and 
Warminster  2. 
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The  death-rate  for  the  Administrative  County  from  this  cause  was  0  0256  per  1000  of  the 
population,  whilst  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  027. 

During  the  thirteen  years  1891-1903  there  were  157356  deaths  from  Measles  in  England 
and  Wales,  and  611  in  the  County  of  Wilts. 

The  fact  that  Measles  is  highly  infective  for  some  three  days  before  the  rash  appears, 
militates  seriously  against  the  success  of  efforts  made  to  limit  this  disease.  The  highest  mortality 
from  Measles  is  under  the  age  of  five  years,  and  if  the  age  of  attack  is  postponed  until  after  five 
years,  the  mortality  is  greatly  decreased.  The  school  attendance  of  infants  at  age  periods  when 
they  are  particularly  liable  to  infection  is  undoubtedly  responsible  for  the  propagation  of 
epidemics,  and  consequently  a  large  proportion  of  the  preventive  deaths.  It  is  now  recognised 
by  Medical  Officers  of  Health  that  it  is  undesirable  for  children  under  five  years  of  age  to  attend 
school,  owing  to  the  many  disadvantages  and  dangers  of  early  school  attendance. 

The  remarkably  low  death-rate  from  Measles  in  Wiltshire  in  1903  is  largely  due  to 
climatic  influences,  as  pulmonary  complications  so  frequently  cause  death  in  children  suffering 
from  Measles.  The  death-rate  from  pulmonary  diseases  in  the  County  was  much  below  the 
average. 

Whooping  Cough. 

Sixteen  deaths  were  registered  from  this  cause,  compared  with  60  in  1902 ;  giving  a 
death-rate  for  the  County  of  0  058  per  1000  of  the  population.  The  death-rate  in  this  County 
in  1902  was  0‘22,  in  1901  it  was  0T8,  in  1900  it  was  01)68,  and  in  1899  it  was  025.  The  rate 
for  England  and  Wales  in  1903  was  0  27,  for  1902  it  was  0  29  ;  1901  0  30,  and  for  1900  0’34. 

Diarrhoea. 

This  disease  was  less  fatal  than  in  1902,  only  31  deaths  occurring,  equal  to  a  death-rate 
of  0113  per  1000  of  the  population.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1903  was  0*50  per 
1000,  and  for  England  and  Wales,  less  the  large  towns,  the  rate  was  031. 

In  the  Urban  Districts  the  greatest  mortality  was  at  Devizes,  where  the  death-rate  from 
this  cause  was  0  915  ;  and  in  the  Rural  Districts  the  greatest  mortality  was  at  Pewsey,  the 
death-rate  being  0'27.  In  the  Rural  Districts  of  Chippenham,  Marlborough,  Melksham,  Tisbury 
Westbury  and  Wilton,  there  were  no  deaths  registered  from  this  cause. 


The  following  Table  shows  the  number  of  deaths  from  Diarrhoea  for  the  past  11  years: 


1893 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

Combined  Urban  Districts 

45 

21 

42 

24 

32 

66 

110 

34 

35 

16 

14 

„  Rural  „ 

25 

13 

33 

27 

35 

33 

57 

33 

23 

30 

17 

Administrative  County 

70 

34 

75 

51 

67 

99 

167 

67 

58 

46 

31 

Isolation  Hospitals  and  Disinfection. 

I  presented  a  special  Report  upon  this  subiect  with  special  reference  to  Small-pox  on 
27  May,  1903. 

The  Caine  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  were  singularly  free  from  Infectious  Disease 
during  the  year,  and  the  only  cases  of  Diphtheria  notified  in  the  two  Districts,  viz :  one  each  for 
Urban  and  Rural,  were  removed  for  treatment,  and  no  further  outbreaks  occurred.  No  cases  of 
Scarlet  Fever  were  notified  in  either  District. 
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Chippenham  Joint  Hospital.— This  Hospital  has  been  very  largely  used  during  the  year. 
Ninety-eight  cases  having  been  treated  there,  viz :  27  cases  of  Diphtheria  and  22  of  Scarlet 
Fever  from  the  Urban  District,  and  21  Diphtheria,  27  Scarlet  Fever,  and  1  Entric  Fever 
from  the  Dural  District.  The  accommodation  was  inadequate,  and  the  Hospital  at  times 
must  have  been  seriously  overcrowded.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  his  Report  says : — 
“We  have  accommodation  for  38  aduit  patients.”  The  Clerk  in  his  Annual  Report  to  the 
County  Council  for  the  year  1902-3  says  : — “The  Medical  Superintendent  on  the  3rd  November 
reported  that  the  Hospital  was  full,  there  being  41  cases  under  treatment  ”  The  floor  space  of 
each  of  the  two  large  wards  does  not  exceed  960  square  feet  each  =  1320  square  feet;  add  to 
this  the  floor  space  of  the  two  wooden  huts  at  back,  which  do  not  exceed  470  square  feet  each 
=  2860  square  feet;  but  the  whole  of  this  is  not  available,  as  a  portion  at  least  of  one  of  the 
hut  was  used  for  Laundry  work,  but  allowing  that  the  whole  was  available,  this  would  only  give 
70  square  feet  per  patient.  The  Local  Government  Board  Memorandum  upon  the  subject  of 
Isolation  Hospital  Accommodation  says  the  following  condition  have  particularly  to  be  studied  : — - 
“  Adequate  ward  spaces  for  each  patient,  approaching  as  nearly  as  circumstances  allow  to  2,000 
“cubic  feet,  with  a  floor  space  of  not  less  than  144  square  feet.” 

If  the  whole  of  the  Hut  Accommodation  was  available  for  patients,  this  on  144  square 
feet  basis  would  only  allow  for  20  adult  patients.  On  the  Medical  Officer’s  calculation  for  38 
adult  patients,  there  would  be  only  75‘26  square  feet  of  floor  space  per  patient.  The  over¬ 
crowding  of  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria  is  considered  to  have  a  tendency  to  alter  the 
type  of  the  disease  and  increase  its  virulence,  and  is  also  very  probable  responsible  for  a  certain 
proportion  of  what  are  called  “  Return  Cases.”  In  his  Report  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
says: — “  The  type  of  the  disease  was  in  some  cases  most  malignant — This  malignant  form  of  the 
“  disease  has  been  observed  in  certain  epidemics,  no  cause  can  be  assigned  to  it.”  These 
malignant  cases  require  the  greatest  possible  amount  of  cubic  space,  therefore  the  overcrowding 
is  the  less  excusable. 

Cricklade  and  Wootton  Bassett  Hospital  was  used  for  the  isolation  of  25  cases  of 
Diphtheria  and  9  of  Scarlet  Fever. 

The  Devizes  Joint  Hospital  is  now  in  course  of  construction.  The  Local  Government 
Board  Inquiry  for  a  Loan  for  £10,625  was  held  23rd  July,  1903.  The  Temporary  Hospital 
belonging  to  the  Devizes  Corporation  has  received  during  the  year  six  cases  of  Diphtheria,  and 
three  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  from  the  Urban  District,  and  six  cases  of  Diphtheria  from  the 
Rural  District.  One  case  of  Small-pox  was  treated  at  the  old  farm  house  at  Stert,  which  is 
rented  by  the  Joint  Committee  for  a  Small-pox  Hospital  and  admirably  served  its  purpose. 

The  Marlborough  Joint  Hospital  received  9  cases  during  the  year,  viz  :  1  Diphtheria  and 
5  Scarlet  Fever  from  the  Urban  District,  and  one  case  each  of  Diphtheria,  Scarlet  Fever  and 
Erysipelas  from  the  Rural  District.  All  the  cases  notified  in  the  Urban  District  were  removed 
to  Hospital.  The  Temporary  Small-pox  Hospital  was  utilised  to  isolate  one  case  of  Small-pox. 

Pewsey  Rural  District  joined  with  Devizes  in  renting  a  cottage  at  Alton  Hill,  and  11 
cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  from  Alton  and  Honey  Street  were  isolated  there. 

Late  in  the  year,  a  Petition  was  presented  by  the  Salisbury  Rural,  Wilton  Rural  and 
Wilton  Urban  Councils,  to  be  form  into  a  Joint  Hospital  District  under  the  Isolation  Hospitals 
Act  of  1893.  An  Inquiry  was  held  at  Salisbury  by  the  County  Council,  and  the  Corporation  of 
Salisbury  asked  that  the  City  should  be  added  to  the  District. 

Salisbury  Urban  District  fitted  up  an  isolated  house  outside  their  District  known  as 
“The  Bungalow,”  and  out  of  192  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  notified,  132  cases  were  removed  there 
for  treatment. 

The  Swindon  and  Highworth  Joint  Hospital  was  also  very  largely  used,  482  patients 
being  under  treatment  during  the  year,  viz:  348  Scarlet  Fever,  19  Diphtheria  and  5  Enteric 
Fever  from  Swindon  Urban  District,  and  99  Scarlet  Fever  and  11  Diphtheria  from  the  Rural 


District.  In  his  Report  to  the  Swindon  Urban  Council,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  says : — 
“Out  of  a  total  incidence  of  371  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  no  less  than  348  were  removed  to  the 
“  Isolation  Hospital.  It  was  chiefly  on  account  of  the  impossibility  of  home  isolation  of 
“  infectious  disease  in  a  working  class  population,  that  the  idea  of  hospital  isolation  first  arose. 
“Isolation  Hospitals  have  now  been  very  largely  provided  throughout  the  country,  and  though 
“  attempts  have  been  made  recently  to  throw  doubts  on  their  utility,  it  is  very  generally 
“  admitted  that  properly  administered  they  are  beneficial  agents  in  reducing  disease  and 
“  mortality.  Good  as  the  present  system  of  Hospital  Isolation  is,  it  is  in  my  opinion  capable  of 
“  further  impovement  with  a  view  to  limiting  the  period  of  detention,  and  preventing  the 
“possibility  of  what  is  come  to  be  known  as  Hospital  Infection.  From  an  experience  of  many 
“  years  of  hospital  administration,  I  believe  that  the  risk  of  so-called  Hospital  Infection  would 
“  be  reduced  to  a  minimum,  if  Hospital  accommodation  could  be  provided  for  the  maximum  and 
“  not  the  minimum  requirements  of  a  district.  It  is  the  overcrowding  of  our  hospital  wards 
“  when  urgent  necessity  arises,  which  induces  hospitalism  and  creates  complications.  I  believe 
“  that,  given  really  ample  space  for  isolation  in  the  acute  stage,  and  also  for  the  after-stages  of 
“  convalescence,  “  Hospital  infection  ”  and  “  return  cases  ”  would  cease  to  be  factors  of  any 
“  consideration.” 

The  Trowbridge  and  District  Joint  Hospital  is  also  well  advanced.  The  Local  Government 
Board  Inquiry  for  a  Loan  was  held  on  the  6th  August,  1903.  The  Temporary  Hospital  is  still 
used  by  the  Trowbridge  Urban  Council,  and  one  case  of  Diphtheria  and  two  cases  of  Scarlet 
Fever  were  treated  there  during  the  year. 

During  the  year  exactly  800  patients  were  treated  in  Isolation  Hospitals  in  the  County, 
and  37  deaths  occurred  in  Hospital. 


Water  Supply. 

Owing  to  the  excess  Rainfall  of  the  County  there  has  not  been  the  usual  anxiety  with 
regard  to  the  water  supply.  A  number  of  Schemes  for  improvement  of  old  supplies  and  provision 
of  new  have  been  under  consideration. 

Bradford-on- Avon  Urban — This  supply  has  been  improved,  and  new  filter  beds  provided. 

CalnK  Urban — This  supply  now  appears  to  be  satisfactory. 

Devizes  Urban — The  alterations  decided  on  in  1892,  viz  :  the  sinking  of  a  fresh  well  and  the 
driving  a  tunnel  from  it  into  one  of  the  existing  wells,  have  not  been  carried  out,  and  the  resolution 
to  apply  for  a  loan  of  £1,000  for  that  purpose  was  given  up,  as  it  was  found  when  estimates  were 
received  that  it  was  insufficient  to  carry  out  the  work. 

Malmesbury  Urban — These  works  are  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Corporation,  and  steps  are 
being  taken  to  improve  them.  New  mains  are  being  laid. 

Swindon  Urban — The  rainy  season  has  prevented  the  recurrence  of  the  usual  shortage  of  supply. 
The  new  supply  from  Ogbourne  is  not  yet  in  use.  In  the  Omnibus  Bill  now  before  the  Parliament, 
very  extensive  and  unusual  powers  are  sought  with  regard  to  Water  Supply,  that  may  most  seriously 
affect  the  surrounding  Rural  Districts. 

Amesbury  Rural — Nothing  further  has  been  done  with  regard  to  provision  of  a  Supply  for 
Amesbury.  If  Sir  E.  Antrobus  does  not  go  on  with  his  scheme,  it  will  be  incumbent  on  the  Rural 
District  Council  to  take  action. 

Bradford-on- Avon  Rural — Fresh  difficulties  have  arisen  with  regard  to  the  Westwood  Supply, 
and  it  is  now  proposed  to  take  bulk  from  the  Combe  Down  (Bath)  Water  Company. 

Cricklade  Rural — The  Supply  for  the  town  of  Cricklade  seems  as  far  off  as  ever  ;  it  is  time 
this  matter  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  some  other  Authority  to  deal  with. 
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Highworth  Rural — In  consequence  of  the  opposition  of  the  Swindon  Corporation,  who 
claimed  that  Stratton  St.  Margaret  was  within  their  limits  of  supply  and  that  they  were  able  and 
willing  to  supply,  the  Local  Government  Board  did  not  approve  of  the  loan  for  the  purpose  of 
constructing  Water  Works.  The  Highworth  loan  was  approved  and  the  works  are  now  nearly 
completed. 

Malmesbury  Rural — Sherston  Water  Works.  There  is  every  prospect  of  these  works  being 
completed  in  1904. 

Mere  Rural — This  scheme  seems  to  be  permanently  hung  up,  and  only  awaits  an  epidemic 
to  resuscitate  it. 

Pewsey  Rural — The  Ludgershall  Water  Company,  after  obtaining  a  provisional  order,  have 
taken  no  steps  to  provide  a  supply.  Some  slight  movement  in  the  direction  of  obtaining  a  pure  water 
supply  for  Pewsey  seems  to  have  taken  place. 

Warminster  Rural — A  scheme  for  the  supply  of  Upton  Scudamore  now  awaits  the  approval 
of  the  Local  Government  Board.  Arrangements  are  being  made  with  the  Landowners  for  a  supply 
for  Chapmanslade. 

Westbury  Rural — There  has  been  no  further  advance  with  regard  to  the  Steeple  Ashton 
Scheme.  Measures  are  being  taken  to  close  the  pulluted  wells  at  Dilton  Marsh. 


House  Drainage,  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  and  River  Pollution. 

A  considerable  advance  has  been  made  throughout  the  County  during  the  year.  Much 
satisfactory  work  has  been  done  and  several  schemes  are  approaching  completion. 

Urban  Districts. 

Bradford-on-Avon — After  many  difficulties,  engineering  and  otherwise,  this  scheme  is 
completed. 

Calne — These  works  are  continuing  to  work  satisfactorily.  Good  crops  appear  to  be  raised, 
no  complaints  as  to  nuisance  have  been  received. 

Chippenham— A  Local  Government  Board  Inquiry  for  a  Loan  of  £14400  for  these  works  was 
held  on  3rd  March,  1903.  The  Loan  was  sanctioned,  but  up  to  the  present  no  contracts  have  been  let. 

Devizes — The  sanction  of  the  Local  Government  Board  was  received  for  the  loan  for  this 
scheme,  but  it  was  found  that  the  lowest  tender  was  considerably  above  the  estimate.  Experiments 
of  a  successful  nature  have  since  been  carried  out  by  Mr.  Dibdin,  F.I.C.  at  these  works  with  slate 
refuse,  which  is  a  much  cheaper  material  for  filling  the  primary  contact  beds,  than  the  clinker  which 
was  previously  estimated  for. 

Malmesbury — This  scheme  has  made  no  progress  during  the  year. 

Marlborough — After  many  engineering  and  other  difficulties  these  works  are  now  practically 
complete.  Great  care  will  be  required  to  see  that  the  house  connections  are  properly  made  with  the 
sewers.  The  Medical  Officer  suggests  that  an  efficient  person  be  appointed  to  attend  to  this. 

Melksham — The  consent  of  the  Local  Government  Board  to  the  Loan  for  this  scheme,  was 
granted,  the  contract  let  and  the  works  begun. 

Salisbury — In  consequence  of  an  application  to  extend  the  City  boundaries  it  is  proposed  to 
construct  extensive  works  of  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal.  The  scheme  is  in  the  hands  of  Sir 
Alexander  Binnie,  and  only  awaits  the  sanction  of  the  Local  Government  Board  and  the  passing  of  the 
Provisional  Order  Bill. 

Swindon — The  effluent  from  the  Broome  Farm  continues  to  be  satisfactory.  The  condition  of 
the  river  Ray  has  been  very  much  improved  in  consequence  of  the  thorough  flushing  by  floods  caused 
by  the  excessive  rainfall.  The  attention  of  the  Thames  Conservators  has  been  called  to  the  probable 
source  of  the  serious  pollution  of  the  river.  But  as  long  as  lime  is  continued  to  be  used  as  a 
precipitant,  there  will  be  the  tendency  to  secondary  decomposition  of  the  effluent  when  it  reaches  the 
river. 


Trowbridge — After  many  years  discussion,  these  works  have  at  last  been  started.  The  laying 
of  new  sewers  and  the  construction  of  manholes  and  ventilating  shafts  in  the  Town  is  proceeding 
rapidly.  There  was  some  difficulty  with  the  contract  for  the  Disposal  Works.  A  new  contractor  has 
been  appointed  and  the  work  begun. 

Warminster — No  complaints  have  been  received  abont  these  works,  which  appear  to  work 
satisfactorily. 

Westbury — Nothing  has  been  done  here  and  the  sewage  is  discharged  from  such  sewers  as 
exist  into  the  streams  and  ditches. 

Wilton — The  crude  sewage  is  turned  into  the  river  N adder.  A  scheme  is  under  consideration 
by  which  the  sewage  will  be  taken  to  Bemerton  and  treated  at  the  new  works  now  in  course  of 
construction. 


Rural  Districts. 

Amesbury — The  scheme  which  last  year  appeared  likely  to  proceed  has  now  been  hung  up  and 
the  pollution  of  the  river  continues. 

Bradford-on- Avon— The  Holt  scheme  which  has  been  the  cause  of  so  much  trouble  in  the 
past,  appears  to  be  as  far  off  a  satisfactory  solution  as  ever.  The  Winsley  and  Turleigh  Scheme  after 
the  Local  Government  Inquiry  was  held,  has  been  withdrawn,  and  the  Rural  Council  propose  to  insist 
upon  water-tight  cesspits,  and  earth  closets. 

Chippenham — The  Rowden  scheme  has  not  at  all  times  during  the  year  been  working  satis¬ 
factorily.  The  Pound  Pill  scheme  at  Corsham  has  been  completed  and  is  now  at  work. 

Devizes — The  Breachfield  scheme  has  not  given  so  much  cause  for  complaint  during  this  year. 

Highworth — -The  Stratton  St.  Margaret  Scheme  is  now7  approaching  completion.  A  scheme 
for  Rodbourne  Cheney  is  under  consideration,  a  firm  of  engineers  having  been  instructed  to  propose 
a  scheme. 

Melksham — -Nothing  has  been  done  to  provide  sewers,  etc.,  for  Hilperton,  negotiations  with 
the  Trowbridge  Urban  Council  have  fallen  through. 

Pewsey — Such  drainage  of  the  Township  of  Pewsey  as  exists  is  carried  to  the  river  without 
treatment. 

Salisbury — It  is  proposed  to  include  the  parishes  of  Milford  Without,  Fisherton  Anger 
Without  and  East  Harnham  in  the  Salisbury  City  boundary,  and  provision  is  made  for  sewers  and 
sewerage  disposal.  If  the  Provisional  Order  Bill  does  not  pass,  the  Rural  Council  must  be  compelled 
to  take  up  the  work  without  delay. 

Westbury  and  Whorwellsdown — A  joint  scheme  for  the  village  of  Road  and  the  portion  of 
the  Southwick  Parish  in  Road  is  under  consideration.  It  does  not  appear  to  be  quite  satisfactory  as 
it  proposes  to  treat  the  sewage  with  very  shallow  filters,  and  the  effluent  is  to  be  turned  into  the  river 
without  further  land  treatment. 

Wilton — -The  Bemerton  scheme  is  in  course  of  construction,  and  it  is  proposed  to  join  Wilton 
Urban  to  it,  taking  up  the  sewage  of  the  parish  of  Quidhampton  en  route. 


Insanitary  Dwellings  and  Overcrowding. 

It  would  appear  from  the  Reports  under  review  that  the  provisions  of  the  Housing  of  the 
Working  Classes  Act,  1890,  and  the  Public  Health  Acts  are  receiving  a  little  more  attention,  but 
very  much  more  remains  to  be  done,  especially  in  the  Rural  Districts.  Unfortunately  the  hands 
of  some  of  the  officers  are  tied,  as  they  find  if  they  succeed  in  condemning  a  house,  it  is  pulled 
down  and  no  new  one  is  erected  in  its  place.  The  new  houses  that  are  being  erected  in  various 
parts  of  the  County  are  as  a  rule  of  fair  construction  and  a  great  improvement  on  the  older 
dwellings.  The  sanitary  surroundings  of  dwellings  are  receiving  much  more  attention,  and  upon 
my  inspections  throughout  the  County  I  yearly  note  a  marked  improvement. 
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A  scheme  for  building  workmen’s  dwellings  under  Part  III.  of  the  Housing  of  the  Work- 
in^  Classes  Act  by  the  Westbury  Rural  District  Council  at  Bratton,  has  after  considerable 
correspondence  and  discussion  been  sanctioned  by  the  Local  Government  Board.  It  is  hoped 
that  the  experiment  will  be  a  satisfactory  one,  and  such  as  to  encourage  other  Rural  Districts  to 
follow  the  lead  set  them  by  the  Westbury  Council. 

During  the  year  871  houses  were  built  in  the  County  compared  with  620  in  1902. 
In  Swindon  855  houses  were  erected  compared  with  236  in  1902.  In  Salisbury  53  houses 
were  built  compared  with  58  in  1902,  Trowbridge  24  compared  with  30  in  1902,  Chippenham 
22  compared  with  45  in  1902,  Melksham  42  compared  with  9  in  1902,  Wilton  26  compared 
with  1  in  1902,  and  Devizes  26  compared  with  26  in  1902.  There  was  an  increase  in  the 
number  of  houses  built  in  the  Rural  Districts. 

A  number  of  houses  have  been  repaired  and  made  fit  for  habitation,  and  slightly 
more  houses  have  been  closed  as  unfit  for  occupation,  viz :  28  as  against  23  in  1902,  of 
these  3  were  in  Urban  Districts  and  25  in  Rural  Districts. 

Four  hundred  and  sixty-four  houses  were  cleansed  and  limewashed  by  order  of  the 
Sanitary  Authorities  during  the  year,  of  these  322  were  in  Urban  Districts,  and  142  in 
Rural  Districts. 

One  hundred  and  four  cases  of  overcrowding  were  dealt  with,  47  in  Urban  Districts 
and  57  in  the  Rural  Districts. 

I  have  record  of  at  least  25  houses  having  been  closed  in  Rural  Districts  during  the 
past  year  as  unfit  for  habitation,  and  in  only  two  instances  was  the  notice  under  the  Act 
sent  to  the  County  Council.  The  duty  of  sending  the  notice  devolves  upon  the  Authority, 
and  not  upon  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Section  45  (1)  of  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Aet,  1890. 

“  Where  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  or  any  inhabitant  householders  make  a  representation  or  complaint,  or  give 

“  information  to  any . Rural  sanitary  authority . (referred  to  as  the  District  authority)  or  to  the  Medical 

“Officer  of  such  authority  either  respecting  any  dwelling-house  being  in  a  state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to 
“he  unfit  for  human  habitation,  or  respecting  an  obstructive  building,  and  also  where  a  closing  order  has  been  made  as 
“  respects  any  dwelling-house,  the  District  authority  shall  forthwith  forward  to  the  County  Council  of  the  County  in  which 
“  the  dwelling-house  or  building  is  situate,  a  copy  of  such  representation,  complaint,  information,  or  closing  order,  and 
“shall  from  time  to  time  report  to  the  Council  such  particulars  as  the  Council  require  respecting  any  proceedings  taken 
“  by  the  authority  with  reference  to  such  representation,  complaint,  information,  or  dwelling-house.” 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. 

The  question  of  the  control  of  the  milk  supply  continues  to  receive  a  considerable  amount 
of  attention  in  London  and  the  large  towns  of  England,  and  efforts  are  being  made  to  urge  the 
Local  Government  Board — (1)  to  consider  the  advisability  of  carrying  out  its  statutory  powers 
under  the  Public  Health  (London)  Act,  1891,  sec.,  xxviii,  by  virtue  of  which  the  Board  may 
make  general  and  special  orders  dealing  with  the  registration  of  dairymen,  inspection  of  cattle, 
sanitation  of  dairies,  cleanliness  of  milk  vessels,  authorization  of  Bye-laws,  &c ;  (2)  to  bring 
in  legislation  to  give  effect  to  the  recommendations  contained  in  the  report  of  the  Departmental 
Committee  on  food  preservatives  and  colouring  matter  which  was  issued  in  1902  ;  and  (3)  to  take 
such  steps  as  will  ensure  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  Orders  of  1885,  1886,  and  1899 
being  efficiently  carried  out  by  all  Sanitary  Authorities,  more  especially  in  Rural  Districts,  and 
further,  that  outside  the  metropolis  provision  be  made  whereby  the  carrying  out  of  such  orders 
be  transferred  to  the  County  Councils  wherever  default  is  persistently  made  by  the  Local 
Sanitary  Authorities  concerned.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  conditions  under  which  the 
cows  are  milked  and  the  milk  is  subsequently  handled  in  many  farms  is  insanitary  and  far  from 
satisfactory,  and  it  has  been  clearly  shown  that  the  small  Rural  Authorities  will  not  take  the 
necessary  action,  as  they  fail  to  realize  that  it  would  be  to  their  best  interests  to  put  the  milk 


27 


producing  trade  upon  a  scientific  basis.  All  that  is  asked  is  little  more  than  the  observance  of 
ordinary  cleanliness.  The  Medical  Officer  of  the  Tisbury  District  in  his  report  says  : — 

“There  is  a  general  improvement  in  the  condition  of  the  various  dairies  and  cowsheds  in  the  District,  hut 
“much  yet  remains  to  he  done  particularly  with  regard  to  the  prevention  of  the  contamination  of  milk  at  the  time 
“of  its  collection  from  the  cows.  Cleaner  milk  can  be  produced  with  a  little  extra  care  on  the  part  of  the  milkers, 
“as  by  a  preliminary  washing  of  hands  and  udders.  Facilities  for  doing  this  should  be  placed  in  every  cow  stall. 

“  Recently  I  collected  the  filtrate  from  all  the  milk  delivered  at  one  of  the  factories  in  the  District  during 
“  24  hours.  On  the  day  in  question  1,100  gallons  were  passed  through  the  strainers  and  the  residue  when 
“dried  weighed  1,740  grains.  This  consisted  chiefly  of  cow  dung  with  a  considerable  quantity  of  hair,  and  some  straw. 
“I  am  informed  that  contracts  between  dairy  companies  and  producers  provide  that  the  milk  shall  be  delivered  at  the 
“factories  strained  and  cleaned.  If  this  is  so,  and  the  milk  to  which  this  note  refers,  had  already  been  strained 
“before  reaching  the  factory,  its  original  condition  can  be  easily  imagined,  and  the  reflection  is  not  reassuring  or 
“  pleasant. 

“It  is  due  to  consumers  that  milk  should  be  clean,  and  that  every  effort  should  he  made  to  keep  it  free 
“from  extraneous  organisms,  and  this  can  in  great  measure  be  done  by  paying  more  attention  to  general  cleanliness, 
“which,  if  somewhat  more  costly  in  the  first  instance,  would  be  amply  repaid  by  the  increased  price  consumers 
“  would  be  willing  to  pay  for  milk  known  to  have  been  produced  in  dairies  where  these  special  precautions  were  taken. 

“The  question  of  a  purer  milk  supply  is  one  which  must  in  the  future  occupy  greater  attention  both  by  the 
“Legislature  and  the  public. 

“These  remarks  must  not  be  regarded  as  applying  particularly  to  this  District,  where,  I  do  not  doubt,  as 
*  ‘  much  care  is  taken  as  in  most  milk  producing  areas. 

“The  investigations  of  writers  who  have  given  special  attention  to  the  subject,  lead  to  the  same  conclusions, 
“and  point  to  the  fact  that  much  improvement  in  the  condition  of  our  milk  supply  is  not  only  quite  practicable 
“  but  desirable.” 

There  is  no  standard  for  dirty  milk,  and  the  first  thing  that  is  required  is  a  definite  legal 
standard  of  what  shall  be  considered  dirty,  and  what  clean  milk. 

Sanitary  Legislation  of  1903. 

The  past  session  of  Parliament  cannot  be  looked  back  to  as  one  specially  devoted  to 
public  health  legislation,  but  it  has  seen  several  useful  enactments  added  to  the  Statute-book 
having  for  their  object  the  removal  of  inconvenient  disabilities,  or  the  investing  of  Local 
Authorities  with  powers  which  they  have  been  found  to  require.  We  have  not,  however,  yet 
been  given  the  new  Public  Health  Act,  which  is  so  much  desired,  and  the  need  for  which  is 
becoming  daily  more  pronounced. 

The  following  are  the  Acts  of  1903  which  relate  to  matters  of  public  health  or  local  gov¬ 
ernment  : — County  Councils  (Bills  in  Parliament)  Act,  Education  (Provision  of  Working  Balances) 
Act,  Elementary  Education  Amendment  Act,  Borough  Funds  Act,  Local  Government  (Transfer 
of  Powers)  Act,  Poor  Law  (Dissolution  of  School  Districts  and  Adjustments)  Act,  Education 
(London)  Act,  Motor  Car  Act,  Houses  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  Expiring  Laws  Continuance 
Act,  Employment  of  Children  Act,  Military  Lands  Act. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act.  (j  Edzv.  7,  chap.  39). 

The  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act  amends  in  several  very  important  respects  the  law 
relating  to  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes,  and  facilitates  very  considerably  the  adoption  and 
enforcement  of  the  Housing  Acts  by  Local  Authorities. 

Section  I.  (2)  provides  that  the  maximum  period  which  may  in  future  be  sanctioned  as  the  period 
for  which  money  may  be  borrowed  by  a  local  authority  for  the  purposes  of  the  ‘  ‘  Housing  Acts  ”  shall  be 
80  years,  and  as  regards  money  so  borrowed,  80  years  are  substituted  for  60  years  in  Section  234  of 
the  Public  Health  Act,  1875.  Further,  Section  1  (2)  provides  that  money  borrowed  under  the 
Housing  Acts  shall  not,  as  at  present,  be  reckoned  as  part  of  the  debt  of  the  local  authority  for  the 
purposes  of  the  limitation  on  borrowing  under  Sub-sections  2  and  3  of  Section  234  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1875.  (In  this  connection  the  Local  Government  Board  have  already  made  it  known 
that  they  propose  in  future,  as  a  general  rule,  to  allow  the  full  term  of  80  years  for  the  repayment  of 
money  borrowed  for  the  purchase  of  freehold  land,  and  60  years  for  the  repayment  of  money  borrowed 
for  the  erection  of  buildings.  Where  money  has  been  borrowed  in  recent  years  for  these  purposes, 
the  Board  will  be  ready  to  consider  applications  for  sanction  to  the  re-borrowing  of  the  outstanding 
balances  for  80  or  60  years,  as  the  case  may  be,  from  the  date  of  the  original  borrowing.) 
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Where  a  council  desire  to  obtain  a  closing  order  in  regard  to  a  dwelling-house  in  a  state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation,  it  has  hitherto  been  necessary 
for  them,  under  the  procedure  prescribed  by  Section  32  of  the  Act  of  1900,  before  they  could  obtain 
the  order,  to  give  notice  to  the  owner  or  occupier  of  the  house  to  abate  the  nuisance.  The  procedure 
is  now  simplified  as  regards  any  dwelling-house  which  in  the  opinion  of  the  Council  is  either 
(a)  not  reasonably  capable  of  being  made  fit  for  human  habitation,  or  (b)  is  in  such  a  state  that  its 
occupation  should  be  immediately  discontinued.  In  these  cases  the  necessity  for  serving  such  a  notice 
as  above  mentioned  before  obtaining  a  closing  order  is  dispensed  with  by  Section  8  (1)  of  the  new  Act, 
which  further  enables  a  justice  to  issue  a  summons  for  a  closing  order,  and  a  closing  order  to  be 
granted,  though  such  a  notice  has  not  been  served. 

Section  34  of  the  Act  of  1890  empowers  the  council  to  demolish  a  house  in  respect  of  which  an 
order  for  demolition  has  been  made  if  the  owner  himself  fails  to  comply  with  the  order,  and  requires 
them  to  sell  the  materials,  and  after  deducting  the  expenses  of  the  demolition,  to  pay  the  balance  (if 
any)  to  the  owner.  There  is,  however,  no  provision  to  meet  the  case  when  the  sale  of  the  materials 
does  not  cover  the  cost  of  demolition.  This  is  remedied  by  Section  9  of  the  new  Act,  which  enacts 
that,  where  the  amount  realised  by  the  sale  of  materials  under  Section  34  of  the  principal  Act  is  not 
sufficient  to  cover  the  expenses  incident  to  the  taking  down  and  removal  of  a  building,  the  council 
may  recover  the  deficiency  from  the  owner  of  the  building  as  a  civil  debt  in  manner  provided  by  the 
Summary  Jurisdiction  Acts,  or  under  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  relating  to  private 
improvement  expenses. 

A  more  speedy  and  efficacious  wTay  of  obtaining  possession  of  a  house  in  respect  of  which 
a  closing  order  has  been  made  than  that  provided  by  Section  32  (3)  of  the  principal  Act  is 
afforded  by  Section  10  of  the  new  Act.  Under  its  provisions  the  local  authority  may  have  recourse, 
whatever  may  be  the  value  or  rent  of  the  house,  either  to  the  procedure  prescribed  by  Sections  138  to 
145  of  the  County  Courts  Act,  1888,  or  to  that  under  the  Small  Tenements  Recovery  Act,  1838.  The 
expenses  incurred  by  the  local  authority  in  taking  these  proceedings  can  be  recovered  from  the  owner 
as  a  civil  debt  under  the  Summary  Jurisdiction  Acts.  The  power  of  enforcing  the  penalty  provided 
for  in  Section  32  (3)  of  the  principal  Act  will  still  remain. 

The  effect  of  Section  11  (1)  of  the  new  Act  is  to  empower  the  council  if  they  provide 
lodging-houses  for  the  working  classes  under  Part  III.  of  the  principal  Act,  or  if  they  supply 
housing  accommodation  under  Part  II.  of  the  principal  Act,  or  under  any  scheme  made  in  pursuance 
of  any  of  the  Housing  Acts,  to  provide  and  maintain,  in  connection  with  the  lodging-house  or  dwelling 
accommodotion,  any  building  adapted  for  use  as  a  shop,  any  recreation  grounds,  or  other  buildings  or 
land  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Board,  will  serve  a  beneficial  purpose  in  connection  v*ith  the 
requirements  of  the  persons  for  whom  the  lodging-houses  or  dwelling  accommodation  are  provided. 


Factory  and  Workshop  Act  Amendment  and  Consolidation  Act. 

Greater  attention  is  being  given  to  the  duties,  old  and  new,  which  local  authorities  have 
in  regard  to  Factories  and  Workshops.  To  facilitate  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health  in  tabulating' 
and  reporting  upon  their  work,  I  issued  to  them  a  printed  form  which  much  simplifies  their 
report  and  at  the  same  time  renders  it  more  useful.  The  following  instructions  are  given  in  the 
Local  Government  Board  Memorandum  as  to  the  Annual  Reports  of  Medical  Officers  of  Health, 
dated  October,  1902  : — 

“  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  required  to  report  on  the  administration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901, 
“  only  in  so  far  as  this  administration  is  in  the  hands  of  the  District  Council  and  is  concerned  with  matters  in  his 
“  department.  In  reporting  on  the  sanitary  administration  of  workshops  and  workplaces  he  should  include  an  account  of 
“  the  action  with  respect  to  factories,  workshops,  and  workplaces  taken  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  as  well  as  under  the 
“Factory  and  Workshop  Act. 

“  The  duties  of  District  Councils  in  regard  to  workshops  and  workplaces  are  fully  set  forth  in  a  Memorandum 
“  issued  by  the  Home  Office,  of  which  a  copy  was  sent  by  that  Department  on  December  20th,  1901,  to  every  Medical 
“  Officer  of  Health  through  the  Clerk  to  the  District  Council.  In  respect  of  these  duties,  the  chief  points  to  be  reported 
“  on  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  may  be  thus  classified  :  — 
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“  1.  Sanitary  conditions  of  workshops  and  workplaces,  including:  — 

(a)  Cleanliness, 

(b)  Air-space, 

(c)  Ventilation, 

(d)  Drainage  on  floors  on  which  wet  processes  are  carried  on, 

(e)  Provision  of  sufficient  and  suitable  sanitary  conveniences, 

“2.  Special  sanitary  regulations  for  bake-houses. 

“3.  Horae  work.  Under  this  heading  comes  the  prevention  of  home  work  being  carried  on  in  dwellings  which 
“are  injurious  or  dangerous  to  the  health  of  the  workers  through  overcrowding,  want  of  ventilation,  or  other  sanitary 
“  defect,  or  in  dwellings  in  which  dangerous  infectious  disease  exists. 

“  4.  The  keeping  of  lists  of  outworkers  in  certain  branches  of  industry,  which  are  to  be  furnished  by  employers  ; 
“  and  the  transmission  of  the  name  and  place  of  employment  of  any  such  outworker  who  does  not  reside  in  the  district  to 
“  the  Council  of  the  district  in  which  he  works. 

“5.  The  keeping  of  a  register  of  workshops.” 


Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

During  the  year  462  samples  were  submitted  to  the  County  Analyst  by  the  County 
Inspectors,  of  which  32  were  adulterated,  deficient,  or  otherwise  of  such  quality  or  com¬ 
position  as  to  call  for  special  mention.  Prosecutions  were  instituted  in  19  cases. 


County  Laboratory. 

The  work  in  the  Laboratory  increases  every  year  :  289  specimens  were  bacteriologically 
examined  for  Diphtheria,  of  which  87  gave  negative  results  ;  15  specimens  of  blood  were 
examined  by  the  “Widal”  method  for  Enteric  Fever;  151  specimens  of  sputum  were 
examined  for  Tubercle  ;  40  examinations  were  made  for  Anthrax  ;  63  cases  were  examined 
for  other  pathogenic  bacteria;  241  complete  analyses  of  potable  and  river  waters  were  made : 
and  59  sewage  and  sewage  effluents  were  analysed. 


Other  Matters. 

I  attended  all  Local  Government  Board  Inquiries  which  were  held  in  the  County, 
upon  applications  for  loans  for  sanitary  purposes,  of  which  we  received  notice. 

The  following  are  some  of  the  Inquiries  which  were  held  ;  in  the  greater  number  of 
instances  I  was  able  to  support  the  applications  for  Loans  to  carry  out  the  works,  and  in 
some  cases  to  suggest  certain  modifications  in  the  schemes  as  presented. 


Date. 

District. 

Subject. 

Loan. 

January  i6th,  1903 

Marlborough  Urban  .. 

Sewerage  . . 

£ 

•  • 

March  3rd,  1903 

Chippenham  Urban 

Sewerage  . . 

14400 

April  23rd,  1903 

Bratton 

Housing  of  Working  Classes 

1000 

April  24th,  1903 

April  28th,  1903 

Trowbridge  Urban 

Rodbourne  Cheney  and 

Sewerage  . . 

14969 

Stratton  St.  Margaret 

Water  Supply  . . 

9100 

May  6th,  1903 

Devizes  Urban  .. 

Sewerage  . . 

8000 

June  5th,  1903 

Highworth  Rural 

Water  Supply  . . 

5700 

July  23rd,  1903 

Devizes 

Joint  Isolation  Hospital 

10625 

August  6th,  1903 

Trowbridge 

Joint  Isolation  Hospital 

9100 

August  20th,  1903 

Melksham  Urban 

Sewerage  . . 

1 1000 

October  29th,  1903 

Holt 

Sewerage  . . 

•  • 

November  5th,  1903  .. 

Sherston  . . 

Water  Supply  .. 

3350 

November  24th,  1903  .. 

Bradford  Urban.. 

Sewerage  . . 

•  • 

November  25th,  1903  . . 

Highworth  Rural 

Contribution  to  Building  Fund 

of  Winsley  Sanatorium 

250 
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The  work  of  the  Health  Department  is  still  rapidly  increasing-,  consultations  are 
more  numerous,  and  correspondence  is  increasing.  I  have  been  consulted  during  the  year 
from  every  Urban  and  Rural  District  in  the  County,  I  have  had  many  consultations  with 
local  sanitary  officials  in  their  respective  districts,  and  on  several  occasions  I  have  attended, 
by  request,  the  meetings  of  Local  Authorities,  and  advised  on  various  points.  I  have  on 
various  occasions  had  consultations  with  Medical  Officers  on  doubtful  cases  of  Infectious 
disease. 

I  am  pleased  to  say  that  excellent  relations  continue  to  exist  between  the  District 
Medical  Officers  and  Sanitary  Officials  and  myself,  and  I  have  to  thank  them  for  their 
cordial  co-operation  and  assistance,  which  has  been  at  all  times  willingly  extended  to  me 
when  carrying  out  my  duties  ;  also  to  notice  that  there  is  an  increasing  readiness  on  the 
part  of  those  engaged  in  local  sanitary  administration  to  seek  the  assistance  of  the  County 
Health  Department  on  the  numerous  matters  for  dealing  with  which  I  am  now  equipped. 

I  also  wish  to  express  my  best  th  inks  for  the  kindness  and  consideration  I  have  always 
experienced  at  your  hands,  and  beg  to  remain, 


My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  TUBB-THOMAS. 


1st  May  1901f. 


SUMMARY  OF 


ANNUAL  REPORTS. 


PART  II. 


URBAN  DISTRICTS. 


BRADFORD-ON-AVON. 


Medical  Officer  of  Hearth — W.  J.  A.  ADYE,  M.R.C.S.,  L.S.A. 


Area,  iggo  acres. 

Population  .  .  . .  .  .  ( Census  1901 )  4514  ( Census  1891)  4943 

Inhabited  Houses  . .  ..  ,,  1119  ,,  1150 

Average  ?iumber  of persons  per  house  ,,  4*03  ,,  4*29 

Birth-rate  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  27*32  per  1000  of  Population. 

Crude  Death-rate  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  10-84  ,,  ,, 

Zy?notic  Death-rate  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  '22  „  ,, 

Phthisis  Death-rate  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  '90  ,,  , 

Deaths  under  07ie  year  of  age  . .  ..  ..  24*79  ,,  Births. 

Birth-rate. — Here  there  is  a  large  increase,  there  being  67  males  and  54  females,  making 
a  total  of  121,  against  92  for  last  year.  There  were  five  illegitimate  births,  2  males  and  3  females. 
This  year  there  is  an  increase  of  males  as  against  females  of  13,  whereas  last  year  the  females 
were  in  excess  by  6. 

Death-rate. — There  is  an  increase  of  two  over  last  year,  the  number  being  48;  35  of 
these  were  over  65  years  and  upwards  of  age,  while  3  were  under  1. 

Infantiee  Mortality. — The  Infantile  Mortality  rate  is  much  the  lowest  of  any  District, 
Urban  or  Rural,  in  the  County. 

Infectious  Disease. — The  District  has  been  almost  free  from  Infectious  Disease  during 
the  year,  only  two  cases  of  Erysipelas  and  two  of  Scarlet  Fever  having  been  notified.  The  latter 
were  imported  from  the  Rural  District  and  were  of  a  mild  type. 

School  Closure. — There  are  3  schools,  Public  Elementary  and  Technical,  in  the  District. 
None  were  closed  on  account  of  sickness  during  the  year.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  notes 
that  ventilation  is  more  or  less  absent  in  the  schools,  but  hopes  this  will  be  altered  when  the 
requirements  of  the  County  Council  become  known. 

Disinfection. — The  Medical  Officer  points  out  the  desirability  of  disinfection  of  premises 
after  a  death  from  Phthisis  has  occurred,  or  when  a  known  Phthisical  person  removes  to  another 
house.  The  rooms  lately  occupied  should  be  disinfected  under  the  supervision  of  the  Officers 
of  the  Authority.  A  new  Apparatus  for  disinfection  of  rooms  was  on  order  at  the  time  report 
was  written. 

Water  Supply.— This  has  been  adequate  all  over  the  area.  The  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  advises  periodical  analyses  of  the  town  water,  “  So  that  the  improvement  which  ought 
to  take  place  in  its  quality  owing  to  the  precautions  taken  by  the  Council  for  its  safety,  might 
be  watched,  and  then  should  any  signs  of  deterioration  occur,  steps  might  be  taken  to  prevent 
it  becoming  worse,  or  to  restore  it  to  its  pure  condition.’5 

Sewerage,  Scavenging,  etc. — The  large  undertaking  of  the  Sewerage  and  Sewage 
disposal  works  is  almost  complete.  “  A  certain  number  of  houses  are  still  unconnected,  and 
Huntley’s  Hill  also  remains  in  its  old  condition,  and  this  is  the  more  to  be  regretted  as  the 
cess-pits  there  are  very  bad  and  a  constant  source  of  trouble.”  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health 


thinks  it  would  be  a  wise  precaution  if  some  of  the  old  drainage  were  overhauled  bit  by  bit. 
Tory  and  Middle  Rank  requires  this  the  most.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  notices  the  absence 
of  a  flushing  apparatus  to  large  numbers  of  the  W.  C’s.  “As  a  large  proportion  of  the  poorer 
houses  have  no  place  to  empty  slops  or  any  fluid  into  except  these  W.  C’s.,  the  reason  drains 
get  choked  by  scrubbing  towels,  etc.,  is  not  to  be  wondered  at.” 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes. — Nine  new  houses  have  been  built.  There  is  no 
general  overcrowding,  and  no  houses  were  closed  as  being  unfit  for  habitation. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — These  appear  to  have  been  well  looked  after.  One  new 
industry  viz.,  Rag  Rug  Making  has  been  introduced.  Since  the  introduction  of  power-driven 
fans  at  the  Rubber  Works  no  case  of  Lead  Colic  has  come  to  the  notice  of  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health.  No  outworkers  or  half-timers  are  employed  in  the  Factories  or  by  the  five  tailors 
or  ten  dressmakers. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Slaughterhouses. — These  are  all  inspected  and  as  a  whole 
are  well  kept.  There  are  no  underground  Bakehouses. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — The  Inspector  of  Nuisances  is  a  part  time  Officer.  House  to 
house  inspection  has  been  done  in  some  parts  of  the  area. 


CALNE. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health — D.  CAMPBELL,  M.D. 


Area,  356  acres. 

Populatio?i  .  .  .  .  .  .  ( Census  1901) 

Inhabited  houses  .  .  .  .  ,, 

A  verage  num  ber  of  persons  per  house  , , 

Bhth-rate 

Crude  Death-i'ate 

Zymotic  Death-rate 

Phthisis  Death-rate 

Deaths  imder  one  year  of  age 


3457  ( Census  1891)  3495 

812  „  751 

4*25  „  4-65 


28*10  per  1000  of  Population. 


14*77 

*579 

2*31 

103*09 


J  ? 
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Births . 


Birth-rate. — There  is  a  marked  improvement  in  the  Birth-rate,  97  births  were  registered 
viz.,  45  males  and  52  females.  There  were  4  illegitimate  births. 

Death-rate. — The  Death-rate  is  slightly  higher  than  in  1902.  There  were  8  deaths  from 
Consumption  with  a  mean  age  of  23^-  years.  There  were  8  deaths  in  the  workhouse  whose  ages 
ranged  from  60  to  93  years,  giving  a  mean  age  of  78  years. 

Infantile  Mortality. — There  was  a  marked  increase,  due  chiefly  to  Bronchitis,  in  the 
early  months  of  the  year. 

Infectious  Disease  and  Hospital  Accommodation. — Only  two  cases  were  notified,  viz., 
one  Enteric  Fever,  due  to  faulty  house  drains,  and  one  of  Diphtheria.  The  latter  was  immediately 
removed  to  Hospital,  the  school  children  examined,  and  any  further  spread  arrested.  The 
business  of  the  parents  was  one  which  would  very  easily  help  to  spread  the  disease  broadcast  if 
no  Isolation  Hospital  had  been  available. 

Disinfection. — Steam  apparatus  is  in  use  at  the  hospital. 

Water  Supply. — The  town  is  supplied  by  a  private  company,  with  water  from  the 
neighbouring  chalk  hills.  There  were  no  complaints  of  insufficient  supply. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. — The  town  is  sewered  from  end  to  end.  The  sewage 
is  conveyed  to  a  field  about  two  miles  below  the  town  and  there  dealt  with  on  the  “downward 
intermittent  filtration  system,”  no  artificial  filters  being  employed.  A  considerable  portion  of 
the  land  is  highly  cultivated  with  roots  and  garden  stuff. 

Scavenging  is  carried  out  once  a  week  by  the  authority. 
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Housing  of  Working  Classes.— Nine  new  houses  were  built.  There  is  no  overcrowding. 

Factories  and  Workshops.— These  were  all  visited,  and  all  had  cubic  space,  light  and 
ventilation  necessary  for  their  requirements.  A  bakehouse  partly  underground  with  insufficient 
ventilation  and  light  was  remedied. 

Sanitary  Inspection.— The  District  is  inspected  fortnightly  by  the  Inspector,  and  much 
good  work  is  done  in  the  prevention  and  removal  of  nuisances.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
says  “  The  sanitary  condition  of  the  town  is  good,  the  only  cause  of  complaint  is  that  pigs  are 
allowed  to  be  kept  in  the  District  too  near  to  dwelling  houses.’ ’ 


CHIPPENHAM. 


Medicae  Officer  of  Heaeth— W.  T.  BRISCOE,  M.D. 


Area,  361  acres. 

Population  . .  . .  . .  ( Census  1901 )  5074  ( Census  1891 )  4618 

Inhabited  houses  ..  ..  ,,  1101  ,,  985 


Average  number  of  persons  per  house 

Birth-rate 

Crude  Death-rate 

Zymotic  Death-rate 

Phthisis  Death-rate 

Deaths  under  one  year  of  age 


4-60  ,,  4*29 

. .  25*17  per  1000  of  Population . 

.  .  12*00 
.  •  1-74 

•88 

..  76*92  ”  Births . 


Birth-rate. — This  was  practically  the  same  as  in  1902. 

Death-rate. — The  Death-rate  was  lower  and  below  the  average  for  the  District. 

InfanTieE  MorTAEITY. — There  was  a  marked  improvement  in  the  Infantile  Mortality  rate. 

Infectious  Disease. — There  were  epidemics  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria  during  the 
year,  in  the  former  38  cases  were  notified,  of  these  22  were  removed  to  the  hospital,  none  of  the 
cases  proved  fatal  either  in  hospital  or  their  own  homes.  Forty-three  cases  of  Diphtheria  were 
notified  with  nine  deaths,  four  of  these  deaths  occurring  in  very  young  children.  Of  the  43  cases 
notified  27  were  removed  to  hospital.  The  type  of  disease  was  in  some  cases  most  malignant. 

Schooe  Ceosure. — Many  of  the  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  traceable  to  infection  at  St. 
Paul’s  schools  and  these  were  closed  and  detects  in  the  drainage  remedied,  and  the  premises 
disinfected.  The  closing  of  the  schools  checked  the  progress  of  the  disease. 

Hospital  Accommodation. — The  Isolation  Hospital  was  most  useful  not  only  for  purposes 
of  isolation  but  also  for  treatment,  the  type  of  disease  in  some  cases  being  very  malignant  and 
requiring  the  aid  of  two  skilled  nurses.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  says  “I  am  sure  I  am 
speaking  the  truth  when  I  say  the  mortality  would  have  been  double  were  it  not  for  the  aid  given 
by  the  Isolation  Hospital,”  he  goes  in  to  say  “we  have  accommodation  for  38  adult  patients.’’** 

Disinfection. —  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  says  “I  have  had  some  applications  from 
persons  who  wished  to  have  clothes  and  bedding  disinfected,  you  have  no  Disinfecting  Chamber 
therefore  I  could  not  help  them.  Such  a  building  would  be  very  useful,  and  might  be  erected 
jointly  with  the  Rural  Council,  who  are  also  without  one.” 

Water  Supply. — An  examination  was  made  of  the  Reservoir,  the  water  was  found  to  be 
clear,  and  the  bottom  almost  free  from  sediment.  The  analysis  was  satisfactory 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal.— The  selvage  is  still  being  discharged  into  the  river. 
The  new  scheme  has  progressed  so  far  that  the  Irrigation  Area  has  been  purchased.  A  loan  of 
£10950  sanctioned  and  sanction  for  the  balance  of  £4193  awaited.  Attention  was  called  to  the 
nuisance  arising  from  the  heaps  of  town  refuse  in  the  adjoining  Rural  District. 


*This  is  evidently  a  misprint  for  18  which  would  he  nearer  the  accommodation,  in  accordance  with  the  air  and 

floor  space  laid  down  by  tho  Local  Government  Board,  and  which  is  found  absolutely  necessary  for  the  proper  treatment 
of  Infectious  disease. — C.M.O.H. 


Housing  of  Working  Classes. — There  is  no  mention  of  this  subject  in  the  report. 

Factories  and  Workshops.  —Six  factories  and  workshops  were  inspected.  No  mention 
is  made  of  the  smaller  workshops,  dressmakers,  tailors,  etc. 

Dairies  and  Miekshops. — The  milk  supply  of  the  town  has  engaged  special  attention. 
Some  of  the  farms  from  which  the  milk  supply  comes  were  visited,  and  nothing  found  to  make 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  suspect  milk  as  causing  disease. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — The  town  was  inspected  from  time  to  time  and  as  a  result  several 
nuisances  were  abated,  and  improvement  in  drain  ventilation  carried  out.  Slaughterhouses  and 
bakehouses  were  visited.  There  are  no  underground  bakehouses  in  the  town. 


DEVIZES. 


Medicae  Officer  of  Heaeth— G.  S.  A.  WAYEEN,  E-R.C.P. 


906  acres. 

Population 

•  • 

(1 Census  1901 )  6532 

(■ Census  1891 )  6426 

Inhabited  houses 

•  • 

„  1431 

„  1385 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house 

„  4*56 

„  4*63 

Birth-rate 

•  • 

24*26  per 
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Crude  Death-rate 
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Zymotic  Death-rate 
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1*06 
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Phthisis  Death-rate 
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Deaths  wider  one  year  of  age 

•  • 

..  119*49 

„  Births 

Birth-rate  — There  is  an  increase  in  the  Birth-rate,  159  Births  were  registered,  viz  : — 80 
males  and  79  females,  of  these  10  were  illegitimate. 

Death-rate. — This  is  slightly  higher  than  last  year. 

Infantiee  Mortaeity. — There  was  a  marked  increase  in  this  rate. 

Infectious  Disease. — 12  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified,  8  cases  of  Diphtheria,  2  of 
Erysipelas  and  1  of  Small  Pox.  Diphtheria  was  responsible  for  the  only  case  that  was  fatal.  The 
case  of  small -pox  occurred  at  the  prison,  and  was  moved  at  once  into  the  small-pox  Hospital  be¬ 
longing  to  the  Joint  Isolation  Hospital  Committee,  and  no  further  case  arose.  The  whole  ex¬ 
pense  was  defrayed  by  the  Prison  Authorities. 

Hospitae  Accommodation. — 23  patients  were  in  hospital  for  a  total  of  909  da}^s,  including 
the  staff  2004  days,  at  the  cost  for  maintenance,  which  includes  food,  wine,  lightingand  heating,  of 
not  quite  s^d.  per  day,  an  increase  on  last  year,  but  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  larger  the 
number  of  cases  the  less  the  average  cost. 

Water  Supply. — The  supply  has  been  constant  throughout  the  year.  The  highest  level 
in  the  well  was  reached  on  May  17th,  when  it  was  46  feet  below  the  floor  of  the  engine  house,  and 
the  lowest  level  on  January  1st,  when  it  was  99  feet  below  the  level  of  the  engine  house. 

Sewerage. — An  application  was  made  for  a  loan  for  £8J00  to  alter  the  sewage  outfall 
works,  and  to  convert  them  into  open  contact  beds.  The  tenders  for  the  contracts,  however, 
were  largely  in  excess  of  the  engineers  estimate,  due  to  the  cost  of  material  for  filling  the  filtei 
beds.  Experiments  are  now  being  carried  out  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Dibden,  F.I.C.  with 
slate  refuse,  to  ascertain  whether  it  can  be  used  as  a  substitute  for  clinker  and  coke,  the  difference 
in  prices  being  very  considerable. 

The  carrying  of  the  whole  of  the  sewage  into  the  present  works  has  in  itself  made  an 
improvement  in  the  condition  of  the  Poulshot  stream. 

Housing. — Twenty-six  houses  have  been  completed  during  the  year.  A  special  report  was 
made  during  the  year  on  the  overcrowding  at  present  existing  in  the  borough.  Notices  were 
given  in  9  instances  to  abate  the  nuisance,  and  these  were  remedied  by  lodging  out,  or  in  some 
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way  removing  some  of  the  numerous  inmates.  This,  however,  as  a  rule,  is  merely  a  temporary 
expedient,  and  they  come  back  again  when  matters  have  quieted  down. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — The  2  underground  bake-houses  still  remain.  The  Act 
states  that  on  and  after  January  1st  1904,  no  underground  bake-house  shall  be  used  unless  it  is 
certified  by  the  Urban  District  Council  as  being  suitable.  Twelve  bake-houses  and  19  factories 
and  workshops  are  under  inspection. 

Sanitary  iNSPECTiON.-r-In  the  early  part  of  the  year  the  town  was  inspected  by  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 


MALMESBURY. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health— CHAREES  W. 

PITT,  M.R.C.S. 

178  acres. 

Populatio7i 

(1 Ce7isus  1901 ) 

2854 

( \Ce71sus  1891)  2964 
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Birth-rate. — This  shows  a  great  improvement  on  the  preceding  year,  and  is  the  highest 
rate  of  all  the  districts  in  the  County. 

Death-rate. — This  is  lower  than  last  year  and  is  below  the  average  for  the  County. 

InfantieE  Mortaeity. — There  were  only  3  deaths  under  one  year.  This  rate  is  consider¬ 
ably  below  that  of  last  year,  and  is  much  below  the  average  for  the  County. 

Infectious  Disease. — There  were  only  three  cases  of  notifiable  infectious  disease 
throughout  the  year,  viz  :  two  cases  of  Diphtheria,  and  one  of  Erysipelas. 

Isolation  Hospital. — Has  not  been  used.  It  has  been  periodically  aired. 

Water  Supply. — There  has  been  an  improvement  in  the  Works.  The  Water  is  now 
delivered  into  the  tank  direct  from  the  spring.  The  old  well  which  received  the  water  from  the 
spring  was  found  in  an  unsatisfactory  state,  and  without  doubt  was  not  impervious.  The  capacity 
of  the  service  reservoir  has  been  increased,  and  it  now  holds  60,000  gallons. 

Sewerage,  Scavenging,  etc. — Several  stone  drains  have  been  taken  up  and  replaced 
by  socket  pipes.  Scavenging  has  been  satisfactorily  done  during  the  year.  Slaughter-houses 
and  Eodging-houses  have  been  inspected. 

Housing. — No  new  houses  have  been  built,  2  cases  of  overcrowding  were  dealt  with. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — Six  workshops  are  on  the  register  of  the  district  and 
inspected  periodically. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds.— Five  persons  are  registered  as  being  engaged  in  the  milk  trade. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — The  District  is  regularly  inspected  by  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  and  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 
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MARLBOROUGH. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health — T.  H.  HAYDON,  M.B.,  Cantab. 

Area,  598  acres. 


Population 

( Census  1901) 

3887 

( Census  1891)  3012 

Inhabited  houses 

9  9 

762 

„  618 

Average  number  of  perso7is  per  house 

99 
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„  4-87 

Bh'th-rate 
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•  • 
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Phthisis  Death-rate 
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9  9  9  9 

Deaths  under  one  year  of  age 
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Birth-rate. — There  was  an  improvement  in  the  Birth-rate. 

Death-rate. — This  is  slightly  higher  than  last  year,  but  is  below  the  average  rate  for  the 
County. 

Infantile  Mortality. — This  rate  is  higher  than  in  1902. 

Infectious  Disease. — Only  seven  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified  throughout 
the  year,  viz  :  Scarlet  Fever  o,  Diphtheria  1,  Small  Pox  1.  The  case  of  small-pox  occurred  in  a 
public  house  in  the  town  and  was  at  large  four  days  before  medical  advice  was  obtained.  The 
Scarlet  P'ever  cases  were  all  treated  at  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

Water  Supply. — Continues  satisfactory.  The  supply  for  Street  Watering  has  been 
supplemented  by  water  taken  out  ot  the  river. 

Sewerage,  Scavenging,  etc. — At  last  it  seems  likely  that  the  outfall  works  will  be 
finished  and  the  house  connections  be  begun.  Fast  year,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  reported 
that  a  sewer  was  needed  for  the  Union  Workhouse  drainage,  and  for  the  houses,  7  in  number,  in 
the  north  portion  of  the  Borough.  A  special  Report  on  this  subject  was  presented  during  the 
year.  “  No  steps  whatever  have  been  taken  by  the  Council  to  remedy  the  existing  state  of  things. 
“The  only  course  to  take  is  to  provide  the  area  with  a  sewer.  A  nuisance  has  arisen  during  this 
“  wet  summer  on  account  of  the  Workhouse  sewage  discharging  into  a  ditch,  and  running  down 
“as  far  as  Sun  Lane.  This  has  been  temporarily  remedied  by  the  provision  of  large  pits  to 
“receive  the  sewage,  practically  open  cesspits,  not  conforming  in  their  construction  to  the 
“  Borough  bye-laws.” 

Refuse  is  removed  from  the  houses  once  a  week.  The  collecting  is  certainly  completed 
earlier  than  it  was  some  years  ago,  but  is  going  on  long  after  traffic  in  the  streets  has  commenced 

Housing. — This  has  improved  during  the  past  year,  due  to  new  houses  built  in  the 
previous  year ;  but  none  of  the  old  cottages  have  been  demolished,  though  they  are  in  general  in 
a  better  state  of  repair.  The  houses  built,  with  a  few  exceptions,  are  not  of  a  kind  suitable  for 
the  small  wage -earner.  Two  cases  of  overcrowding  were  reported.  In  one  house,  eleven  persons 
occupied  two  rooms,  the  total  capacity  of  the  two  rooms  together  being  barely  1300  cubic  feet. 
In  the  other,  eleven  people  occupied  three  rooms.  It  is  difficult  to  deal  with  these  cases  without 
inflicting  some  hardships. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — The  number  inspected  remains  the  same.  All  have  been 
inspected  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  some  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds.— There  are  now  four  situated  in  the  Borough,  with  which  no 
fault  has  been  found  during  the  year.  The  sanction  of  the  Council  has  not  been  given  to  the 
regulations  which  were  formed  under  the  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  Order. 

Slaughter-houses. — Six  in  number,  have  been  frequently  inspected.  “I  can  only 
“  reiterate  my  opinion  that  it  would  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  consumers  of  meat,  if  a  public 
“  abattoir,  in  a  suitable  position,  easy  of  inspection  and  supervision,  was  substituted  for  the 
“unsuitable  and  insanitary  places  at  present  used  as  slaughter-houses.” 
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MELKSHAM. 


$  . - 

Medicae  Officer  of  Heaeth — W.  INGRAM  KEIR,  F.R.C.S.,  Edin. 


Area,  476  acres. 
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Birth-rate. — This  is  higher  than  last  year.  63  births  were  registered,  viz  :  25  males  and 
38  females. 


Dfath-raTK — The  death  rate  is  very  low,  and  is  the  lowest  rate  of  all  the  Districts  in  the 
County.  One  death  occurred  from  Cancer,  but  none  from  Consumption. 

InfanTieE  MorTAEiTY. — This  rate  is  very  high,  in  fact  the  highest  of  all  the  Districts  in 
the  County,  and  above  the  average  rate  for  England  and  Wales. 

Infectious  Disease. — 12  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified,  as  against  5  in  1902,  viz  : 
9  were  of  Scarlet  Fever,  2  of  Erysipelas  and  1  of  Diphtheria.  The  outbreak  of  Scarlet  Fever  was 
traceable  to  a  mild  and  unrecognised  case  being  at  large  in  the  peeling  stage.  Most  of  the  cases 
were  mild  and  no  deaths  occurred. 

WATER  Suppey. — The  public  water  supply  was  abundant  and  of  great  purity.  The  only 
public  well — the  Market  Place  well— was  also  kept  in  good  order. 

Sewerage,  Scavenging,  etc. — A  considerable  amount  of  attention  has  been  given  to  the 
new  Drainage  Scheme.  A  Eocal  Government  Board  Inquiry  was  held  in  August  and  the  pro¬ 
posed  works  were  approved  of  by  the  Inspector.  The  works  will  be  well  advanced  during  the 
current  year.  The  Scavenging  is  now  undertaken  by  the  Council  twice  a  week  and  is  quite 
satisfactory. 

Housing. — 42  houses  were  erected  during  the  year,  but  most  of  them  are  too  highly  rented 
to  benefit  the  unskilled  labourer  who  stands  most  in  need  of  them.  One  case  of  overcrowding 
was  dealt  with. 

Factories  and  Workshops.— 25  in  number,  were  inspected  and  the  Register  required  by 
the  Act  kept  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  All  suggestions  made  to  better  the  health  of  the 
work-people  were  readily  complied  with. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds  -  9  premises  are  registered,  and  these  are  all  inspected  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector.  They  are  all  in  a  satisfactory  condition  and  the  Council’s  bye-laws  are  duly 
observed. 


SdaughTER-houses. — The  seven  licensed  slaughter-houses  are  inspected  quarterly  and 
found  to  be  kept  in  accordance  with  the  Council’s  bye-laws. 


Sanitary  Inspection. — Systematic  inspections  are  carried  out  quarterly  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  in  conjunction  with  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  and  much  useful  work  has 
been  done.  “  A  great  many  drainage  defects  were  discovered,  but  it  is  obviously  undesirable  to 
“  put  owners  of  property  to  much  expense  until  the  new  drainage  system  is  completed,” 

In  addition  to  these  quarterly  inspections,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  personally  visited 
every  case  of  infectious  disease  reported  and  made  upwards  of  100  special  inspections. 


SALISBURY. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health — HARCOURT  COATES,  E.R.C.P. 


Area,  600  acres. 
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Birth-rate. — There  is  a  marked  decrease  in  the  Birth-rate. 

Death-rate. — The  Medical  Officer  has  credited  his  District  with  the  deaths  of  non¬ 
residents  who  died  in  the  Infirmary,  but  has  not  debited  his  District  with  the  deaths  of  residents 
registered  beyond  his  District  in  the  workhouse  and  elsewhere,  as  these  number  more  than  the  32 
deducted,  it  follows  that  the  “  corrected”  Death-rate  is  higher  than  the  “  crude”  rate,  and  higher 
than  stated  in  the  annual  report. 

Infantile  Mortality. — There  is  a  marked  decrease  in  the  infantile  Death-rate,  possibly 
connected  with  the  decreased  Birth-rate. 

Infectious  Disease.  — The  figures  given  upon  pages  three  and  four  of  the  report  do  not 
agree  as  to  the  number  of  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  or  Scarlatina,  which  were  notified.  Nothing  is 
said  in  the  report  regarding  the  26  cases  of  Diphtheria,  and  7  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  notified. 

School  Closure. — Although  Scarlet  Fever  was  very  prevalent,  especially  in  the  Parishes 
of  St.  Edmund’s  and  St.  Martin’s,  no  schools  were  closed  during  the  year. 

Hospital  Accommodation. — The  temporary  hospital  at  Three  Mile  Hill  was  very 
extensively  used  during  the  year,  and  the  Medical  Officer  says  “it  has  been  of  the  greatest 
possible  service  to  the  Town,  and  no  doubt  has  prevented  the  spread  of  disease  to  an  extent 
which  it  is  impossible  to  calculate.”  Out  of  185  cases  notified  132  were  removed  to  the  Hospital, 
and  all  recovered  except  one  case. 

Disinfection. — The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  says  “a  somewhat  general  outcry  and 
“  much  needless  publicity  has  been  given  to  the  fact  that  the  clothes  from  the  Hospital  were 
“  washed  in  the  Friary,  and  caused  an  outbreak  of  Fever  there,  but  I  confidently  add  that  these 
“clothes  were  most  carefully  disinfected  under  the  supervision  of  the  head  nurse  at  the  Isolation 

“Hospital . The  washing  still  went  on  in  the  Friary,  but  the  much  feared  increase  of  the 

“epidemic  in  this  quarter  did  not  take  place,  but  there  was  a  decrease  week  by  week  until  it 
“became  nil.  This  was  exactly  according  to  my  opinion  given  at  the  time,  viz.  that  the  epidemic 
“  in  this  quarter  was  not  at  all  due  to  the  clothes  being  washed  there  (or  in  the  neighbourhood). 

“No  one  will  deny  that  the  Friary  is  a  neighbourhood  the  least  wholesome  in  this  Borough . ” 

151  houses  were  disinfected  and  cleansed. 

Water  Supply. — The  Analyst’s  Report  is  quite  satisfactory. 

Sewerage,  Scavenging,  etc. — A  good  deal  of  attention  appears  to  have  been  devoted  to 
the  drainage,  sewerage,  and  scavenging  of  the  town.  The  refuse  is  removed  by  the  public 
scavengers  two  mornings  during  the  week,  to  the  Horsefall  Refuse  Destructor  at  the  Sewage 
Works.  This  Destructor  acts  extremely  well.  A  great  improvement  would  be  effected  in  the 
Scavenging  if  the  people  were  compelled  to  use  Sanitary  Dustbins,  the  old  wooden  boxes 
generally  in  use  become  saturated  and  most  offensive. 

Housing. — 53  new  houses  were  erected.  33  were  made  fit  for  habitation.  166  were 
cleansed  and  whitewashed.  12  cases  of  overcrowding  were  abated. 

Factories,  Workshops  and  Bakehouses. — 214  were  under  inspection.  11  were  certified 
for  limewashing.  Insanitary  conditions  were  dealt  with  as  nuisances  in  9  cases.  7  Notices  were 
served  to  limewash  Bakehouses.  18  Slaughter-houses  are  registered  or  licensed. 
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Dairies  and  Cowsheds.— 32  persons  engaged  in  the  Milk  trade  are  now  on  the  Register 
and  under  supervision. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — There  is  a  marked  improvement  in  this  direction.  The  Sanitary 
Inspector  has  evidently  done  a  considerable  amount  of  work  during  the  year  of  a  satisfactory 
character.  482  Notices  have  been  served,  of  which  460  have  been  complied  with. 


SWINDON. 


Medicae  Officer  of  Heaeth — F.  E.  STREETEN,  M.R.C.S.,  D.P.H. 


4265  acres. 
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Birth-rate. — There  is  a  marked  improvement  in  the  Birth-rate,  which  is  the  highest 
recorded  during  the  last  decade,  the  average  for  the  past  10  years  being  27*8. 

Death-rate. — The  Death-rate  is  lower  than  in  1902,  there  being  40  less  deaths  registered. 
The  Death-rate  is  under  the  average  of  the  past  10  years.  The  decrease  in  registered  deaths  is 
due  entirely  to  the  lessened  number  of  deaths  from  Zymotic  disease,  of  which  there  were  45  less 
registered  in  1903  than  in  the  year  previous.  The  average  Death-rate  for  Swindon  is  normally 
low  owing  to  the  low  age  average  of  its  inhabitants,  and  the  absence  of  any  real  poverty,  the 
nature  of  the  dominant  industry,  and  the  housing  of  the  working  classes. 

InfantieE  Mortality. — The  Infant  Death-rate  is  slightly  higher  than  for  1902,  but 
below  the  average  of  113*4  for  the  last  decade.  No  less  than  30  deaths  were  registered  as  due  to 
premature  birth.  This  is  equal  to  a  premature  Birth-rate  of71*l  of  registered  deaths.  The  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  makes  some  interesting  remarks  on  the  probable  cause. 

Infectious  Disease. — 425  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  were  notified  during  the  year,  viz  : 
371  Scarlet  Fever,  26  Diphtheria,  8  Enteric  Fever,  17  Erysipelas,  3  Puerperal  Fever.  The 
incidence  of  Infectious  Disease  has  been  more  severe  than  in  the  two  previous  years.  This  is  due 
entirely  to  Scarlet  Fever.  All  other  Infectious  Diseases  show  a  decrease,  Diphtheria  especially 
has  very  markedly  decreased,  26  cases  only  having  been  notified  as  against  63  in  the  year  1902. 
Of  the  total  number  of  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  372  were  removed  to  hospital  for  treatment. 
The  maximum  number  of  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified  in  June,  August  and  September. 
Out  of  a  total  of  371  cases  notified  225  were  attending  the  Elementary  Schools  of  the  town. 
Even  Swindon  School  heads  the  list  with  44  cases,  Westcott  School  comes  next  with  36,  and 
Clifton  Street  and  Gorse  Hill  Schools  are  third  with  31  cases  each.  No  cases  were  reported 
as  attending  either  St.  Mark’s,  the  Roman  Catholic,  or  Higher  Grade  Schools.  Knowing  the 
important  influence  that  the  Elementary  Schools  have  in  the  matter  of  infection,  these  figures 
are  instructive,  seeing  that  the  schools  mentioned  are  situated  in  the  localities  of  the  town  in 
which  the  incidence  of  Scarlet  Fever  was  most  marked. 

Of  the  371  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  notified  348  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital 
chiefly  on  account  of  the  impossibility  of  home  isolation  of  Infectious  Disease  in  a  working  class 
population.  “  Of  the  8  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  notified  3  died,  the  low  rate  incidence  of  Typhoid 
Fever  is  a  matter  for  congratulation,  but  the  high  rate  of  mortality  is  not  satistactory.” 
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The  distribution  of  Infectious  Disease  is  highest  in  the  case  of  the  West  Ward,  where  1 14 
eases  occurred  in  a  population  of  7,744.  The  North  Ward  comes  next  with  93  cases  in  a 
population  of  9,318,  and  the  King’s  Ward  third  with  63  in  a  population  of  7,977. 

Disinfection  — 442  rooms  were  disinfected.  Bedding,  clothing,  etc.,  is  disinfected 
in  the  steam  apparatus  at  the  hospital. 

Water  Suppey. — The  rainfall  at  Swindon  was  greatly  in  excess  of  the  average,  namely, 
39-93  inches  against  an  average  for  the  previous  28  years  of  28  inches.  As  a  result  the  water 
supply  has  been  plentiful  throughout  the  year.  The  quality  has  been  good  though  at  times  owing 
to  the  excessive  rainfall,  an  excess  of  bacterial  organisms  of  a  benign  character  were  to  be 
found  in  it.  Filtration  of  water  is  carried  on  intermittently  at  the  works.  A  large  proportion  of 
the  water  is  still  unfiltered  and  is  of  excellent  quality. 

Sewerage. — The  heavy  and  prolonged  rainfall  has  done  much  to  improve  the  condition 
of  the  river  Ray,  which  receives  the  effluent  from  the  Rodbourne  sewage  farm.  Since  the  increase 
of  the  area  of  the  filter  beds  and  the  abandonment  of  chemical  treatment  of  the  sewage  at  the 
Broome  Farm, the  evidences  of  secondary  sewage  decomposition  in  the  stream  are  not  to  be  detected. 
This  farm  deals  with  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  sewage  from  the  South  Ward. 

Scavenging. — The  scavengingof  the  town  is  carried  out  under  the  direction  of  the  Borough 
Surveyor,  and  a  bi-weekly  collection  of  house  refuse  is  made  all  over  the  District.  The  want  of 
suitable  refuse  receptacles  has  long  been  felt,  and  powers  are  now  being  sought  to  compel  the 
provision  of  a  suitable  receptacle  to  be  provided  by  each  householder. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — 244  workshops  are  on  the  register  of  the  District,  including 
42  domestic  workshops,  50  retail  bakehouses,  3  laundries,  149  other  workshops,  and  not  including 
511  domestic  factories  and  workplaces.  150  visits  of  inspection  were  made  during  the  year  by 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  859  to  outworkers  and  385  to  workshops  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — The  register  contains  the  names  of  owners  and  occupiers  of  18 
cowsheds  and  51  dairies  and  milkshops.  Two  fresh  applications  have  been  registered  during  the 
year,  having  been  duly  inspected  and  certified  as  suitable  by  the  Sanitary  Officials.  Some  few 
who  have  ceased  to  be  purveyors  have  had  their  names  struck  off  the  register.  All  premises  have 
been  under  frequent  inspection,  and  have  been  found  to  be  in  compliance  with  the  regulations 
which  are  in  force. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — There  appears  to  have  been  a  very  considerable  amount  of 
excellent  sanitary  work  carried  out  during  the  year. 


TROWBRIDGE. 


Medicae  Officer  of  Heaeth — JAMES  PEARSE,  M.D. 

Area,  2126  acres. 
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Birth-rate. — This  is  lower  than  last  year,  26  fewer  births  being  registered.  There  were 
12  illegitimate  Births  registered. 

Death-rate. — There  fwas  a  decrease  in  the  Death-rate,  56  fewer  deaths  being  registered 
than  in  1902.  The.e  was  a  maiked  diminution  in  the  Death-rate  from  Zymotic  Disease. 


42 


Infantile  Mortality.— The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  is  only  half  the  Rate  which  obtained 
in  1902,  and  very  much  below  the  average  for  the  last  10  years. 

Infectious  Disease.— Only  35  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  were  notified  as  against  71  in 
1902  and  an  average  for  the  past  10  years  of  60-4.  The  cases  comprised  Scarlet  Fever  9  ;  Diph¬ 
theria  9  ;  Membranous  Croup  3  ;  Enteric  Fever  6  ;  Erysipelas  8.  Of  the  Scarlet  Fever  cases  5 
occurred  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year  in  connection  with  a  private  school,  and  within  a  few  days 
of  one  another.  Diphtheria  shows  a  considerably  lessened  incidence,  there  having  been  22 
notifications  in  1902.  There  was  no  fatal  case.  They  occurred  sporadically  throughout  the  year 
in  different  districts  of  the  town,  and  it  was  not  possible  to  trace  them  to  a  common  origin.  The 
cases  of  Membranous  Croup  all  proved  fatal,  2  of  the  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  were  probably  con¬ 
tracted  out  of  the  town,  the  remainder  arose  independently  of  one  another,  2  cases  proved  fatal,  one 
in  a  patient  aged  58,  the  second  in  a  girl  aged  15,  resident  in  Burbidge’s  yard,  the  sanitary  con¬ 
dition  of  which  was  extremely  unsatisfactory. 

Hospital  Accommodation. — The  Isolation  Hospital  was  but  little  used,  only  2  cases  of 
Scarlet  Fever  having  been  under  treatment.  One  case  of  Diphtheria  was  treated  there  which  it 
was  quite  impossible  to  isolate  at  home. 

Water  Supply. — The  water  supply  throughout  the  year  has  been  well  maintained  and  of 
good  quality.  One  well  situated  at  Walwayne’s  Cottages,  Trowle,  was  closed  on  account  of  its 
contamination. 

SEWERAGE. — The  new  sewers  in  the  Bond  Street  district  were  completed  during  the  year. 
Contracts  have  been  let  for  the  northern  portion  of  the  new  sewage  system,  and  also  for  the  re¬ 
sewering  of  Bradley  Road.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  hopes  that  the  latter  will  be  proceeded 
with  as  soon  as  possible,  as  the  blockage  of  the  present  sewer  is  serious. 

Housing. — Three  instances  of  overcrowding  have  been  dealt  with  during  the  year  :  two 
in  Bradley  Road  and  one  in  Marsh  Road. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — There  are  75  factories  and  workshops  on  the  register.  The 
enquiry  as  to  the  sanitation  of  these  has  not  been  completed.  Under  this  Act  it  is  obligatory  on 
every  employer,  in  certain  industries,  who  employs  outworkers,  to  send  a  list  of  such  outworkers 
to  the  Local  Authority  twice  each  year.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  draws  attention  to  the 
fact  that  no  such  lists  have  been  received. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  makes  an  excellent  report,  too 
long  for  mention  here,  upon  this  subject,  and  recommends  to  his  Council  (a)  The  issue  of  a 
warning  as  to  the  necessity  of  every  cow-keeper,  dairyman,  or  purveyor  of  milk  applying  for 
registration  ;  (b)  The  revision  of  the  register  and  its  regular  correction  ;  (c)  The  more  regular 
inspection  of  dairy  premises,  etc. ;  this  should  be  done  quarterly  ;  (d)  The  revision  ot  the  regula¬ 
tions  ;  (e)  The  aim  to  be  kept  continually  in  view  is  a  pure  milk  supply — a  clean  milk,  of  good 
quality  ;  from  healthy  cows,  properly  strained  and  cooled,  and  protected  from  infection  and 
contamination. 


WARMINSTER. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health— F.  J.  FLOWER,  M.R.C.S. 
Area,  6564  acres. 
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Birth-rate.— The  Birth-rate  shows  an  improvement  on  that  for  1902. 

The  Death-rate  is  much  lower  than  for  1902. 

Infantile  Mortality. — The  deaths  of  children  under  1  year  of  age  were  remarkably  few. 

Infectious  Disease. — 13  cases  were  notified,  viz;  12  Scarlet  Fever  and  1  Diphtheria. 
The  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  of  a  very  mild  character,  and  9  were  treated  in  the  Isolation 
Hospital.  The  case  of  Diphtheria  occurred  in  a  child  which  travelled  with  the  disease  in  an 
advanced  stage,  and  the  case  ended  fatally  the  next  day.  1  death  occurred  from  Measles. 

Hospital  Accommodation. — The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  says  “  I  am  decidedly  of 
“opinion  that  Isolation  Hospitals  are  productive  of  much  good,  particularly  in  an  Urban  District 
“  like  our  own,  as  often  by  the  prompt  removal  of  a  case  of  Scarlet  Fever  to  the  Hospital  an 
“  outbreak  of  a  serious  character  is  prevented.” 

The  provision  of  a  Small  pox  hospital  tor  the  combined  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  has 
been  under  consideration  b}^  a  joint  committee  appointed  by  the  two  bodies,  but  as  yet  they  have 
been  unable  to  obtain  a  suitable  site.  Some  old  building  on  the  Sutton  and  Crockerton  Road 
would  be  an  ideal  position,  but  unfortunately  the  tenure  is  so  complicated  that  it  is  useless  to 
attempt  negotiations. 

Water  Supply  and  Sewerage. — The  report  contains  no  information  on  these  subjects. 

Housing.— A  number  of  new  cottages  have  been  erected  in  different  parts  of  the  town,  12 
good  cottages  having  been  erected  in  the  lower  end  of  the  town,  1  cottage  was  reported  as 
having  been  unfit  for  habitation,  and  a  magistrates’  order  was  obtained  to  enforce  the  closing. 
4  cases  of  overcrowding  were  reported  and  remedied. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — Special  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  inspection  of  dairies 
and  cowsheds. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — Regular  inspections  in  company  with  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances 
are  made,  and  monthly  reports  of  sanitary  defects  reported  to  the  Council. 


WESTBURY. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  -WAETER  H. 

REED,  M.R.C.S. 

Area,  3599  acres. 
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Birth-rate. — There  is  a  slight  improvement  in  the  Birth-rate. 

Death-rate. — The  Death-rate  is  higher  than  for  1902,  55  deaths  having  been  registered, 
viz  ;  21  males  and  34  females. 

Infantile  Mortality. — The  Death-rate  of  infants  under  1  year  of  age  is  low,  much 
below  the  average. 

Infectious  Disease. — Only  9  cases  were  notified  during  the  }7ear,  viz  ;  3  of  Scarlet  Fever, 
and  6'  of  Erysipelas.  No  death  occurred  from  Infectious  Disease.  A  fatal  case  of  Anthrax 
occurred  inThe  cottage  hospital. 

Water  Supply. — 47  samples  of  well  water  were  examined  during  the  year,  and  25  were 
condemned  as  unfit  for  domestic  purposes.  The  public  water  supply  maintained  its  character 
for  sufficiency  and  purity. 
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SEWERAGE.  —Old  drock  road  drains  have  been  replaced  by  pipe  drains,  in  Edward  Street, 
Fore  Street,  Penleigh  Road,  Union  Lane  and  Westbury  Eeigh.  Several  insanitary  privy  vaults 
have  been  abolished,  and  earth  closets  provided.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  says  :  — “  With 
“  respect  to  the  sanitary  work  in  the  district  the  chief  improvement  has  been  the  diverting  of  the 
“stream  carrying  off  a  certain  amount  of  sewage  towards  Frogmore,  and  the  removal  of  the  flow 
“  from  the  ditch  near  cottage  property  to  a  more  free  and  open  course.” 

Housing.— Seven  new  houses  have  been  built.  1  house  was  reported  as  unfit  for  habita¬ 
tion,  and  forthwith  put  into  a  satisfactory  condition.  2  cases  of  overcrowding  were  promptly 
dealt  with. 

Factories  and  Workshops.— 26  workshops  are  on  the  district  register,  including  6 
factories,  9  retail  bakehouses,  6  domestic  workshops,  and  5  workshops.  Their  general  condition 
is  good  with  regard  to  cleanliness,  air  space,  and  ventilation. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — 12  persons  are  registered  as  engaged  in  the  milk  trade,  includ¬ 
ing  3  private  dairies  not  requiring  to  be  registered.  During  the  year  (largely  in  consequence  of 
a  case  of  illegal  slaughtering  being  reported)  all  persons  who  slaughter  animals  for  sale  as 
human  food  became  duly  registered.  3  were  registered  and  4  licensed. 


WILTON. 


Medicae  Officer  of  Health— CHARLES  R.  STRATON,  E-R.C.P.,  E.vS.Sc.,  Durham. 


Area,  1915  acres. 


Population 

0  * 

(  Census  1901)  2203 

Inhabited  houses 

*  • 

„  518 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house 

4-25 

Birth-rate 

•  • 

..  18-02 

Crude  Death-rate 

e  • 

..  1306 

Zymotic  Death-rate 

• 

1-35 

Phthisis  Deaih-rate 

•  • 

1-80 

Deaths  wider  one  year  of  age 

•  e 

..  150-0 

( Census  1891 ) 


y 1 


2120 

480 

4-41 


per  1000  of  Population 


*  y 

y  y 

y  y 

y  y 

)) 

Births 

Birth-rate. — The  births  were  40,  being  the  same  as  in  the  last  2  years. 

Death-rate. — This  was  higher  than  the  remarkably  low  death  rate  for  1902. 

Infantile  Mortaeitv. — The  death-rate  amongst  infants  under  1  year  of  age  was  very 
high,  much  above  the  average  of  the  district  and  of  the  county. 

Infectious  Disease. — 32  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  were  notified,  viz  ;  16  Diphtheria,  13 
Scarlet  Fever,  and  3  Erysipelas.  In  every  doubtful  case  of  Diphtheria,  the  diagnosis  was  con¬ 
firmed  by  bacteriological  examination. 

Hospital  Accommodation. — -This  Council  took  a  leading  part  in  promoting  the  petition 
for  the  formation  of  a  joint  hospital  district. 

Water  Supply. — This  has  been  abundant  throughout  the  year.  On  5  occasions  the  water 
drawn  from  the  mains  was  examined  and  found  of  excellent  quality.  The  houses  supplied 
by  service  pipes  number  520,  and  19  supplied  by  wells  and  rain-water  tanks. 

Sewerage. — During  the  year  the  sewers  were  interrupted  on  several  occasions.  In  March, 
May  and  September  there  were  blocks  in  North  Street,  in  May  in  the  Greyhound  Eane,  and  in 
June  in  the  Wishford  Road,  Ditchampton.  The  crude  sewage  of  the  workhouse  still  enters  one 


45 


stream  just  above  the  boundary  of  the  town.  “  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  most  desirable  and 
“  economical  plan  if  it  can  be  arranged  between  the  Councils  is  for  the  workhouse  sewage  to  dis- 
“  charge  into  the  Urban  sewers,  and  be  treated  with  the  sewage  of  the  town.  There  can  also  be 
“  no  doubt  that  the  most  satisfactory  method  of  disposing  of  the  contents  of  the  urban  sewers 
“  would  be  by  a  business  arrangement  between  the  two  Councils,  by  which  the  sewage  of  the 
‘‘workhouse,  Wilton  and  Bemerton  might  be  jointly  treated  on  a  common  disposal  area,  the 
“  levels  fortunately  admitting  this  being  done  by  gravitation.  A  scheme  which  is  efficient  and 
“most  economical  is  the  one  which  is  most  to  the  interests  of  the  ratepayers.  One  pumping 
“  station,  one  disposal  area,  and  one  set  of  establishment  charges  will  be  found  to  be  sufficiently 
“onerous  for  an  enterprise  of  the  very  limited  dimensions  which  even  these  3  combined  schemes 
“can  present.” 

Factories  and  Workshops. — These  appear  to  be  inspected. 

The  bye-laws  relating  to  bakehouses  and  slaughter  houses  are  observed. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — These  are  inspected. 


/ 
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PART  III. 


RURAL  DISTRICTS. 


AMESBURY. 


Medical  Officer  of  Hearth— CHARLES  EDDOWES,  M.R.C.S. 


Area,  63453  acres. 

Population  . .  ..  ..  ( Census  1901 ) 

Inhabited  houses  . .  . .  ,, 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  ,, 

Birth-rate 
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Phthisis  Death-rate 

Deaths  under  one  year  op  age 
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Births 

Birth-rate. — -The  Birth-rate  is  higher  than  the  rate  for  the  preceding  year.  The 
births  registered  were  214,  viz.,  99  males,  and  115  females. 

Death-rate. — This  is  practically  the  same  as  last  year.  100  deaths  were  registered, 
and  of  these  15  were  over  60  and  under  70,  20  over  70  and  under  80,  9  over  80  and  upwards, 
1  reaching  the  age  of  94. 

InfanTirE  MorTARity. — There  is  a  marked  improvement  in  this  rate. 

Infectious  Disease. — Thirty  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified  during  the 
year ;  4  being  from  the  Station  Hospital  at  Bulford  Camp,  twenty  from  the  Amesbury 
District,  four  from  the  Orcheston  District,  and  two  from  the  Winterbourne  District.  Of 
these,  one  case  of  small-pox,  was  imported  from  Liverpool.  The  patient,  a  soldier,  was 
removed  from  West  Down  Camp  to  the  Station  Hospital  at  Bulford  Camp.  One  case  of 
Diphtheria  occurred  at  Woodford,  and  was  contracted  in  a  school  at  Salisbury,  where  the 
patient  had  been  a  pupil.  One  case  of  Erysipelas  occurred  in  the  Amesbury  Parish. 

There  were  23  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  and  all  were  of  a  mild  type.  Only  one  case 
proved  fatal.  The  National  School  at  Netton  was  closed  in  consequence  of  this  outbreak  of  Scarlet 
Fever. 

There  were  four  cases  of  Enteric  Fever.  Two  occurred  at  the  Camp  at  Bulford,  imported 
by  soldiers.  The  third  case,  a  civilian  from  the  Commissariat  Department  at  Bulford  Camp, 
was  sent  to  the  Amesbury  Workhouse.  The  fourth  case  occurred  at  Woodford,  being 
imported  from  London,  and  proved  fatal. 

In  all  cases  of  infectious  disease  the  cottages,  houses,  and  also  the  National  School 
at  Netton,  were  limewashed  and  disinfected. 
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Water  Supply. — The  water  supply  generally,  throughout  the  District  is  plentiful 
and  good.  The  streams  and  water  courses  are  all  in  good  order. 

SEWERAGE. — The  drainage  of  Amesbury  is  still  in  abeyance. 

Housing. — Great  improvements  have  been  made  in  cottage  property  during  the  last 
few  years,  notably  in  the  Parish  of  Figheldean,  by  the  War  Office  Authorities.  Only  two 
cottages  in  the  District  were  closed  as  unfit  for  habitation. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — Every  village  of  the  Union  has  been  visited  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  in  company  with  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  and  the  Slaughter-houses, 
Bakehouses  and  Dairies  have  been  inspected,  all  of  which  were  generally  satisfactory. 


BRADFORD-ON-AVON. 


Medical  Oeeicer  of  Health— W.  J.  ADYE,  M.R.C.S.,  E.S.A. 


Area,  16698  acres. 

Population  . .  . .  . .  ( Census  1901) 

Inhabited  houses  . .  . .  ,, 

Avei  age  number  of  persons  per  house  „ 

Birth-rate 
Crude  Death-rate 
Zymotic  Death-rate 
Phthisis  Death-rate 
Deaths  under  one  year  of  age 

Birth-rate. — This  shows  a  diminution. 

Death-rate. — This  is  lower  than  any  year  since  1896. 

Infantile  Mortality. — There  is  a  marked  increase  in  this  rate,  being  double  that  of 
the  previous  year. 

Infectious  Disease. — 26  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  were  notified ;  a  great  decrease. 
There  were  55  in  1902  and  35  in  1901.  20  of  the  cases  were  Scarlet  Fever,  fairly  evenly 

distributed,  with  the  exceptions  of  Monkton  Farleigh,  South  Wraxhall,  and  Bradford  Without, 
all  of  which  were  free  from  Infectious  Disease. 

There  was  1  death  from  Enteric  Fever,  and  in  consequence  the  workhouse  drainage 
has  been  thoroughly  attended  to,  new  drains  being  laid  over  nearly  the  whole  of  the 
building.  The  sewage  now  passes  through  a  filter  bed  before  being  allowed  to  enter  the  river. 

Water  Supply. — At  Holt  a  number  of  houses  have  been  connected  with  the  public 
supply.  The  scheme  for  Westwood  is  still  under  discussion.  At  Winsley  all  the  houses 
with  the  exception  of  two,  are  now  supplied  by  the  Bath  High  Level  Company.  At  Turley 
there  is  a  large  and  powerful  spring  of  water  of  good  quality,  which  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  suggests  should  be  protected  and  facilities  for  distribution  improved. 

Sewerage. — The  Holt  Scheme  is  still  unsettled.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
complains  of  the  nuisance  arising  from  the  overflow  of  sewage  on  to  the  road  from  the 
frequent  fractures  of  the  shallow  drains ;  and  also  the  nuisance  arising  from  the  open  ditch  on 
the  east  side  of  the  bridge.  He  also  complains  of  the  insanitary  condition  near  the  top  of 
the  Common,  where  slop  water  is  allowed  to  go  into  the  public  ditch  and  pass  within  a  few  feet 
of  a  farm  house  door.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  also  draws  attention  to  the  condition 
of  Winsley.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  says  : — “  Sewerage  and  drainage  is  practically  absent 
“in  the  whole  district,  and  what  there  is  would  be  better  done  away  with,  as  in  many  cases 
“the  drains  leak,  being  old  and  worn  out,  and  the  traps  used  are  old-fashioned  and  of  no  or 
“  very  little  use.” 
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Housing —House  accommodation  is  not  good,  respectable  workmen’s  cottages  being 
wanted  in  most  of  the  villages.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  would  like  to  see  bye-laws 
enforced,  that  (1)  Every  window  be  made  to  open  from  the  top  ;  (2)  That  every  room  had 
a  fire-place  (3)  That  no  privy  cesspits  be  allowed  and  buckets  be  used  in  their  place; 
(4)  That  there  be  a  properly  cemented  tank  to  receive  slop  water ;  (5)  That  some  specified 
distance  should  be  fixed  as  the  nearest  limit  to  a  house  that  a  pigstye  may  be  placed. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds— Each  year  shows  an  improvement  in  their  condition,  but 
it  will  take  some  years  before  they  are  as  good  as  the  Medical  Office^  of  Health  could  wish. 
If  yard-runnings  were  prevented  from  polluting  the  ponds  from  which  the  cattle  drink,  a 
big  step  would  be  taken  in  the  right  direction. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — The  District  appears  to  be  regularly  inspected. 


CALNE. 


Medicae  Offcer  of  Heaeth— I).  CAMPBELL,  M.D. 


Area,  28968  acres. 

Populatio7i  .  .  ..  ..  ( Census  1901 ) 
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Births 

Birth-rate — There  was  an  improvement  in  the  Birth-rate.  112  births  were  registered, 
65  males  and  47  females.  Six  of  these  were  illegitimate. 

Death-Rate. — This  rate  is  lower  than  in  1902,  and  is  below  the  average  of  the  County. 

InfantieE  MorTAeity. — There  is  a  decrease  in  the  death-rate  of  children  under  one 
year  of  age. 

Infectious  Disease. — There  were  only  two  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  throughout 
the  year,  viz  : — One  case  of  Erysipelas  and  one  of  Diphtheria.  The  Erysipelas  case  was 
treated  at  home  and  recovered,  and  the  case  of  Diphtheria  was  removed  to  the  hospital, 
and  likewise  recovered. 

Schooe  Ceosure. — East  Tytherton  was  visited  with  an  Epidemic  of  Chicken-pox  which 
necessitated  the  closing  of  the  Public  Elementary  School  for  a  month. 

Hospital  Accommodation. — No  provision  is  up  to  the  present  made  for  the  reception 
of  small-pox  cases  that  may  occur  in  the  district. 

Water  Supply. — A  good  and  ample  supply  of  water  is  at  last  provided  for  the  Parish 
of  Bremhill,  which  is  highly  appreciated  by  the  inhabitants,  and  for  which  they  are  indebted 
to  Lord  Lansdowne. 

Factories  and  Workshops.— There  are  said  to  be  none  in  the  district. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — The  Inspector  of  Nuisances  made  a  systematic  visitation  of 
Dairy  Farms,  of  which  there  are  103  on  the  register,  likewise  9  bakehouses. 

Sanitary  Inspection — The  whole  district  has  been  inspected  by  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  accompanied  by  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  and  many  minor  nuisances  have 
been  abated. 
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CHIPPENHAM. 


Medical  Officer  of  Hearth— W.  T.  BRISCOE,  M.D. 


Area,  58606  acres. 
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Birth-rate. — This  is  practically  the  same  as  1902. 

Death-rate. — There  is  a  slight  improvement  in  the  death-rate. 

Infantile  Mortality. — There  is  a  marked  improvement  in  the  death-rate  of  children 
under  1  year. 

Infectious  Disease.  — 155  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  were  notified,  viz  : — Small-pox,  1  ; 
Diphtheria,  55;  Scarlet  Fever,  80  ;  Erysipelas,  14  ;  Enteric  Fever,  4;  Puerperal  Fever,  1.  There 
were  12  deaths,  viz: — 9  from  Diphtheria,  and  3  from  Scarlet  Fever.  Scarlet  Fever  and 
Diphtheria  prevailed  in  the  Lowden,  Sheldon  Road,  Parliament  Street,  Woodlands,  and 
Hardenhuish  Districts,  including,  as  it  does,  for  practical  purposes,  those  children  attending 
St.  Paul’s  Schools  in  the  Chippenham  Urban  District  and  the  Sheldon  Road  Schools  in  the 
Rural  District.  Infection  in  a  number  of  instances  was  traceable  to  St.  Paul’s  Schools,  which 
were  closed.  During  the  time  the  schools  were  closed  defects  were  made  good. 

Hospital  Accommodation. — The  Isolation  Hospital  was  most  useful  not  only  for  the 
purpose  of  isolation,  but  also  for  treatment.  The  type  of  disease  was,  in  some  cases,  most 
malignant.  From  the  Rural  District  49  cases  were  admitted  during  the  year  1903,  viz:  — 
Diphtheria,  21,  Scarlet  Fever,  27  :  Enteric  Fever,  1.  Of  these  8  were  fatal,  viz  : — Scarlet  Fever, 
2 ;  Diphtheria  6. 

Disinfection. — The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  says  : — “  I  have  received  applications 
from  persons  who  wished  to  have  clothes  and  bedding  disinfected.  You  have  no  disinfecting 
chamber,  therefore  I  could  not  not  help  them,  such  a  building  would  be  very  useful,  and  might 
be  erected  jointly  with  the  Urban  Authority,  who  are  also  without  one.  The  one  in  use  at  the 
Isolation  Hospital,  even  if  it  were  available,  is  too  small  for  the  use  of  the  whole  Union  Area.” 

Water  Supply,  Sewerage,  and  Housing. — The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  say : — “  The 
house  accommodation,  water  supply,  and  sewerage  of  the  villages  in  the  district  remain  in 
about  the  same  condition  as  last  year,  when  I  reported  more  fully  upon  them. 

During  the  year  attention  has  been  drawn  to  nuisances  arising  from  heaps  of  town  refuse 
deposited  near  highways,  footpaths,  and  dwelling-houses  by  the  Chippenham  Urban  Council, 
and  a  remonstrance  has  been  sent  to  the  Urban  Council. 
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CRICKLADE  &  WGOTTON  BASSETT. 


Medical  Officer  of  Hearth — F.  G.  WRIDE,  E-R-C.P.,  Ireland. 


Area,  46734  acres. 

Population 
Inhabited  houses 

Average  jiumber  of  persons  per  house 
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Zymotic  Death-7  ate 
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Birth-rate.— The  Birth-rate  is  lower  than  that  of  the  preceding  year,  but  still  above 
the  average  birth-rate  of  the  County. 

Death-rate. — This  is  higher  than  the  death-rate  for  1902. 

Infantile  Mortality.—' This  rate  is  considerably  above  that  of  the  preceding  year. 

Infectious  Disease. — There  were  104  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  reported  during  the 
year;  of  these  40  were  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria  35,  and  Measles  21. 

An  outbreak  of  Diphtheria  occurred  at  Braydon  among  the  children  attending  the  school. 
Most  of  the  children  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital,  whilst  some  residing  in  isolated 
cottages  were  treated  at  home  where  possible ;  in  view  of  the  limited  number  of  cases  which 
could  be  accommodated  at  the  hospital  in  case  of  an  extensive  epidemic.  The  school  well 
was  polluted  by  a  drain  in  close  proximity,  and  was  ordered  to  be  closed.  Only  two  cases 
proved  fatal  of  the  35  Diphtheria  cases  notified. 

Of  the  40  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  none  proved  fatal.  Several  were  removed  to  the 
hospital,  but  after  the  occurrence  of  Diphtheria,  any  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  that  arose  were 
of  necessity  nursed  at  home.  Twenty-one  cases  of  Measles  were  reported,  and  all  recovered. 
Three  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  were  notified,  and  nursed  at  home  :  they  all  recovered.  Five 
cases  of  Erysipelas  occurred,  with  one  death,  that  of  a  child. 

“  In  the  early  part  of  June,  a  young  woman  from  Cardiff  paid  a  few  days’  visit  to  her 
“mother  in  Wootton  Bassett,  on  her  return  home  she  was  attacked  with  Small-pox,  and 
“removed  to  the  Fever  Hospital,  to  which  her  husband  had  already  been  removed.  On 
“hearing  this,  I  at  once  ordered  the  disinfection  of  the  house.  I  quarantined,  vaccinated, 
“  and  re-vaccinated  the  inmates,  and  contacts.  After  quarantine  the  house  was  again  disinfected, 
“and  beds  and  mattresses,  etc.,  were  burnt.  I  must  add  that  the  inmates  of  the  house 
“  submitted  readily  to  quarantine.  No  turther  case  of  Small-pox,  I  am  glad  to  say,  occurred.” 

Hospital  Accommodation. — “The  Isolation  Hospital  proved  of  great  service  during 
“  the  prevalence  of  Diphtheria,  when  a  Trained  Nurse  was  procured  to  assist  the  Matron.” 

Disinfection. — “  It  has  been  decided  to  purchase  a  fixed  Disinfecting  Chamber,  which 
“  is  urgently  required.  By  the  courtesy  of  the  Swindon  Hospital  Board  we  have  been 
“enabled  to  send  our  infected  bedding  to  them  for  disinfection.  We  have  also  arranged  with 
“them  for  the  use  of  their  Ambulance  when  required;  this  has,  ot  course,  been  a  great 
“convenience.” 


Water  Supply. — “The  want  of  a  supply  of  drinkable  water  has  been  felt  during 
“the  late  very  wet  season,  many  wells  and  pits  from  which  water  is  obtained  for  household 
“  purposes  being  flooded  with  surface  water.” 

“  The  water  in  the  Braydon  District  is  procured  from  ponds  or  ditches,  and  is  very  bad.” 

SEWERAGE. — The  general  drainage  is  fairly  good.  No  particular  progress  has  been  made. 

Housing. — Many  good  class  cottages  have  been  built  and  others  are  in  the  course  of 
erection,  the  old  cottages  being  abandoned. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — Bakehouses  and  Slaughterhouses  have  been  inspected,  and  are 
reported  to  be  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 
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DEVIZES. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health— G.  S.  A.  WAYEEN,  E.R.C.P. 


Area,  61856  acres. 


Population 
I 71  habited  houses 


( Census  1901 ) 


13070 


2803 

4-66 

19-73 

15-97 


(' Cetisus  1891 ) 
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13318 

2898 


Average  nuriiber  of  per so?is  per  house 

Birth-rate 

Crude  Death-7  ate 

Zymotic  Death-rate 

Phthisis  Death-rate 

Deaths  under  one  year  of  age 


85-60 


•15 

•38 


per  1000  of  Population 


Births 


4-59 


Birth-rate. — There  is  a  further  decrease  in  the  Birth-rate. 

Death-rate. — The  Crude  Death-rate  is  lower  than  for  1902. 

Infantile  Mortality. — The  Death-rate  of  children  under  one  year  of  age  is  slightly 
higher  than  that  which  obtained  in  1902. 

Infectious  Disease. — 55  cases  of  Zymotic  Disease  have  been  notified  during  the  year, 
from  13  different  parishes,  viz  ;  Diphtheria  19;  Scarlet  Fever  26;  Enteric  Fever  1;  Puerperal 
Fever  1  ;  Erysipelas  8.  The  Scarlet  Fever  cases,  26  in  number,  occurred  in  8  different  parishes, 
and  during  8  months  ;  like  Diphtheria  there  has  been  no  large  outbreak.  Three  of  the  cases  at 
Alton  Barnes  were  removed  to  an  isolated  cottage  away  from  the  village  in  conjunction  with 
others  from  the  adjoining  Pewsey  District.  The  Diphtheria  cases  occurred  in  5  parishes,  and  5 
of  the  cases  were  admitted  to  the  Borough  Isolation  Hospital.  The  only  place  at  which  there 
was  anything  approaching  an  epidemic  was  at  Rowde.  There  were  10  cases,  the  majority  con¬ 
nected  with  the  infant  school.  The  one  fatal  case  died  in  the  Devizes  Cottage  Hospital.  “  East 
“  year  there  were  11  cases  in  the  same  village,  and  I  considered  on  that  occasion  it  spread 
“  through  the  agency  of  the  National  Schools.  The  infant  school  at  Rowde  in  my  opinion  is  a 
“  building  unfit  for  the  number  of  children  that  have  to  be  provided  for ;  attention  has  previously 
“  been  called  to  it,  and  I  am  informed  that  the  subject  is  under  the  consideration  of  the  Managers 
“  and  the  Education  Committee  of  the  Wilts  County  Council.” 

Schools  were  closed  at  Rowde  and  All  Cannings  for  Diphtheria,  and  at  Alton  Berners  and 
Earlstoke  for  Scarlet  Fever. 

Hospital  Accommodation. — The  Isolation  Hospital  for  the  combined  Urban  and  Rural 
Districts  is  now  under  construction.  The  house  rented  at  Stert  for  a  Small-pox  hospital  has 
been  used  for  a  case  arising  in  the  Urban  District,  and  answered  the  purpose  well. 

Water  Supply. — The  Wedhampton  water  supply  has  been  the  subject  of  frequent  dis¬ 
cussion  at  the  Board.  It  has  now,  however,  been  definitely  arranged  to  utilise  the  spring  referred 
to  in  the  last  report  and  to  protect  it  as  far  as  possible.  “  A  few  isolated  portions  of  the  district 
“  drink  water  from  brooks  or  streams,  notably  at  Cuckoo’s  Green,  Potterne,  and  lower  part  of 
“  Great  Cheverill.  The  two  parts  of  the  district  referred  to  as  supplied  by  brook  water  have  not 
“  a  satisfactory  supply.” 

Sewerage. — The  chief  improvement  during  the  year  has  been  the  carrying  out  of  an 
improved  drainage  system  at  Potterne. 

Housing. — 12  new  houses  have  been  completed  during  the  year,  and  7  are  practically  built 
but  not  finished.  Plans  for  37  buildings  and  alterations  to  buildings  have  been  passed. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — These  have  been  completed  and  a  complete  list  made.  No 
register  has  yet  been  kept  by  the  authority.  The  majority  of  premises  are  well  kept  and  clean, 
and  the  sanitary  arrangements  as  a  rule  are  good. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — 176  persons  are  on  the  register  as  engaged  in  the  milk  trade. 
There  were  no  contraventions  of  the  Acts,  Orders,  and  Bye-laws. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — The  District  is  regularly  and  systematically  inspected  by  the 
Medical  Officer  and  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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HIGHWORTH. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health— F.  E.  STREETEN,  M.R.C.S.,  D.P.H. 


Area,  49721  acres. 

Population  ..  ••  ..  ( Ce?isus  1901 )  14279 


Inhabited  houses  ..  .  .  ,,  8157 

Average  member  of  persons  per  house  >,  4*  52 

Biith-rate  .  .  • .  . .  . .  . .  80-40 

Crude  Death-rate  . .  ..  ..  . .  17-02 

Zymotic  Death-rate  . .  . ,  .  .  , .  '14 

Phthisis  Death-rate  .  .  . ,  . .  . ,  1  *47 

Deaths  wider  one  year  of  age  ..  . .  ..  119*81 


(  Census  1891 )  14309 

„  3015 

4-74 


per  1000  of  Population 
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The  Birth-rate  is  above  the  average  for  the  past  10  years,  and  above  the  average  for 
Rural  England  and  Wales. 

Death-rate. — The  Death-rate  is  in  excess  of  that  for  1902,  and  above  the  average  of  the 
past  10  years. 

Infantile  Mortality. — This  rate  is  lower  than  for  1902. 

•»  $ 

Infectious  Disease. — 117  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  were  notified,  viz  : —  Scarlet  Fever, 
103;  Diphtheria,  11;  Erysipelas,  3.  Of  these  110  were  removed  to  the  hospital  for  isolation 
and  treatment.  Scarlet  Fever  obtained  its  maximum  intensity  during  the  months  of  May, 
October,  and  August.  The  disease  was  most  prevalent  in  the  parish  of  Stratton  St.  Margaret 
where  47  cases  occurred.  98  cases  were  notified  in  the  Highworth  Sub-District  as  against 
19  in  the  Swindon.  The  disease  was  especially  prevalent  in  the  villages  most  adjacent  to  the 
town  of  Swindon,  and  was  throughout  of  a  mild  type,  and  it  was  not  found  necessary  to  close 
any  of  the  Elementary  Schools  on  account  of  it.  Of  the  11  cases  of  Diphtheria  10  were  in  the 
Highworth  Sub-District  and  1  in  the  Swindon  Division.  They  were  all  isolated  cases,  the 
disease  occurring  at  intervals,  and  sanitary  defects  detected  at  the  time  were  thought  to  be  the 
cause  of  the  outbreak  in  each  instance.  All  were  of  a  mild  type  and  were  removed  to  hospital 
for  treatment.  One  case  occurred  at  the  School  House  at  Eower  Stratton,  and  it  was  thought 
advisable  to  close  the  school. 

Water  Supply. — Bishopstone — There  is  an  abundance  of  excellent  water  in  this  village, 
which  ought  to  be  placed  within  the  easy  reach  of  every  householder. 

Chiseldon,  Bradbury,  Wick,  and  Coate  are  still  badly  supplied  with  water,  and  the  Council 
would  do  well  to  provide  sources  of  supply. 

Wanborough — During  the  year  a  scheme  has  been  completed  for  the  supply  of  Eower 
Wanborough  from  an  adit  at  Callis  Hill  driven  in  the  Greensand. 

Wroughton. — South  and  West  Eeaze  are  not  well  supplied  with  water. 

Blunsdon  St.  Andrew. — Many  houses  in  this  district  are  badly  supplied. 

Highworth. — The  works  for  the  supply  of  this  town  are  fast  approaching  completion.  The 
supply  has  been  eagerly  looked  for  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  town. 

Inglesham. — There  are  26  wells  with  water  of  indifferent  quality  and  quantity.  The 
water  here  is  bad  and  not  good  for  potable  use.  It  might  be  able  to  obtain  water  from  the  gravel 
beds  near  the  Thames. 

Rodbourne  Cheney. — The  supplies  from  the  North  Swindon  Estate  Company  have 
been  constant  during  the  year  and  the  water  is  of  a  fair  quality.  The  well  water  is  bad,  and  a 
supply  of  known  purity  is  much  needed  for  Haydon  Wick. 

Stratton  St.  Margaret. — A  scheme  for  the  villages  of  Stratton  St.  Margaret  and 
Rodbourne  Cheney  was  initiated  by  the  Rural  District  Council  and  a  well  sunk  at  Pen  HilE 
A  good  supply  of  water  was  obtained  from  the  Middle  Oolite  Formation,  and  an  enquiry  was  held 
b}*  the  Local  Government  Board.  The  scheme  was  opposed  by  the  North  Swindon  Estate 
Company,  and  the  Corporation  of  Swindon,  who  claimed  to  be  able  to  supply  the  districts  in 
question  from  existing  supplies  under  their  control.  As  a  result  of  this  enquiry,  the  Local 


Government  Board  favoured  tlie  supply  being  obtained  from  the  mains  of  the  Swindon  Corpora¬ 
tion,  who  undertook  to  supply  the  whole  area  contained  in  the  Rural  District  Council’s  scheme 
for  the  supply  of  both  villages.  The  works  at  Pen  Hill  therefore  have  been  closed. 

South  Marston. — 95  houses  are  supplied  from  wells,  7  from  the  Wilts  and  Berks  Canal, 
and  one  from  a  rain-water  tank.  The  water  found  in  the  shallow  wells  is  not  of  good  quality, 
and  some  of  them  have  been  closed  during  the  year.  The  Rural  District  Council  would  do 
well  to  give  the  water  supply  of  this  village  some  consideration. 

Sewerage,  &c. — Bishopstone. — 41  houses  have  no  drains.  Pollution  of  water  courses 
is  still  going  on  in  this  village. 

Chiseldon. — 72  houses  are  drained  to  sewers,  33  to  cesspits,  70  on  to  land,  31  to  ditches, 
89  are  without  drains.  Only  a  small  portion  of  the  village  is  provided  with  sewers. 

Ryddington. — 5  old  houses  have  no  drainage,  being  dependent  on  ditches. 

Wanborough. — 79  houses  drain  to  ditches  and  land,  80  have  no  drains.  A  few  storm 
water  drains  exist,  and  are  used  as  sewers.  Now  that  the  water  supply  is  assured  for  the  village 
some  system  of  water-borne  sewerage  is  desirable. 

Wroughton. — This  village  is  the  best  sewered  in  the  Highworth  rural  area.  The 
sewage  is  delivered  by  gravitation,  and  is  treated  by  broad  irrigation. 

Blunsdon  St.  Andrew. — Houses  drained  to  sewers  78,  to  cesspits,  18;  without  drains  120- 

Rodbourne  Cheney. — 86  houses  are  drained  to  sewers,  127  to  cesspits,  109  to  ditches 
and  land,  43  are  without  drains. 

The  sewers  owned  by  the  North  Swindon  Estate  Company  at  Telford  serve  31  houses. 
The  outfall  works  are  most  unsatisfactory,  and  at  times  cause  an  acute  nuisance.  The  drains  of 
this  important  village  are  very  unsatisfactory,  and  engineers  have  been  instructed  to  prepare 
plans  for  a  comprehensive  scheme  of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal. 

Stratton  St  Margaret. — The  sewerage  scheme  for  this  village,  formulated  so  many 
years  ago  is  now  rapidily  approaching  completion.  During  the  current  year  the  whole  scheme 
will  be  completed  and  in  operation. 

Housing. — The  housing  accommodation  of  the  district  has  been  inspected,  and  a  record 
kept  of  the  accommodation!  of  each  house.  Many  of  the  cottages  at  Highworth  are  very  old 
and  some  are  built  in  rows  with  no  back  outlet.  These  are  too  confined  for  perfect  sanitation. 
In  the  majority  of  the  villages  the  greater  number  of  the  void  houses  are  old,  delapidated,  and 
unfit  for  habitation  43  houses  were  newly  erected  during  the  year,  16  made  fit  for  habitation, 
2  condemned  and  taken  down,  and  16  cleansed.  14  cases  of  overcrowding  were  abated. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — 133  workshops  are  on  the  register  of  this  district.  100 
visits  of  inspection  were  made  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  210  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector.  A  few  more  workshops  have  been  added  to  the  Register  during  the  year,  and  the 
condition  of  the  whole  is  satisfactory.  29  outworkers’  premises  were  inspected. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — The  information  upon  this  subject  is  very  complete.  The 
farms  as  a  rule  are  well  watered,  and  are  regularly  inspected.  A  large  proportion  of  the  milk  is 
sent  to  Rondon.  Many  improvements  in  the  farms  have  been  carried  out  in  conseqence  of  the 
inspection  The  farms  in  the  Rodbourne  Cheney  District  are  not  so  good  as  in  the  other 
districts,  and  the  sheds  are  inferior.  The  farms  in  the  Stratton  St.  Margaret  District  are  not  too 
well  supplied  with  water. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — This  district  is  more  thoroughly  and  systematically  inspected, 
by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Sanitary  Inspector,  than  any  district  in  the  County  of 
Wilts,  and  can  be  held  up  as  a  pattern  for  the  other  districts  in  the  County  to  follow. 


54 


MALMESBURY. 


Medical  Officer  of  Hearth. — CHARLES  W.  PITT,  M.R.C.S. 


Area,  58357  acres. 

Populatio7i  . .  . .  . .  (Census  1901 ) 

Inhabited  houses  . .  . .  ,, 

Average  7iumber  of  perso7is  per  house  ,, 

Birth-rate 
Crude  Death-rate 
Zy77iotic  Death-rate 
Phthisis  Death-rate 
Deaths  under  one  year  of  age 

Birth-rate. — There  is  a  decrease  in  the  birth-rate. 

Death-rate. — The  Death-rate  was  considerably  lower  than  that  for  1902. 

Infantile  Mortality.— There  were  21  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year.  One  in  every 
10  infants  born  failed  to  reach  the  age  of  one  year. 

Infectious  Disease — 17  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  were  notified,  comparing  favourably 
with  the  two  previous  years,  35  being  notified  in  1901  and  40  in  1902,  viz  : — Scarlet  Fever,  11  ; 
Enteric  Fever,  1  ;  Erysipelas,  3.  Rodbourne,  Grittenham,  and  Brinkworth  schools  were  closed 
on  account  of  Whooping  Cough. 

Water  Supply. — Sherston. — These  works  are  in  course  of  construction.— Dauntsey. — 
There  has  been  no  complaint  made  this  year.  A  special  report  was  prepared  and  presented  on 
the  unsatisfactory  condition  of  the  water  supply  of  the  village  of  Oaksey. 
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MARLBOROUGH. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health— C.  JAMES,  M.R.C.S. 


Area,  43795  acres. 

Populatio7i  . ,  . .  . .  ( Census  1901 ) 

hihabited  houses  . .  . .  „ 

A  verage  n u 7nber  of  persons  per  house  , , 

Birth-rate 
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ZyTnotic  Death-rate 

Phthisis  Death-rate 

Deaths  under  07ie  year  of  age 
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Birth-rate.— There  is  an  improvement  in  the  Birth-rate  which  was  higher  than  any  year 
during  the  preceding  10  years. 

Death-rate. — The  Death-rate  is  also  lower  than  for  1902. 

Infantile  Mortality.— There  is  a  great  improvement  in  this  rate.  It  is  half  that  of  1902, 
and  much  below  the  average. 
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Infectious  Disease. — 9  cases  of  Infectious  disease  were  notified,  a  smaller  number  than 
during  any  year  since  the  adoption  of  the  Act.  Of  these  2  were  Diphtheria,  3  Scarlet  Fever,  1 
Enteric  Fever,  and  3  Erysipelas. 

Hospitae  Accommodation. — One  case  each  of  Diphtheria,  Erysipelas,  and  Scarlet  Fever 
were  treated  in  the  Hospital.  The  Diphtheria  and  Erysipelas  cases  ended  fatally. 

Water  Suppey. — The  complaint  this  year  instead  of  scarcity  of  water  supply  has  been 
of  too  much  water. 

Sewerage.— B  notices  were  served  on  persons  in  Manton,  whose  drains  connected  with 
the  street  surface  drain,  and  so  caused  a  nuisance  which  was  objected  to  by  the  Thames  Conser¬ 
vancy.  These  are  standing  over  for  consideration. 


MELKSHAM. 


Medicae  Officer  of  Heaeth— INGRAM  KEIR,  F.R.C.S.,  Edin. 


Area,  13777  acres. 


Population 

( Census  1901 ) 
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Birth-rate. — There  is  an  improvement  in  the  past  5  years. 

Death-rate.—  There  is  a  considerable  reduction  in  the  death-rate.  The  deaths  of  65 
persons  were  registered  during  the  year,  of  this  number  14  from  the  town  of  Trowbridge  died  in 
the  workhouse,  leaving  51  as  the  actual  number  of  deaths  in  the  district,  which  gives  a  net  death- 
rate  of  11*4  per  1000. 

InfantieE  Mortaeity. — There  is  a  satisfactory  reduction  in  the  rate  of  previous  years. 

Infectious  Disease. — 16  cases  were  notified,  viz;  Scarlet  Fever  8;  Enteric  Fever  3; 
Diphtheria  2  ;  Puerperal  Fever  1  ;  Erysipelas  2.  Nearly  all  the  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  occurred 
in  Melksham  Without,  and  were  the  fringe  of  an  epidemic  then  prevailing  in  the  town  of 
Melksham.  Of  the  Enteric  Fever  cases,  one  occurred  at  Staverton.  No  cause  can  be  assigned 
as  the  sanitation  of  the  house  was  faultless,  and  there  was  no  evidence  of  infection.  The  other, 
tfvo  cases  occurred  at  Hilperton,  and  were  probably  due  to  soil  pollution  from  defective  drainage. 
One  fatal  case  of  Diphtheria  occurred  at  Semington.  The  disease  was  introduced  by  a  visitor 
from  Birmingham.  There  were  epidemics  of  Measles  at  Sandridge,  in  February,  necessitating 
the  closing  of  the  elementary  schools,  and  Mumps  at  Seend,  also  in  February,  and  calling  for  school 
closure.  There  was  also  a  widespread  epidemic  of  Gastro  Enteritis,  in  August  and  September, 
affecting  all  parts  of  the  District. 

Water  Suppey. — Thanks  to  the  abundant  rainfall,  there  was  no  difficulty  about  water 
supply.  8  samples  of  water  from  shallow  wells  in  various  parts  of  the  district  were  analysed. 
Many  of  them  showed  that  the  heavy  rains  had  washed  impurities  into  them.  There  are  two 
valuable  public  wells  of  excellent  quality  at  Seend  Cleeve,  which  might  with  advantage  be 
covered  in  and  a  pump  substituted  for  dipping. 


SEWERAGE.— The  Council’s  Committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  Melksham  Urban 
Council  as  to  the  drainage  of  portions  of  Melksham  Without,  had  several  meetings,  but  the 
question  has  been  postponed  until  the  Urban  scheme  has  been  further  advanced.  “  A  new 
“ventilating  shaft  has  been  erected  at  Hilperton.  The  drainage  of  this  village  continues  most 
“unsatisfactory,  and  the  remedy  would  seem  to  be  amalgamation  with  Trowbridge.” 

Housing. — Four  new  houses  have  been  built  and  24  are  in  course  of  erection.  3  houses 
were  condemned  and  are  being  demolished.  Three  cases  of  overcrowding  were  discovered  and 
subsequently  abated. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds.— 38  premises  wTere  registered  and  regularly  inspected.  In  12 
instances  improved  sanitation  was  called  for.  There  is  still  great  need  for  more  attention  being 
paid  to  cleanliness,  not  only  in  the  dairies  and  cowsheds  but  also  in  the  person  of  the  milkers. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — The  district  was  systematically  inspected  in  conjunction  with 
the  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  and  resulted  in  much  useful  sanitary  work  being  done.  Altogether 
70  nuisances  were  dealt  with  during  the  year. 


MERE. 


Medicae  Officer  of  Hearth — B.  POPE  BARTEETT,  M.R.C.S. 


32309  acres. 

Population  .  .  . .  .  .  ( Ce?isus  190P) 

5210 

( Census 

1891)  5762 

Inhabited  houses  . .  .  .  ,, 

1258 

,,  1357 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  ,, 

4-14 

„  4-24 

Birth-rate 

24-31 

per  1000  of  Population 

Crude  Death-rate 

12-74 

Zymotic  Death-rate 

•39 

>  > 

>> 

Phthisis  Death-rate 

1-17 

Deaths  wider  one  year  of  age 

56-45 

5  > 

Births 

Birth-rate. — There  is  a  great  improvement  in  the  Birth-rate. 

Death-rate. — This  is  much  below  that  of  the  previous  year. 

Infantile  Mortality. — This  was  lower  than  that  of  the  preceding  year. 

Infectious  Disease. — 48  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified.  Of  these  36  were 
Diphtheria,  the  majority  of  which  were  in  Stourton.  A  special  report  was  made  upon  this 
outbreak.  7  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  reported  4  of  which  occurred  in  one  house  at  East 
Knoyle.  In  no  case  did  the  disease  spread  beyond  the  house  in  which  it  appeared.  The 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  says  : — “  I  trust  that  during  the  coming  year  the  Rural  District 
“  Council  will  adopt  such  measures  as  may  result  in  each  house  where  infectious  disease  is 
“known  to  have  occurred,  being  thoroughly  and  efficiently  disinfected  and  lime-washed,  and 
“the  bedding  and  other  similar  articles  used  by  the  patient  either  destroyed  or  rendered  incapable 
“of  retaining  any  infectious  material,” 

Water  Supply. — Owing  to  the  excessive  rainfall  there  were  no  complaint  of  a  deficiency 
of  water  from  any  part  of  the  district.  At  Stourton  a  supply  of  water  is  being  laid  on  which 
will  be  distributed  to  nearly  all  the  village,  and  a  portion  of  Kilmington.  This  cannot  fail  to 
be  a  great  boon  to  the  inhabitants  and  of  considerable  importance  from  a  sanitary  point  of 
view.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  regrets  that  the  scheme  for  the  water  supply  of  Mere 
and  other  villages,  is  in  abeyance,  and  trusts  that  during  the  coming  year  the  Council  will 
succeed  in  obtaining  a  supply  of  water  suitable  for  the  purpose,  and  that  the  distribution  of 
the  same  will  be  carried  out  as  in  the  former  scheme.  A  supply  of  water  is  badly  needed,  and 
cannot  fail  to  be  of  great  benefit  to  the  health  of  the  inhabitants. 

Sanitary  Inspection — The  district  has  been  periodically  and  systematically  inspected 
by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 
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PEWSEY. 


Medical  Officer  of  Hearth— E.  W.  RAYMENT,  M.B.,  B.Sc.,  (Pub.  Health.) 


Area,  75219  acres. 

Population  ..  ..  ..  (Census  1901)  11211 

Inhabited  houses  .  .  .  .  ,,  2576 

A  verage  number  of  persons  per  house  ,,  4-35 

Birth-rate  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  27*36 

Crude  Death-rate  .  .  . .  .  .  14*76 

Zymotic  Death-rate  .  .  .  .  .  .  *45 

Phthisis  Death-rate  .  .  .  .  . .  *81 

Deaths  u?ider  one  year  of  age  . .  . .  88*81 

Birth-rate. — There  is  an  improvement  in  the  Birth-rate. 

Death-rate. — This  is  lower  than  for  1902. 

Infantire  Mortaeity. — There  is  a  marked  decrease  in  the  number  of  deaths  amongst 
children  under  one  year  of  age. 

Infectious  Disease. — 34  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  were  notified,  being  11  more  than 
the  previous  year.  Of  these  9  were  Diphtheria;  21  Scarlet  Fever;  1  Continued  Fever;  1 
Puerperal  Fever  ;  and  3  Erysipelas.  Of  the  Diphtheria  cases  none  were  fatal.  Eleven  of  the 
Scarlet  Fever  cases  were  removed  to  a  temporary  Isolation  Hospital  on  the  top  of  Alton  Hill. 
This  proceeding  was  the  means  of  cutting  short  the  epidemic,  or  what  threatened  to  be  an 
epidemic.  The  case  of  Continued  Fever  was  at  Burbage,  and  proved  fatal.  The  case  of  Puerperal 
Fever  occurred  in  Pewsey.  “  The  sanitary  condition  of  the  premises  situate  at  the  corner 

“of  High  Street  and  occupied  by  Mr.  -  was  found  to  be  very  bad,  and  I  regret  to  state 

“that  little  has  been  done.  In  my  opinion  the  house  is  not  fit  for  habitation.” 

Several  schools  were  closed  in  consequence  of  epidemics,  Burbage  in  consequence  of 
Measles,  Oare  school  from  Scarlet  Fever,  Easton  school  from  Whooping  Cough,  Manningford 
Bruce. for  Mumps,  and  Pewsey  school  lor  Mumps. 

Water  Suppry. — The  scheme  for  a  public  water  supply  has  been  discussed  and  a 
committee  appointed  and  definite  plans  will  no  doubt  be  soon  ready  and  the  work  commenced. 
3  wells  were  sunk  and  4  cleaned  and  repaired. 

Housing. — 15  new  houses  were  built  mostly  cottages,  23  cleansed  and  disinfected,  and 
one  cleansed  and  whitewashed.  5  cases  of  overcrowding  were  dealt  with. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — 6  slaughterhouses  and  9  dairies  and  cowsheds  were  inspected 
by  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — 28  bakehouses  were  inspected  and  certified  for  lime 
washing  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 


(< Census  1891 )  11713 

2678 
4*37 

per  1000  of  Population 


99 


99 


9  9 
99 
99 
99 


9  9 


9  9 

Births 
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RAMSBURY. 


Medicar  Officer  of  Hearth— W.  T.  WOODFORDE,  M.D. 


Area,  51614  acres. 

Population  . .  •  •  . .  ( Census  1901 ) 

hihabited  houses  . .  . .  ,, 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  „ 

Birth-rate 

Crude  Death-rate 

Zymotic  Death-rate 

Phthisis  Death-rate 

Deaths  wider  one  year  of  age 


7094 

( Census  1891)  8023 

1747 

„  1877 

4*06 

„  4-27 

23*01 

per  1000  of  Population 

15*48 

9  9 

*579 

>> 

99 

•86 

>> 

99 

94*33 

Bh  ths 

Birth-rate. — There  is  a  slight  decline  in  the  Birth-rate,  which  was  3-3  per  1000  under 
the  yearly  average  of  the  preceding  8  years. 

Death-rate. — The  death-rate  is  higher  and  T6  above  the  corresponding  average. 
More  than  half  the  deaths  (60)  were  persons  over  sixty-five  years  of  age. 

Infantire  Mortality.— -15  infants  died  in  their  first  year. 

Infectious  Disease. — The  only  notifications  received  during  the  year  were  10  of 
Erysipelas,  of  which  no  case  was  fatal.  The  District  was  entirely  free  from  any  of  the  other 
diseases  scheduled  in  the  Act.  Several  of  the  non-notifiable  Zymotic  diseases  were  more 
or  less  prevalent  in  some  places  at  different  times — especially  influenza  in  the  early  part  of 
the  year.  Whooping  Cough  was  fatal  to  3  children  under  5  years  of  age. 

Housing. — 4  cases  of  overcrowding  were  dealt  with.  A  large  portion  of  the  labourers’ 
cottages  are  old,  and  they  have  the  old  ceilings,  and  small  windows,  etc.,  characteristic  of  their 
date,  but  for  the  most  part  the  rooms  are  of  fair  size,  as  also  are  the  gardens.  A  good  deal 
has  been  done  to  improve  their  sanitary  arrangements  as  far  as  is  practicable,  apart  from  the 
provision  of  sewerage,  and  a  public  water  supply  which  from  the  character  of  the  district  would 
not  be  generally  applicable,  and  which  does  not  exist  at  present  in  any  part  of  it.  7  old 
cottages  have  been  closed  during  the  year  as  unfit  for  occupation. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds.— -41  were  inspected  during  the  year.  All  but  one  were  found 
to  be  in  proper  order. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — Of  the  21  bakehouses  visited  3  required  whitewashing. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — The  district  is  regularly  and  systematically  inspected  by  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


SALISBURY. 


Medicae  Officer  of  Hearth— C.  G.  B  KEMP,  M.D. 


Area,  58112  acres. 

Population  . .  . .  . .  ( Census  1901) 

Inhabited  houses  .  .  •  •  „ 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  ,, 

Birth-rate 

Crude  Death-rate 

Zymotic  Death-rate  .  . 

Phthisis  Death-rate 
Deaths  under  one  year  of  age 


12860 

{Census  1891)  12894 

2795 

,,  2706 

4*6 

„  4*76 

21*78 

per  1000  of  Population 

14*47 

9  9  99 

*38 

9  9  9  9 

*38 

9  *  99 

42*85 

,,  Births 

Birth-rate.— The  Birth-rate  shows  a  reduction. 


Death-rate. — The  Death-rate  is  lower  than  that  for  1902.  Of  the  186  Deaths  registered 
in  the  District  48  were  of  persons  normally  residing  out  of  the  District,  but  who  died  in  the 
Workhouse,  and  in  Fisherton  and  Laverstock  Asylums. 

IneanTieE  MorTAEiTy. — There  is  a  considerable  reduction  in  this  rate. 

Infectious  Disease. — 64  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  were  notified,  the  average  for  the 
past  4  years  being  67*7.  There  was  a  widespread  epidemic  of  Scarlet  Fever,  which  began  in 
April,  1902,  and  did  not  subside  until  June,  1903.  This  epidemic  was  responsible  for  approx¬ 
imately  150  notifications  of  Scarlet  Fever,  so  that  the  average  incidence  of  infectious  disease 
in  the  district  is  probably  but  half  the  figure  given  as  the  average  for  the  past  four  years. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  says: — “  I  have  no  doubt  that  early  and  efficient  isolation 
“  of  first  cases  would  have  greatly  lessened  the  epidemic,  and  I  am  glad  that  a  Hospital 
“  District  is  in  process  of  formation.  The  Infectious  Diseases  (Prevention)  Act,  1890,  has  been 
“adopted,  and  has  been  of  material  assistance  to  us  in  many  ways  during  the  past  year.”  Of 
the  20  schools  in  the  District  5  were  ordered  to  be  closed  during  the  year,  4  on  account  of 
Scarlet  Fever,  viz  ;  Alderbury,  Coombe  Bissett,  Nunton,  and  Odstock.  Winterslow  School  was 
closed  on  account  of  a  widespread  epidemic  of  Rotheln,  or  German  Measles. 

Water  Supply. — Sect.  6  of  the  Public  Health  (Water)  Act,  1878,  has  been  strictly 
administered  during  the  year.  The  Council  have  contracted  with  the  Salisbury  Urban  Council 
to  supply  part  of  this  district,  and  at  the  present  time  a  part  of  Milford  Without  is  thus  pro¬ 
vided,  and  it  is  proposed  to  extend  the  supply  to  Hast  Harnham.  With  the  exception  of 
Alderbury,  which  has  a  supply  provided  by  Lord  Radnor,  the  rest  of  the  district  obtains  its 
supplies  from  wells,  rainwater  tanks,  and  springs.  The  wells  are  mostly  of  the  shallow  type, 
and  as  a  rule  these  are  more  or  less  polluted. 

Sewerage. — There  is  no  system  of  sewerage  in  any  part  of  the  district.  The  parishes 
of  Fisherton  Anger  Without  and  Milford  Without  are  in  need  of  such  a  system.  While,  however, 
the  question  of  the  extension  of  the  boundaries  of  the  city  of  Salisbury  hangs  over  us,  these  are 
problems  which  must  remain  in  abeyance. 

Housing. — 65  new  houses  were  erected  in  the  district  during  1903.  2  houses  were  closed 

as  unfit  for  habitation,  and  2  more  were  ordered  to  be  put  into  a  habitable  state.  Building 
bye-laws  are  still  required. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds.^85  persons  are  on  the  register  as  engaged  in  the  milk  trade, 
and  are  under  regular  supervision.  One  contravention  of  the  bye-laws  was  dealt  with.  During 
the  epidemic  of  Scarlet  Fever  in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  a  number  of  cases  occurred  in 
the  families  of  those  engaged  in  the  milk  business.  Such  precautions  as  were  possible  were 
taken  in  these  cases,  and  no  infection  from  them  came  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — The  District  has  been  regularly  inspected  by  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  and  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  where  time  has  allowed  a  house-to-house  inspection 
has  been  made. 


TETBURY  (WILTSHIRE  PORTION). 


Medical  Officer  of  Health — F.  T.  BOND,  M.D. 


3271  acres. 

Population 

( Census  1901 ) 

356 

( Census  1891 )  403 

Inhabited  houses 

•  •  •  • 

77 

Average  number  of  perso?is  per 

house 

4*62 

y  y 

Birth-rate 

•  •  •  • 

20-11 

per  1000  of  Population 

Crude  Death-rate 

•  •  •  • 

22-98 

,»  ,, 

Zymotic  Death-rate 

•  •  •  • 

•00 

j,  >> 

Phthisis  Death-rate 

•  •  •  • 

2-87 

» ,  >> 

Deaths  undei  one  year  of  age 

•  •  •  • 

•00 

,,  Births 

There  were  seven  Births  and  8  Deaths.  Of  the  latter  3  occurred  in  the  Workhouse. 
No  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  were  notified. 


(30 


TSSBURY. 


Medicae  Officer  of  Heaeth — C.  A.  ENSOR,  M.R.C.S. 


Area,  43562  acres. 

Population  . .  • .  . .  ( Census  1901) 

Inhabited  houses  .  .  .  .  „ 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  ,, 

Birth-rate  .  .  . . 

Crude  Death-rate 
Zymotic  Death-rate 
Phthisis  Death-rate 
Deaths  undei  07ie  year  of  age 


7714  ( Census  1891)  8597 

1845  „  1956 

4-18  „  139 

21 '09  per  1000  of  Population 
15-52  „ 


>>  1 1 

94-33  „  Bitths 


Birth-rate.— Only  159  Births  were  registered  during  the  year.  This  is  lower  than  the 
average  for  the  preceding  10  years,  and  is  a  serious  diminution  of  the  usual  number.  Whilst 
making  due  allowance  for  the  influence  of  a  decreasing  population,  it  remains  that  the  Birth¬ 
rate  for  the  year  is  far  from  satisfactory. 

Death-rate. — The  Death-rate  is  about  the  usual  average.  It  is  worthy  of  note  that  of 
the  117  persons  who  died,  47  were  over  70  years  of  age,  with  an  average  age  of  rather  over  81 
years. 

InfantieE  Mortality. — The  rate  is  considerably  above  the  average  for  the  District 
for  the  past  10  years. 

Infectious  Disease. — 13  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  were  notified  during  the  year,  viz  ; 
3  Diphtheria  ;  8  Scarlet  Fever ;  and  2  Erysipelas.  Of  the  Scarlet  Fever  cases  5  were  in  one 
house,  and  no  case  has  been  notified  since  April.  The  year  has  been  marked  by  a  complete 
absence  of  Measles,  Whooping  Cough,  and  epidemic  Diarrhoea.  A  fatal  case  of  Diphtheria 
occurred  at  Chilmark,  and  its  origin  could  not  be  traced  with  any  certainty.  A  second  case 
occurred  at  Duck  Street,  Tisbury,  and  a  third  at  Ashley  Wood,  East  Tisbury. 

Hospitae  Accommodation. — This  has  not  been  used  during  the  year,  as  it  has  been 
reserved  for  use  in  the  event  of  the  occurrence  of  Small-pox.  “  I  realise  the  great  difficulty 
“  of  providing  suitable  isolation  in  scattered  country  districts.  The  question  is  one  largely  of 
“expense,  which  is  heavy,  and  falls  upon  a  limited  number.” 

Water  Suppey. — The  excessive  rainfall  for  1903  made  good  the  deficiency  of  water 
which  was  experienced  in  parts  of  the  District  in  the  previous  year.  The  question  of  a  general 
water  supply  for  the  District  has  again  occupied  much  attention,  and  a  scheme  has  now  been 
considered  which  it  is  hoped  will  prove  a  satisfactory  solution  of  this  very  difficult  problem. 

SEWERAGE.— The  drainage  system  of  Tisbury,  although  not  an  ideal  one,  is  sufficiently 
satisfactory  for  present  needs.  Fresh  connections  with  the  main  sewer  are  made  from  time  to 
time  and  consequently  the  volume  of  sewage  to  be  dealt  with  is  gradually  increasing. 

Housing. — No  new  houses  have  been  completed  during  the  year,  but  4  are  in  course 
of  erection.  4  cottages  have  been  repaired  and  made  fit  for  habitation,  and  one  has  been  closed 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds.— There  are  135  names  on  the  register,  and  during  the  year  six 
contraventions  of  the  regulations  obtaining  in  the  District  were  dealt  with. 

Sanitary  Inspection.— The  District  is  regularly  and  systematically  inspected  by  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


WARMINSTER. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health— F.  J.  FLOWER  M.R.C.S. 


Area,  51854  acres. 

Population  . .  . .  . .  ( Census  1901) 

Inhabited  houses  .  .  . .  ,, 

Average  number  of  persoyis  per  house  ,, 

Birth-rate 

Cmide  Death-rate 

Zymotic  Death-rate 

Phthisis  Death-rate 

Deaths  under  one  year  of  age 


6234  'Census  1891)  7470 

1611  „  1846 


3*86 

„  4-04 

19-37 

pel  1000  of  Population 

15-19 

yy 

yy 

•66 

y  y 

yy 

•16 

yy 

y  y 

86-20 

y  y 

Births 

Birth-rate. — There  is  a  slight  increase  in  the  Birth-rate. 

Death-rate. — There  is  a  slight  decrease  in  the  Death-rate.  The  deaths  of  persons 
over  80  years  of  age  numbered  17. 


Infantile  Mortality. — There  is  a  slight  increase  in  the  Death-rate  of  children  under 
one  year. 

Infectious  Disease. — 52  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  were  notified,  viz  ;  42  cases  of  Scarlet 
Fever,  1  case  of  Diphtheria,  2  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever,  and  7  cases  of  Erysipelas.  Of  the 
Scarlet  Fever  cases  14  occurred  at  the  Codfords,  13  at  Corsley,  and  7  at  Corton.  The  School 
at  Codford  St.  Peter  was  closed. 

School  Closure. — The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  says  :  “  I  hope  the  regulations  for 
“the  closing  of  Schools  during  an  epidemic,  will  be  more  systematic  than  they  have  been  at 
“  various  times  during  the  past  year.  If  through  some  cause  the  attendance  of  scholars  was 
“below  the  average,  the  manager  or  clergyman  sometimes  contrary  to  my  advice,  took  upon 
“  themselves  the  closing  of  the  schools,  and  afterwards  applied  to  me  or  the  sanitary  authority 
“for  a  certificate  for  such  closing.” 

Hospital  Accommodation. — Negotiations  are  pending  between  the  Rural  and  Urban 
Councils  of  Warminster,  for  a  joint  Small-pox  Hospital,  but  the  difficulty  is  in  obtaining  a 
site,  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  most  suitable  situation  would  be  somewhere  near  the  road 
leading  from  Sutton  Veny  to  Crockerton,  and  the  Committee  were  actually  in  treaty  for  a  site 
in  that  locality,  but  the  negotiations  unfortunately  fell  through. 


Water  Supply. — The  water  supply  has  been  too  abundant.  Operations  were  commenced 
for  obtaining  a  supply  of  water  for  Upton  Scudamore,  but  the  wbrk  was  suspended  owing  to 
the  quantity  of  water  in  the  well,  the  wTork  will  be  resumed  when  practicable,  at  present  there 
are  no  complaints  of  scarcity  of  water  in  the  village,  and  wells  that  have  had  little  or  no 
water  for  some  years  are  now  in  full  use. 


I 

Sewerage. — No  part  of  the  District  is  supplied  with  public  sewers  and  the  sewage 
disposal  is  that  common  in  most  agricultural  districts. 

Housing. — No  new  cottages  have  been  erected  in  the  District  during  the  past  year,  but 
the  present  supply  is  sufficient  for  the  decreasing  population,  there  are  a  number  of  old  and 
unsatisfactory  cottages  in  most  of  the  villages,  but  particularly  in  Imber,  Chitterne,  and 
Sherrington,  in  the  latter  village  many  of  the  older  cottages  have  been  put  in  repair.  The 
condition  of  the  cottages  and  surroundings  in  the  parishes  of  Norton  Bavant  and  Stockton  is 
not  so- satisfactory  as  it  was  a  few  years  ago,  but  the  situation  of 
taken  into  consideration  as  they  are  not  favourable  for  such  inclei 
during  the  past  year.  There  are  a  number  of  cottages  at  the  entrance  to  the  village  of  Stockton 
of  the  most  antiquated  type,  with  stone  floors,  and  bedrooms  almost  in  the  roof,  but  roomy 


withal,  and  no  doubt  quite  as  comfortable  as  those  of  more  modern  construction,  but  they  ought 
to  be  put  into  a  better  state  cf  repair.  This  village  abounds  with  dip  wells  of  some  depth,  but  it 
is  also  provided  with  a  wabr  supply  from  a  reservoir  which  is  fed  by  a  wind  engine  from  a 
deep  well  near. 

Sanitary  Inspection— Regular  inspection  has  been  carried  out  in  conjunction  with 
the  Sanitary  Officer,  and  the  dairies  and  bakehouses  have  received  special  attention. 


WESTBURY  &  WHORWELLSDOWN. 


Medicar  Oeiicer  of  Hearth— WAI/TER  H.  REED,  M.R.C.S. 


Area,  27935  acres. 
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Average  number  of  permis  pei 

Birth-rate 

Crude  Death-rate 

Zymotic  Death-rate 

Phthisis  Death-rate 

Deaths  under  07ie  year  yf  age 
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, ,  Births 

Birth-rate. — There  i>  an  improvement  in  the  Birth-rate. 


Death-rate. — The  Dfath-rate  is  lower  than  that  which  obtained  in  1902. 

Infantire  Mortariti — The  rate  is  lower  than  that  for  1902,  is  much  below  the  average 
and  below  the  average  for  tie  county. 

Infectious  Disease. -'4 7  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  were  notified,  of  which  32  were 
Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria  8,  Puerperal  Fever  1,  and  Erysipelas  6. 

A  serious  outbreak  of  Scarlet  Fever  commenced  at  Bratton  in  October,  and  was  probably 
introduced  by  a  visitor  from  a  neighbouring  town.  The  schools  were  closed.  The  outbreak 
has  involved  15  houses,  and  tie  epidemic,  although  much  abated,  is  not  yet  over.  The  schools 
were  thoroughly  cleansed  aid  disinfected,  and  also  the  houses,  as  far  as  possible,  where  the 
disease  has  ceased.  I11  smal.  cottages  it  is  most  difficult  to  thoroughly  disinfect  with  the 
family  in  residence  where  ttere  are  only  two  or  three  bedrooms.  In  such  cases  the  want  of 
an  Isolation  Hospital  is  serimsly  felt.  Of  the  8  cases  of  Diphtheria,  6  were  at  Steeple  Ashton, 
involving  two  houses.  The  ;ases  were  attributed  to  impure  water.  A  case  of  Anthrax  was 
notified  from  the  Boyers  Taineries,  at  Westbury  Eeigh.  The  case  proved  fatal. 


Water  Suppry. — The  wells  at  Steeple  Ashton  are  old  and  usually  situated  near  the 
house,  or  in  a  garden  which  i,  constantly  manured.  “The  slops  thrown  from  the  house  (often 
“  close  to  the  well),  and  tie  soakings  of  manure  must  percolate  into  the  wells.  Until  the 
“  question  of  providing  a  pnper  water  supply  for  Steeple  Ashton  is  settled  (a  matter  which 
“is  urgently  needed)  I  shoild  recommend  that  notices  should  be  sent  to  all  the  inhabitants 
“  who  are  using  the  water  fr>m  these  open  wells  to  have  them  cleansed,  and  all  water  drawn 
“  from  the  wells  boiled  befoe  using.”  A  proper  supply  of  water  for  Chapmanslade  is  under 
consideration,  and  is  much  leeded. 

Sewerage. — Plans  anc  estimates  for  a  new  joint  sewer  and  Sewage  Disposal  works  for 
the  village  of  Road  have  beei  submitted  to  the  Eocal  Government  Board,  together  with  plans 
for  new  branch  sewers  in  he  Westbury  portion  of  the  village.  The  effete  matter  from  the 
tanneries  is  no  longer  deposied  close  to  the  road  leading  to  Penleigh.  It  was  an  intolerable 
nuisance,  and  dangerous  to  he  water  supplying  cattle  on  the  neighbouring  farms,  as  well  as 
obnoxious  to  the  passers  by  on  the  road. 
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Factories  and  Workshops. — 16  workshops  are  on  the  District  Register.  4  visits  of 
inspection  were  made  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  lj6  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 
The  general  condition  as  to  cleanliness,  air  space  and  ventilation  is  good.  A  list  of  70  out¬ 
workers  in  the  glove  making  trade  was  received.  25  outworkeC'’  --  ~  : 

Under  the  Factories  and  Workshops  Act,  1891,  the  owners  of  Bo; 
to  provide  an  external  staircase  for  the  safety  of  their  employees 

Housing.— The  Local  Government  Board  after  considerably  correspondence  have  given 
their  consent  to  a  loan  being  raised  for  the  erection  of  houses  upder  “  The  Housing  of  the 
Working  Classes  Act  ”  at  Bratton.  Plans  for  8  houses  at  Penk'igh  have  been  submitted  to 
the  Council  and  approved. 


s'  premises  were  inspected, 
iter’s  Mill  have  been  required 
in  case  of  fire. 


Dairies  and  Cowsheds.— 74  persons  engaged  in  the  milk  trade  are  now  on  the  register 
and  under  supervision.  5  cases  of  contravention  of  the  Acts,  Orddrs>  and  Bye-laws  were  dealt 
with.  j 


Sanitary  Inspection. — The  district  has  been  frequently  inspected  during  the  year.  82 
notices  i  dealing  with  various  sanitary  defects  and  shortcomings  have  been  served  and  the 
carrying  out  of  their  requirements  are  duly  enforced.  , 
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i 
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WILTON. 

•  - 


Medical  Officer  of  Health— CHARLES  R.  STRATON,  F.R.C.S.,  Edin. 


Area,  54290  acres. 
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Births 

Birth-rate. — The  Birth-rate  was  practically  the  same  as  last  year. 


Death-rate. — There  is  a  marked  improvement  in  the  Deatth-rate.  The  average  for  the 
past  10  years  was  13*3  per  1000. 

Infantile  Mortality. — The  deaths  of  children  under  1  y£ar  of  age  was  exactly  half 
of  those  in  1902. 


Infectious  Disease. — 31  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  werd  notified,  viz  ;  1  Small-pox; 
12  Diphtheria;  13  Scarlet  Fever;  1  Enteric  Fever;  and  4  Erysipelas.  The  case  of  Small-pox 
was  that  of  a  tramp  who  had  a  fortnight  previously  been  in  the  Dorchester  Union.  In  May 
an  outbreak  of  Scarlet  Fever  occurred  in  Bowerchalke,  imported  by  a  child  who  had  contracted  it 
at  the  Salisbury  Infirmary.  Another  slight  outbreak  occurred  in  Be'merton  which  was  also  traced 
to  the  Salisbury  epidemic.  Cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified  fro’m  Wishford,  South  Newton, 
Dinton,  Barford  St.  Martin,  and  Quidhampton,  one  of  which  proved  fatal.  In  doubtful  cases  the 
diagnosis  was  confirmed  by  bacteriological  examination  in  th~e  County  Laboratory.  The  Enteric 
Fever  case  was  notified  from  Bemerton,  and  was  contracted  in  the  Rhjondda  valley.  .  The  authority 
joined  with  the  Wilton  Urban  and  Salisbury  Rural  authorities  in  making  a  joint  application 
to  the  County  Council  to  be  constituted  an  Infectious  Diseases  Pospital  District. 


I 

j 
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WATER  Suppry.— The  public  water  supplies  in  the  district  have  continued  satisfactory. 
Samples  from  Fovant,  Qufiihampton,  and  Bemerton  were  of  good  quality,  while  the  quantity 
available  for  each  service  w,us  abundant.  There  are  189  houses  supplied  from  service  mains. 
43  samples  of  water  were  analysed,  drawn  from  wells  and  tanks  used  for  domestic  purposes. 
Of  these  7  were  found  unfit  for  use,  and  the  wells  ordered  to  be  cleansed  and  repaired. 

SEWERAGE. — Considerable  progress  has  been  made  in  the  work  of  carrying  out  the 
sewering  of  Bemerton.  A  scheme  for  treating  the  sewage  of  the  workhouse  (which  has  hitherto 
been  discharged  in  a  crude  stMe  into  the  river)  by  means  of  septic  tanks  without  land  treatment, 
was  under  consideration,  and  was  approved  provisionally  by  the  Focal  Government  Board  ; 
but  the  consideration  of  the  tenders  for  the  work  has  been  deferred,  as  there  is  a  prospect  of 
the  Wilton  Urban  and  thf^  Wilton  Rural  (Bemerton)  schemes  being  united,  so  as  to  be 
used  as  a  common  disposal  area.  The  levels  would  admit  of  the  workhouse  discharging 
by  giavitation  into  the  Wilfon  Urban  system,  and  the  Wilton  Urban  by  gravitation  into  the 
Bemerton,  and  this  would  at  the  same  time  facilitate  the  drainage  of  Quidhampton,  which  at 
present  is  the  worst  spot  in  the  District. 

Housing. — Five  new  houses  were  erected  during  the  year,  and  24  made  fit  for  habitation, 
67  were  cleansed  and  limewaphed,  and  2  were  closed  as  no  longer  fit  for  habitation.  Three  cases 
of  over-crowding  occurred  and  were  abated. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — 25  factories,  workshops  and  bake-houses  were  inspected 
during  the  year,  and  one  was  certified  for  limewashing.  One  was  reported  as  employing  young 
persons,  and  certificates  were  granted  in  two  cases. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds.— Ninety-eight  dairies  and  cowsheds  are  on  the  register,  and 
have  been  inspected.  In  a  few.  cases  cautions  were  given,  but  no  cases  of  contravention  of  the 
bye-laws  occurred,  nor  has  there  been  any  instance  of  the  sale  of  infected  milk. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — The  whole  District  has  been  inspected  by  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  and  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


TABLE  1  A. 


Table  showing  estimated  Population,  Birth-Rate,  Death-Rate,  and  number  of  Deaths 
in  Public  Institutions,  &c.,  in  the  Urban  Districts  of  the  County  of  Wilts  in  the  year  1903. 


Urban  District  Councils 

of  the  County  of  Wilts. 

Popu¬ 

lation, 

Estimated 

1903 • 

Births. 

De 

unde 

Year 

aths 
r  One 
}f  Age. 

Deaths  at 
all  Ages. 
Total. 
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Public  Institutions. 

Deaths  of  Non¬ 

residents  registered 
in  District. 

Deaths  of  residents 

registered  beyond 

District. 

Deaths  at 
All  Ages. 

N  ett. 

No. 

Bate* 

l 

No. 

Bate 
:>er  1000 
Births 
registered 

No. 

Bate* 

No. 

Bate* 

Bradford-on- Avon 

4428 

121 

2732 

3 

24-79 

48 

10  84 

9 

57 

12  87 

Caine 

3451 

97 

2810 

10 

103  09 

51 

14  77 

8 

3 

1 

49 

1419 

Chippenham 

5164 

130 

25  17 

10 

76  92 

62 

12  00 

7 

4 

15 

73 

1413 

Devizes 

6552 

159 

24-26 

19 

119-49 

109 

16  63 

37 

15 

3 

97 

14-80 

Malmesbury  . . 

2832 

103 

36  37 

3 

2912 

30 

10-59 

•  • 

30 

10  59 

Marlborough 

3893 

87 

22-34 

10 

114-94 

50 

12  84 

16 

13 

1 

38 

9  76 

Melksham 

2524 

83 

24-96 

10 

158  73 

26 

10-30 

•  • 

■  • 

26 

10  30 

Salisbury 

17433 

377 

21  62 

25 

66-31 

222 

12  73 

56 

32 

•  • 

190 

10  89 

Swindon 

474C6 

1395 

29-42 

149 

106-81 

532 

11-22 

29 

2 

534 

11  26 

Trowbridge  . . 

11422 

225 

19  69 

14 

62-22 

131 

11-46 

•  • 

•  • 

131 

11  46 

Warminster  . . 

5545 

131 

23-62 

5 

3816 

62 

11-18 

11 

2 

60 

10-82 

Westbury 

3299 

74 

22-43 

4 

54  05 

55 

16-67 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

55 

16-67 

Wilton 

2219 

40 

18-02 

6 

150  0 

29 

1306 

•  • 

•  • 

29 

13  06 

TOTAL 

116168 

3002 

25-84 

268 

89-27 

1407 

1211 

164 

69 

31 

1389 

11  78 

*  Rates  calculated  per  woo  of  estimated  population. 

NOTE.— The  deaths  included  in  Column  7  of  this  table  are  the  whole  of  those  registered  during  the  year  as  having  actually 
occurred  within  the  district  or  division.  The  deaths  included  in  Column  12  are  the  numbei  in  Column  7,  corrected  by  the 
subtraction  of  the  number  in  Column  10  and  the  addition  of  the  number  in  Column  11- 

By  the  term  “  Non-residents”  is  meant  persons  brought  into  the  district  on  account  of  illness  and  dying  there  ;  and  by  the 
term  “  Besidents”  is  meant  persons  who  have  been  taken  out  of  the  district  on  account  of  illness  and  have  died  elsewhere. 
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Table  showing  Estimated  Population,  Birth-Rate, 
in  Public  Institutions,  &e.,  in  the  Rural  Districts  of  the 


Death-Rate,  and  number  of  Deaths 
County  of  Wilts,  in  the  year  1903. 
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Deaths  of  res 

registered  b< 

Dist  rict 

No. 

Bate* 

Amesbury 

8546 

214 

25  04 

9 

42  05 

100 

11  70 

8 

12 

•  • 

88 

10  29 

Bradford-on-Avon 

5005 

114 

22-77 

11 

96-49 

64 

12-78 

10 

8 

2 

58 

11-58 

Caine 

4534 

112 

24-70 

8 

71-42 

54 

11  90 

•  • 

•  • 

6 

60 

13  23 

Chippenham 

18051 

449 

24-87 

33 

73-49 

240 

13  29 

40 

15 

4 

229 

12  68 

Cricklade  and  1 

Wootton  Bassett  / 

11263 

300 

26-63 

38 

126  66 

191 

16  95 

•  • 

•  • 

191 

16-95 

Devizes 

13022 

257 

19  73 

22 

85-60 

208 

15  97 

68 

64 

12 

156 

11-97 

High  worth  . . 

14273 

434 

30-40 

52 

119-81 

243 

1702 

53 

•  • 

•  • 

243 

17  02 

Malmesbury  . . 

9746 

210 

21-54 

21 

100  00 

115 

11-79 

•  • 

•  . 

•  • 

115 

11-79 

Marlborough 

4555 

126 

27-66 

5 

39-68 

60 

1317 

21 

10 

1 

51 

11-19 

Melksham 

4432 

119 

26  85 

10 

8403 

65 

14-66 

18 

14 

•  • 

51 

11-50 

Mere 

5100 

124 

24  31 

7 

56-45 

65 

12-74 

4 

•  • 

65 

12  74 

Pewsey 

11111 

304 

27  36 

27 

88-81 

164 

14-76 

13 

1 

165 

14-85 

Ramsbury 

6908 

159 

23  01 

15 

94-33 

107 

15-48 

•  • 

8 

115 

16-64 

Salisbury 

12854 

280 

21-78 

12 

42-85 

186 

14-47 

57 

48 

9 

147 

11-43 

Tisbury 

7538 

159 

2109 

15 

94-33 

117 

15-52 

13 

•  • 

•  • 

117 

15-52 

Warminster.. 

5988 

116 

19-37 

10 

86  20 

91 

1519 

•  • 

•  • 

91 

15  19 

Westbury  and  ) 

Whorwellsdown  J 

6323 

148 

23-49 

9 

60-81 

90 

14-23 

•  • 

•  • 

90 

14  23 

Wilton 

7407 
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11 
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10  80 

Tetbury  (Wilts  Portion) 

348 

7 
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0 

0 

8 

22  98 

3 

3 

•  • 

5 

14  36 

TOTAL 

157004 

3806 

24-24 

315 

82  76 

2248 

14  31 

308 

! 
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43 
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13  48 

NOTE —The  deaths  included  in  Column  7  of  this  table  are  the  whole  of  those  registered  during  the  year  as  having  actually 
occurred  within  the  district  or  division.  The  deaths  included  in  Column  12  are  the  number  in  Column  7,  corrected  by  the 
subtraction  of  the  number  m  Column  10  and  the  addition  of  the  number  in  Column  11. 


term 


By  the  term  “ 
“  llesidents  ”  is 


Non-residents”  is  meant  persons  brought  into  the  district  on  account  of  illness  and  dying  there  ;  and  by  the 
meant  persons  who  have  been  taken  out  of  the  district  on  account  of  illness,  and  have 'died  elsewhere. 


TABLE  2  A. — Table  of  Deaths  during  the  year  1903,  in  the  Urban  Districts  of  the  County  of  Wilts,  classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities 
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these  Statistics. 
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Warminster 

Westbury  and  1 
Whorwellsdown/ 

Wilton 

Tetbury  (Wilts  Portion) 


Table  of  Deaths  during*  the  year  1903,  in  the  Rural  Districts  of  the  County  of  Wilts,  classified  according*  to  Diseases,  Ag*es,  and  Localities. 
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TABLE  3  A.  Table  of  New  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  coming:  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  during*  the  year  1903,  in  the  Urban  Districts  of  the  County  of 
Wilts,  classified  according  to  Diseases  and  Localities  ,  showing  also  the  number  of  cases  sent  to  Hospital  and  the  total  number  of  Deaths  from  such  Diseases ; 


also  the  Deaths  which  occurred  in  Hospital. 
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TABLE  3  B.— Table  of  New  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  the  year  1903,  in  the  Rural  Districts  of  the  County  of 
Wilts,  classified  according  to  Diseases  and  Localities ;  showing  also  the  number  of  cases  sent  to  Hospital  and  the  total  number  of  Deaths  from  such  Diseases ; 


also  the  deaths  which  occurred  in  Hospital. 
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Nature  of  Nuisances  met  with  in  the  various  Urban  Districts  in  the  County  of  Wilts  during  the  year  1903,  and  Summary  of  Work  done  in  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  Department 
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Medical  Officer 
of  Health. 
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Nature  of  Nuisances  met  with  in  the  various  Rural  Districts  in  the  County  of  Wilts  during  the  year  1903,  and  Summary  of  Work  done  in  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  Department. 
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YE7SR  1903. 


OBSERVERS  &  STATIONS. 

Dr.  BEDDOE,  F.R.S., 

The  Chantry, 

Bradford-on-Avon 

H.  WILKINS,  Esq., 

Caine 

Height  above 
sea  level. 

120  feet 

244  feet 

January. 

F  ebruary. 

March. 

April. 

May. 

June. 

July. 

August. 

September 

October. 

November 

December. 

Totals  for  the 

Year  1903.  A 

Amount  collected  in  inches 
Greatest  fall  in  one  day  in  inches  ! ! 
Number  of  days  it  fell 

3-52 

•93 

18 

1-66 

•43 

13 

3-69 

•69 

20 

3  13 
•76 

11 

3  80 
•69 

16 

502 

1  31 

10 

3-32 

103 

14 

4-72 

118 

18 

214 

•44 

12 

641 

•86 

26 

2  06 

1  09 

12 

210 

•71 

14 

41-57  inches 

184  days 

Amount  collected  in  inches 
Greatest  fall  in  one  day  in  inches 
Number  of  days  it  fell  ’  ’ 

3.34 

•80 

18 

1-58 

•49 

9 

4  01 
•96 

22 

2-77 

116 

10 

404 

•76 

18 

4-45 

•86 

9 

3-55 

•81 

14 

4-25 

1  22 

17 

2  56 
•62 

16 

6  57 
■94 

27 

1  69 
•54 

10 

2  08 
•41 

12 

40  89  inches 

182  days 

LORD  WYNFORD, 

Charlton  House, 
Donhead  St.  Mary,  Nr.  Salisbury 

514  feet 

Amount  collected  in  inches 
Greatest  fall  in  one  day  in  inches  .. 
Number  of  days  it  fell 

3  21 

87 

20 

1-96 

•39 

15 

410 

•70 

22 

3-54 

•85 

12 

3  72 
•86 

14 

2  82 
•63 

9 

319 

•87 

12 

4-72 

•99 

18 

3  23 
•72 

14 

8  99 

1  75 

30 

215 

•86 

16 

3  79 

1  57 

17 

45  42  inches 

199  days 

J.  IRELAND  BOWES,  Esq., 

Wilts  County  Asylum 

335  feet 

Amount  collected  in  inches 
Greatest  fall  in  one  day  in  inches  . . 
Number  of  days  it  fell 

304 

•89 

19 

1-92 

•50 

15 

3-58 

55 

20 

3  02 
•79 

11 

4-23 

•56 

17 

414 

•96 

9 

2  90 
•85 

14 

3  35 
•60 

16 

2  21 
•32 

12 

6  97 
•68 

29 

1-93 

•84 

12 

2-54 

•70 

16 

39  83  inches 

190  days 

A.  J.  BEAVEN,  Esq., 

Holt 

120  feet 

Amount  collected  in  inches 
Greatest  fall  in  one  day  in  inches  . . 
Number  of  days  it  fell 

3  51 
•93 

18 

1-95 

•49 

15 

3  96 
•75 

22 

2  93 
•78 

11 

3  90 
•68 

18 

4  79 
1-30 

11 

3  55 
•99 

17 

517 

1  33 

20 

2  40 
•40 

17 

6  89 
•78 

29 

2-28 

1  19 

16 

2-42 

•84 

16 

43  75  inches 

210  days 

W.  STRUGNELL,  Esq.,  F.R.H.S., 
Rood  Ashton 

250  feet 

Amount  collected  in  inches 
Greatest  fall  in  one  day  in  inches  . . 
Number  of  days  it  fell 

3  70 
•90  . 
18 

204 

•55 

11 

4  06 
•71 

20 

2  96 
•63 

11 

5  08 

90 

17 

5-36 

115 

10 

3  07 
•85 

12 

4-77 

1  07 

17 

2  27 
•38 

17 

7-49 

•80 

28 

2  02 
•98 

13 

2-98 

108 

15 

45  80  inches 

189  days 

JAMES  BRISTOL,  Esq., 

The  Academy, 

Tisbury 

380  feet 

Amount  collected  in  inches 
Greatest  fall  in  one  day  in  inches  .. 
Number  of  days  it  fell 

301 

•93 

10 

1  78 
•31 

13 

4  05 
•76 

17 

3  48 
1-22 

8 

3  92 
1-44 

12 

3  61 
•74 

8 

2  55 
•64 

8 

5-44 

1  37 
•16 

3-20 

•63 

12 

9-40 

1  90 

27 

215 

•83 

8 

3  75 
1-26 

10 

46  34  inches 

149  days 

REV.  V.  F.  RANSOME, 

Compton  Bassett, 

Caine 

400  feet 

Amount  collected  in  inches 

Greatest  fall  in  one  day  in  inches  .. 
Number  of  days  it  fell 

3-41 

-76 

21 

1-70 

•47 

18 

4-24 

•63 

24 

2-90 

•72 

13 

417 

•56 

21 

4  89 
1-25 

11 

2-78 

•61 

19 

3  88 
•94 

27 

2-75 

•68 

21 

6-71 

•79 

30 

214 

■87 

23 

218 

•80 

23 

41  75  inches 

251  days 

H.  T.  COOKSON,  Esq.,  B.M., 

Sturford  Mead,  Corsley, 
Nr.  Warminster 

445  feet 

Amount  collected  in  inches 

Greatest  fall  in  one  day  in  inches  . . 
Number  of  days  it  fell 

316 

•78 

18 

1-59 

•30 

15 

4  09 
.72 

22 

2-56 

•82 

11 

3  74 
■50 

15 

419 

•87 

10 

3  78 
•93 

14 

4  61 
103 

18 

2  20 
•54 

12 

7  35 
1-20 

15 

205 

■69 

15 

— 

3  12 
102 

17 

42  44  inches 

182  days 

44  815  inches 

205  days 

THOMAS  CHALLIS,  Esq., 

Wilton  House, 

Nr.  Salisbury 

180  feet 

Amount  collected  in  inches 

Greatest  fall  in  one  day  in  inches.. 
Number  of  days  if  fell 

3-325 

•760 

21 

1-695 

•360 

17 

4  570 
•730 

23 

2  945 
900 

12 

4  025 
•790 

13 

4  535 

1  085 

10 

2-900 

•610 

12 

4  000 
1110 

18 

— 

2  065 
•450 

14 

9-415 

1-480 

30 

1-615 

•770 

14 

3  725 
•980 

21 

Mean  amount  collected  in  inches.. 

Mean  number  of  days  it  fell  _ 

3  322 

18  1 

1  787 

14-1 

4  035 

21  2 

3  023 

11  0 

4  062 

161 

4-380 

9  7 

3  159 

13  6 

4  491 

18  5 

2-502 

14-7  1 

7  6  9 

27  1 

2  008 

13  9 

2  868 

16  1 

43  26  inches 

194  1  days 

Mean  Rainfall  for  the  County  of  Wilts 


43*26 


Mean  Number  of  Days  upon  which  rain  fell 


1941 
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